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Hon. J. M., MACFARLAXNE: I am not
prepared to advoeate that. The S P.C.A. are
quite right in asking that there shall be no
cruelty towards stray dogs. If a dog is
wounided and rens on to the property owned
by ansther man, who refuses to despateh it,
the man who first shoots the dog should be
allowed to finish it on the otber man’s pro-
perty. Such a thing, of course, would not
happen very often. Mr. Duffell 's amendment
with regard to the preparation of lists of
registrations meets with my support. I do
not favour Subelause 2 of Clause 8, which
atates that the town elerk or gecretary of every
local autbority shall, as soon as practicable
after the list has been made uwp, send a copy
of it free of charge to the officer in charge
of the rolice station nearest to the office of
the Joeal authority. I am informed that
these lists are never complete. Two or three
dog inspectors are out every day. In the last
report of the City Couneil it is shovwn that
the fees paid for dogs in the Greater I'erth
area cxceed £1,100 in the year. This shows
that many registrations are made every Jay.

Hon. J. Duffell: My amendment would help
them considerably.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: If that were
carried there would be 1o necessity for Sub-
clanse 2. The position requires clearing up.
If we have to wait for the full period before
the list is made up and sent to the police,
it will be of no use.

Hon. A, Burvill: Why should not the list
ba kept up to date?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It should be
made up and supplied every three months, I
favour Mr. Tuifeil’s suggestion that it should
b sent to the police every guarter. Clause 12
amends Section 21 of the principal Act by
deleting the word **‘three’’ and substitoting
‘fgix,’” and striking out the period of 21
days. This means that a dog will have to
be siv months ¢ld before the inspectors ean
call unon an owner to register. This involves
two important points. The inspectors advise
me that up to thiee months of age it ig easy
to determine how old a dog is, but that it
iy a diffienlt matter when a dog is six months
old. It is only a question of a 7s. 6d. fee
for male dogs and 10s. for female dops.
Nevertheless, the local authority would lose
many such fees if an ewner were permitted
to keep a dog for six months without regis-
tration. Tt would, for instance, mean that a
person might run feor 18 months withent pay-
ing any tee, because of the risk of losing a
case when there is any doubt at all eon-
cerning the animal’s age. Dog owners are
often np to all the points of the game, and
althongh a dog may appear to be far older
than t"e a~e it ia stated to be, the owner
may be able to prove to the court by a birth
certifirate that it i3 not yet old epough to be
registrred.  Were the age redreed to three
months, that diffeulty would be overcome,
The changing of the year from the 31st
Derember to the 30th June may present some
Qifficnlty to many loeal aunthorities. In the
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case of the city of Perth no great exeeption
would be taken to it because after a few
months things would right themsetves. It
would be a great help to breeders of dogs if
a brecder's license were provided for in the
Bill. The W.A. Kennel Club have asked me
te support an amendment in this direetion,
particularly as it wonld affeet Airedales, bull-
dogs and kelries, and also Pomeranians. In
those c¢ircumstances the c¢lub would be pre-
pared to enter into an agreement to help the
loeal authority as far aa possible to the end
that there might be more efficiency and more
expedition in dealing with degs under this
Bill. With the exception that T intend to
move certiin amendments in Committee along
the tines I have indicated, I support the
second reading,

Qnestion put and passed.
Bill read a second time

House adjourned at 10.€8 pm,
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QUESTION—RAILWAYS, PETROL
COACHES.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, How long is it since the petrol
eoathes have been installed on our railwaysf
2, Have they proved a cowmmercial svecess?
3, Have the results to date justified the Gov-
ernment ordering more petrol coaches? 4, If
80, have the Government ordered more? 5,
Does the Commissioner consider they would
give a chearer and more efficient service on
the Boulder-Brown Hill loopline?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, About four months. 2, The system
of rail motor coaches is atill in the experi-
mental stage. 3, See reply to No. 2. 4, No.
3, The Department has not yet sufficient ex-
perience of these cars to enable a conclusive
opinion on this point to be expressed.

BILL—JARNADUP-DENMARK RAIL-
WAY.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council,

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 22nd November.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [2.35]:
During the speech delivered by the Premier
in introducine the Bill, members of the Op-
position manifested their disapproval of its
main features, by way of interjections. From
that fact it has been assumed in some quar-
ters that the Opposition generally are op-
posed to any measure dealing with the redis-
tribution of seats. Any such assumption is
entirely without foundation. Members of the
Labour Party are strongly in favour of a re-
arrangement of our electoral boundaries omn
a more equitable basig than that which has
obtained for many years past. As proof of
that, T instance the fact that in 1913, the
then Lahour Goverament introduced, and ear-
ried throngh the Legislative Asgembly, a Bill
which provided for a rearrangement of the
electoral boundaries which, had that measure
beecome law, would have adjusted auntomatie-
ally any of the anomalies which take place
from time to time consequent upon the move-
ment of population from one part of the
State to another, Had that Bill become law,
we should not have had what I may describe
as the outrageous travesty npon representative
Government as is disclosed in the fact that
we have to-day some electoral districts with
500, 600, or 700 electors returning one mem-
ber and, on the other hand, distriects with
8,000, 9,000, or 10,000 electors also return-
ing one member. It goes without saying that
a redistribution of seats or a rearrangement
of our electoral boundaries is a matter of
first rate importance because, after aMl, on it
rests the hasis of representative Govenment.
The fipht for ‘‘onme adult, one vote’* im
nearly all of the States of Australia, as well
- no doubt, as in other parts of the world, was
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a very long and difficult one. Those who
were enirenched behind the ramparts of
privilege and conservatism resisted so long as
they could and so long as it was safe for
them to do so, the claim of the people to
govern themsclves by equitable representa-
tion in the Parliaments of the States. Foreed
at last to give way and to permit the prin-
ciple of ‘‘one adult, one vote’’ becoming the
law of the land throughout the Common-
wealth, we find, as the years go on, that those
who were always opposed to the principle are
endeavouring, with, I regret to say, a large
measure of suceess, to achieve their ehject in
another way. While the principle of ‘‘ome
adult, one vote’’ has been eonceded, it is now
attempted by the manipulation of electoral
boundaries to provide that a vote passed in
ohe part of the State shall have four, five,
or six times the value of a vote cast in some
other parts of the State. The growth of this
geographical representation hae resulted in
undermining the principle of representative
Governmen§.  Where is the ¢laim for Govern;:
ment by the people, so long as it is proposed
to continwe s condition of things such as is
set out in the Bill? That is to say, because
a person lives just over an imaginary boun-
dary line his vote is to be equal to five or
pix times the value of the vote cast by an
elector residing on the other side of that
boundary line., No such prineiple as that,
except in eases where it might be regarded as
a reasonable allowance for special disabilities
such as distance from the seat of Government,
the area of the electorate, and other such
congiderations, can be justified, if we are to
have politieal democracy in Western Aus-
tralia. Personally, I believe in proportional
representation. I am sorry the Government
have not taken advantage of this occasion to
introduce a reform of that character. The
fact that under the single electorate system,
be the electorates ever so equally divided, il
is possible for a minority of the electora ta
govern the country while the majority sit in
opposition, shows that such a system is un-
desirable, Failing the introduction of a Bill
to provide for proportional representation, we
must deal with the measure as we find it be
fore uas. Before proceeding to discuss the
Bill itsclf, I desire to draw attention to the

eomments of the writer of a leading
article—

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Migleading, you
mean,

Hon. P. COLLIER——appearing in to
day’s ‘*West Australian.’’ Evidently the
leader writer was so bard pat to it to make
a case for the Bill-—and being a Governmen!
Bill, the ‘*West Australian!’ was bhound tc
attemnt to make a case for it—that he was
foreed to stretch his conclusions in order &
justify some features of the Bill. Tt is statec
in the article that the increase in nopulation
in the metropolitan area during the reriod
which has elapsed from 1911. when the lasf
redistribution of seats took effect. to the nre
sent time, has been 42 per cent. The fact i
the inerease in the population in that area ha:
been, not 42 per cent., but 59 per cent. Tt i



[5 DECEMBER, 1922.7

alse sought to draw from the figures coneclu-
sions which would attempt to show that this
redistribution of seats as between the metro-
politan area and the agriewltural area is
favourable to the metropolitan area. The
article continues—

TUnder the scheme metropolitan repre-
sentation will be increased by 18 per cent.
or 25 per cent—

That is according to whether they should uiti-
mately have 14 or 15 seats. The article con-
tinues—
agriculture by less than 5 per cent. if these
areas gained only one member, and by less
thun 10 per cent. should they be granted
two additional members.

1t is sought to convey to the public mind that
whilst the metropolitan area will have an
inereased representation of 18 per cent, or
25 per ceat., the agricultural area will have
an increase of only 10 per cent. That is
entirely false reasoning. It would appear
that the Bill is favourable fo the metropoli-
tan area. But figures of that kind are en-
tirely misleading, The real question is, nol
the proportionate increase in numher of mem-
bers, but the proportionate increase in num-
ber of members having regard to the inerease
in the tota! population, which is an entirely
different thing; for whilst the representation
of tha metropolitan area uwnder the Bill may
increase by 25 per cemi., as against the in-
erease of 10 per cent. in the agricuitural
area, nevertheless thz inequality of the repre-
sentation of the two classes of district may
be, as it actually is, very great indeed. First
of all, I regret the Government have made of
the Bill a party measure. A question affect-
ing the very foundations of representative
government ought to be one which every mem-
ber might freely diseuss and upon which he
ean act aceording to his judgment, But the
Bill has been submitted to. and approved by,
o cancus of Government supporters, and so it
would appear to be almost a waste of time for
memb-ars to digcugs it in the House; for it is
not likelv that party members, having com-
mitted themselves to it in caucus assembled,
will dspart from that decision, no matter
what srouments may be advanced against the
provisions of the Bill.

Mr. Teesdale: There was no vote upon it
at the party meeting.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but it was ap-
proved. Tt is possible that a party may be
s0 unanimovs upon a given question as to
leave no necessity to take a vote,

Mr. MacCallum Smith: It is doubtful
whether metronolitan members will support it.

Hon. I'. COLLIER: I should be very much
surprised if they did.

Mr. Manev: You would be more surprised
if they did not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: For a metropolitan
member to spport the Bill wonld be for him
to cast a r-fleetion upon his electors. Who
shall say that it requires six metropolitan
electors to be equal to one, or two, or even
three, in some other part of the State! The
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idea of dividing the State into five areas, as
in the Bill, can only have been adopted with
the object of more effectively manipulating
the electorates, What need is there to divide
up the State into little groups called areas,
exeept it be with the idea of more effectively
Jerrymandering the electorates? If the prin-
ciple of arriving at the basis of representa-
tien is sound in ome particular area, it ought
to be possible to get something like an equit-
able redistribution as applying to the whole
State, without dividing the State into areas.
That heing so, it is a mere farce to provide
for the appointment of Commissioners.

Mr. Harrison: You would not advocate
the metropolitan area having 25 members?

Hon. P, COLLIER: XNo, but there is a
long differcnce between 25 and 14, about equal
to the difference betwten pinching oneself and
cutting one’s throat., The appointment of
Conunissioners can be proposed only with the
ohject of deceiving the public. The fact that
the Dboundaries will have been deter-
mined by Commissioners, independent and
impartial men, will be held up as proof
of their equity; whereas we know that
in  reality the Commissioner’s hands are
so tied up by the Bill as to render the
appointment of the Commissioners a farce.
The Bill directs how the quota is to he ar-
rived at, and deelares that in the metropoli-
tan ares there shall be 14 seats averaging
about 6,000 eclectors each. That being so,
why does it require a Supreme Couri judge,
a Surveyor-General, and a Chief Electoral
Officer to cut up the area into 14 seats and
say whether the boundary shall run down
this street or that street! When the whole
basis, the governing faetor in the question,
ig laid down in the Act, any office boy in the
Electoral Department will be able to deter-
minc where the boundaries ought to run. It
is ridiculous to provide for the appointment
of Commissioners, and it can only have been
done as a make-believe to the general publie
that whatever the electoral boundaries may
eventually be, they having been arrived at
by Commissioners, there can be no cause for
complaint; whereas as we know, because the
Commissioners’ hands are tied, because they
are to have no diseretion at all, the Commis-
sioners will not be in any way responsible for
the actun]l boundaries when they are finally
determinerl. The disparity between the value
of votes in different parts of the State is
remarkable. The North-West is still to retain
its four members for a population of 4237,

Mr. Angelo: And an area bigger than
that of Queensland.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What have areas to do
with it? We are not giving votes fo moun-
tains and rivers and lakes, nor even to sheep.
There is an area of hundreds of thousands of
square miles stretching right away to the
Snonth Avstralian border, which does not pos-
sess one inhabitant. Would the hon. member
take that area into consideration in deter-
wining the boundariea? Of course some re-
gard should b~ had for the area, and some re-
gard might well be had for the distance from
the seat of Government; Lut how far we are
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justified in carrying that principle, is not
easy to dQetermine. That the XNorth-West,
with 4,257 electors, should have four seats
with an average of 1,000 electora to each, or
representation equal to six times that num-
ber of clectors m the metropolitan area, is
an outrageous travesty on the primeiples of
representative government.

Mr, Angelo: It is about the same ratio as
that of Western Australia in the Federal
Parliament.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member
knows that the proportion of representation
for the North-West set out in the Bill has
no relationship at all to Western Australia's
representation in the Federal Parliament.

Mr, Angelo: T will gshow you that it has.
- Mr. Hughes: Eleven-twelfths of the State
has only one member in the Federal Parlia-
ment.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The population of the
North-West has decrcased by something like
1.500 sinee the last redistribution of seats in
1911. It is nota very large decrease, I admit;
but we must have regard, not so moch to the
reduction in the population of the North-
West, ag to the increase in population in other
parts of the State. Tf, 10 years ago, four
members might have been considered fair re-
presentation for the North-West in a total
enrolment of 152,000 then on the roll, to pro-
vide the same representation when the total
number of electors has increased from
152,000 to 178,000 is to greatly increase the
disparity between the value of a vote in the
North-West as against that of one in the met-
ropolitan area. -

Mr. Teesdale: Where has that increase of
population taken place?

Hon, P. COLL1ER: In the agricultural dis-
tricts and in the metropolitan area. It has
been in parts of the State outside the North-
West, and insofar as population outside the
North-West keeps on increasing, so will the
inequality bhe greater if the North-West con-
tinues to hold its four seats. Allowing for
the ditficolty of representation in the North-
West =o far from the eapital, and covering
such an immense area, and having regard to
the fa-t that the electors in the North-West
have derreased by 1,500, while the total nim-
ber in other parts of the State has inereased
by 25,000, surely a fair thing wonld have
heen to grant the North-West threc members.
Even then the North-West, on a rensonable
basizs ef calenlation, wounld bhe over-repre-
senfed. I challenge any member to say that
in the ciriumstanced the North-West portion
would he unfairly or unreasonably dealt with
if it had three members instead of fowr as
provided in the Bill. The vote of one clector
in the North-West will be equal fo the votes
of six electors in the metrapolitian area.
Under the redistribution of 1911, when it
was admitted on all hands that the XNorth-
West was generovsly dealt with, the proper-
tion of clectors to the metropolitan area was
as one to three. Under this Bill the propor-
tion will inrrease to one to gix. On the basis
of population the North-West will have ex-
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actly double the representation of the metro-
politan area as compared with 10 years ago.
Yet no one complained in 1911 that the
North-West way not fairly and reasonably
dealt with. In all the circumstances there can
he absolutely no justification for retaining
four seats in the North-West. It seems to
me that this Bill was considered, not with a
view to conserving the public interest and
giving fair, reasonable and equitable repre-
sentntion, hut, largely as to its effects upon
the pelitical parties in this State. There ean
be no question about that. Those districts re-
sponsible mainly, if not entirely, for the
wajority sitting hehind the Government, have
heen most generously dealt with. The North-
West, which returns four Government sup-
porters, is not to be interfered with. I ven-
ture to say that, if the North-West had not
seen the light but had returned four Opposi-
tion supperters, the numher would have been
reduced under this Bill. I can only conclude
—and it is a justifiable conelusion—that the
North-West, notwithstanding its diminished
popriation and the enormous disparity be-
tween the vote in that district and in other
portions of the State, has been able to retain
is four seats because it has returned four sup-
porters of the present Government. Go to the
mining grea which is mainiy represented by
members sitting on the Opposition side of
the Honse, and we find wherever a deerease in
population has taken place, so has there beena
decrense—T do not say an unfair decrease—
in the number of members to be returned
under this measure.

Hon. W, C, Anewin: It is unfair in com-
parison with the North-West,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course it is, There
i1 only a boundory line betwecen the gold-
Gields seats and the nearest North-West seat.

My, Marshall: My electorate is in the
North-West,

Hon. P. COLLTER: That is 8o, and it has
an area quite as large as some of the North-
West seats, quite as large, if not larger,
than har the district of Gasecoyne, and its
pepulation is more seattered. Opn one side
of the boundary line we shall have the Mur-
chison eclectorate requiring a quota of 1,800
voters, and on the other side of the boundary
line we rhall have the Gascoyne distriet with
a population of enly 1,000,

Mr. Angelo: Tt has 1,600 or 1,700 now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am talking about the
Bill and with the condition of things if the
Bill becomes law. If the Biil becomes law,
the hon. member may be representing 1,000
electors, while the member for Murehison on
the other side of the houndary line will he
representing 1,800 odd.

Mr. Teesdale: We have three parties re-
Jresented in the North-Weat,

Hon, P. COLLTER: That does not matter.
They are all one s0 far as the Government
are concerned; they are all supporting the
Government.

Mr. Harrison: They are to-day. You do
nnt know how long that will econtinue. The
remDiscion may deal with it to-merrow.
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Hon. P, COLLIER: The commission will
not deal with the existing state of affairs.
The same argument that T have been adrane-
ing will apply to other distriets. One vote
in the agricultnral area will be worth two in
the city. What justification can there he for
that kind of representation? The agricul-
tural arca comes right down and joins .on to
the metropolifan area. Take the Guildford
scat: the Moore district and the Swan dis-
triet will join on to the Guildford electorate
and yet in the Guildford electorate, 6,000
electors will be entitled to one memher, while
on the other side of the boundary, in the
Moore and Swan districts, 2,856 electors will
be gufficient to return one member. Swan
may be regarded as a suburban sent. It
circles almost right around the metropolitan
arva. It goes cloge to Guildford, ont to Arma-
dale and along the Armadale-road to within
a very few miles of the terminus of the
Victoria Park tramway.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Within a mile of it.

The Colonial Sceretary: XNo, to Kenwick,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Tt is within a mile or
two of the terminus of the Victoria Park
tramway. The same applies to the Murray-
Wellington distriet which joins on to the
South Fremantle electorate—6,000 eleetors on
ene side of the boundary will return one
member, and 2,856 electors on the other side
will return another member,

Mr. Latham: This Bill will alter that.

Tion. P. COLLIER: I am not dealing with
cxisting conditions. That is what this Bill
provides for.

ffon. W. C. Angwin: Those are the Pre-
mier’s fignres.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite so. In all the
arex known as the agricultural area, one vote
will be equivalent to two votes in the metro-
politan area.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There is not a mem-
ber in the House who can honestly support
the Bill. They will support it, hnt they
cannot de so honestly.

Mr. Harrison: Of eourse we can.

Hon. W. . Angwin: No, you cannot.

Hon. P. COLLIKR: Are we to consider
political interests or the interests of the
people? The representation of the people in
Parliament is not a question that affects
the politician. Tt is a matter which goes
right down to the very foundation of repre-
srntative government. It is a question affeet-
ing the people. Trrespeetive of whether peo-
ple reside in the metropolitan area or in any
cther portion of the State, they have to sub-
mit to the laws made by Parliament and pay
the taxes.

Mr, Latham: A proportion of them.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Certainly, their pro-
portion of them, irrespective of where they
live and this being so, there should be some
approach to an equality. T do not ask for
an actual cquality, but there shonld be some
reasonable approach to am equality on vot-
ing strength.
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Mr. Davies: On population, the metropoli-
tan area would have one-half of the repre-
scntation,

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am not asking for
representation on a population basis, but
there is a great difference between that and
the value of votes as provided for in the Bill,
Ay showing how unfair this Bill will be to
the metropolitan area as compared with the
redlistribution of 1911—although it has been
said that this will be more favourable than
that of 1911—there were 54,000 electors in
the metropolitan area 10 ycars ago and they
returned 12 members, an average of 4,500
clectors for each memher. TUnder this Bill
the 84,000 clectors in thé metropolitan area
will return 14 members, so that the average
per member will be 6,000 electors,

Won. W. C. Angwin: Bix thousand two
Indred to be correet.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T am giving round
numbers; 4,500 electors 10 years ago and
6,000 electors under this Bill, an increase of
1,700 electors per member. Take the agri-
cultural area: the total inerease in the 10
years has been 10,000 electors—not 15,000 as
stated in the figures in the ‘‘West Austra-
lian’' this morning. This Bill will increase
the average number of electors in caeh of
the agricultural’ distriets by 221. From 2,642
electors 10 years ago, the number will be in-
creased to 2,863, Sec how unjust it is to the
metropolitan arca! An incrense of 30,000
clectors is to give the metropelitan area only
two additional members!

Mr. Harrison: Yet the metropolitan area
still grows.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That has nothing to do
with it, Does the hon. member contend that
whether the metropolitan area grows or dies
Las anything to do with the question?

Mr. Harrison: Tt does not suffer from
lack of representation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Whether it grows or
declines is not a question of represcutation.

Mr. Harrison: Tt does not suffer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What a silly, stupid
argument for the hon, member to advance
that a district will flourish or die according
to its representation!

Mr, Harrison: You say it will not get fair
representation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course it will not.
Does the hou. member call it fair?

Mr. Harrison: T say it is not suffering.

Hon, P. COLLTER: The hon. member does
not know whether it is suffering or not.

Mr. Harrison: People are still Aacking to
the metropolitan area,

Hon, P, COLLIER: That is the hon. mem-
ber's idea of political democracy, Tt is not
suffering! It could be suffering and still
continne to grow., There might he no end to
the injustices heaped upon a district, and yet
itz population might continue to inerease.

AMr. Harrison; Tf it is svoffering, it is
nevertheless growing.

Hen, P, COLLIER: The question of re-
presentation has nothing to do with the pros-
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perity of a distriet. Because the goldfields
have lost half their population, would the
hon. member say that the gold in the lodes
is affected by the representation in the
Houvse? In fen years the metropolitan area
has inereased by 30,000 electors. Because of
that increass it is to be given another two
members. The agrieultural districts have in-
ereased by 10,000 electors, and are also to
receive two new members. . Is that equitable?
Can anyone justify that? No one argued
ten years ago that the metropolitan district
was over-represented. In 1911 it was held,
with justifieation, that the agricultural dis-
tricts were over-represented according to the
population, and there has been an increase
on the average of 221 electors in each of the
justify such proportions as these, Under this
however, the distriets in the metropolitan
arca will have an inerease of 1,500 eleectors.
None of the specious arguments about pros-
perity in the city, or about the metropolitan
area being near the seat of government, can
justify such proportions as these. Under this
Bill it is possible for a minerity to govern a
majority. If we take the four North-West
geats, the five seats in the mining areas, and
17 in the agricultural distriets, we get 26
electoral distriets. This conld constitute 2
majority in the House, and the 26 members
world be able to form a Government. These
26 seats would represent 62,300 electors. The
other 24 members would represent 115,700
electors, We could thus have the spectacla
of a Government with 26 members represent-
ing 62,000 electors, and an Opposition of 24
members repregenting 115,000 electors. That
iz the kind of minority Government that is
possible under this Bill.

Mr. Davies: Has that not been possible
all along?

Hon, P, COLLIER: Not to such an ex-
tent. It is possible for a minority of the
electors to have a majority of members That
happened between 1208 and 1811, The ma-
jority of the electors was represented by 22
members on the Opposition, while the min-
ority of electors had a majority in the House.
That is possible undor the single electorate
gsystem. It is not so likely to oceur if reas-
onable regard is had for the number of el-ec-
tors in each district, but, where we have n
diserepancy so great as that provided under
the Bill, it is something that might easily
happen. The Bill of 1913, as introdreced hv
the Labour Government, was in all the cir-
comstances a fair and reasonable one. Tt
allowed three seats for the North-West, Re-
garding the other 47 seats, Commissioners
were appointed to determine the bonndaries
¥t was permissible for them to go eit"er ore-
fifth above or one-fifth belo~ the qunta. hav-
ing regard to the density of po—ulatin~. th-
means of communication and the area ani
distance from the seat of ~overnment. Tha*
ig all the State requires, namely, a on~-fifth
basis of give and take. That is guitn <« -
cient elasticity to mret all reauirem~nta
Even then the proportion of eonntry roters
to metropolitan voters would he somethine
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like six to four. That is quite sufficient to
meet all the needs of reasonable government.
Anything beyond that outrages the prineiples
of repfesentative povernment, which is what
this Bill dces. Northam, which is only 80
miles from the capital, and is a small and
compact area, has 2,856 voters. What justi-
fication is there for Northam heing able to
return one member, while Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, a distriet that is 400 miles away,
will require 3,400 electors. Bunbury is 120
miles from the capital and is a comparatively
small and compact arez, and yet 2,800 elec-
tors there would be entitled to one member,
as against the position of the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder diatrict,

The Premier: It may he 2,700 clectors,

Hon. P, COLLIER: XNo redistribution of
seats will inerense the number in the Eal-
goorlie and Boulder district. There are only
four seats to-day, and there will be no in-
crease.

The Premier: You cannot be sure of that.

Hon. P, COLLLIER: There can be none.

Mr, Teesdale: Things are improving,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The improvemeut will
not justify any inerease in the number of
seats. The enrolment in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder has been reduced by thouvsands in
recent years. Can it be contended that the
number of seats will be incrcased in a dis-
trict where the population has been diminish-
ing for.years past? The possible increass
will be in the agricultural arca. This in-
cludes the South-West, where group sotile-
ment has taken place and where there ia
likely to be an increase in the population and
the number of electors from year to year.
There can be no justifieation for segregating
the Kalgoorlic and Boulder distriet, running
a circle round it, and saying, ‘*You must
have a quota for that district larger than for
any other mining areas,’’ What justification
is there for splitting up the mining areas
into t 0?7 Why are they not comprehended
in ore area, in the same way that the agri-
eultural distriets are? The latter area takes
in the South-West, reaches to the bhoundary
nf Perth, and the ovter ports of Albany, Bun-
bury and CGeraldten. All that area compris-
inT 21 seats v grouped into one, and yet the
rolidfelds which will have nine seats all told
are divided into two areas. 'This division is
rade with the sole object of insisting vwpon a
hisher guota for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder dis-
triet *han iz rrovided for the outlying mining
dirtriets. T'e prouping of the central fields
vas first introduced in 1911. That was the
» et —otorions. ouwtrageous and jerrymander-
iny act ever perpetrated. Those who were
reanonsitle for it went to the electors with
a majority, but they came back only 16
strone and were relemated to oblivion. This
was brought about hecause of the outraged
srnee of justice felt by the electors.

*"r. Piskering: There has been no change
in the hound-ries sinee,

Har, P. COLLTER: Why svch a meaning-
lesa  observation?  Parliament refused to
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allow any change to be made, although the
Labour Goveroment made the attempt in
1913,

Mr. Latham: A change ought to be made
from time to time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. As the popu-
lation moves, the houndaries of the elee-
torates ought to be automatically amended.
This should be done apart from any politieal
or party influenece. It is not a question of
making the votes of the people subservient to
the needs of any political party. The faet
that the goldfields have ouly nine seats and
are divided into two districts, is proof
of my contention that the areas are de-
signed for the purpose of more effectively
manipulating the boundaries for party
needs and party interests. If the Bill can
define as one district the whole of the agri-
cultural areas, why cannot it make one dis-
trict of the mining areas? A quota of 1,800
electors is set down for the outlying mining
district, and yet the Bill insists upon 3,400
for Kalgoorlie and Boulder. ls any member
prepared to contend that 2,800 electors for
Northam is the equivalent of 3,400 electors
for my district?

Mr. Davies: What influence has caused
the mining areas to be divided into two?

Hon, P, COLLIER: In order that it may
be possible to manipulate the boundaries, a
higher quota is asked for im the case of the
central mining area than in the ease of the
outlying distriets.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And as against the
Swan district of 2,800 electors.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, This will de-
prive the people of their inalienable rights.
The taxpayers of the eountry are entitled to
consideration in this matter. The men and
women Who live in a district that will earry
a high quota will be called npon to pay an
equal proportion of their share of taxes for
the maintenanee and upkeep of government
to those eleetors who will be privileged to
return members in a greater proportion to
their own numbers. There can be no question
about it that this Bill is in the highest degree
unjust. I hope hon. members opposite are
not so much eommitted to it, simply because
it has been hefore the party for consideration,
that they will be unable to see that some
measure of justice is done to the eglectors
generally. If the people hecaunse they are
centred in the metropolitan area are to be
regarded as entitled to Parliamentary repre-
sentation only in the proportion of two to
one compared with the people outside the
metropolitan boundaries, where are we getting
to? Next as to the North-West. We know
that the Federal electoral boundaries are
determined largely on the basis of population.

The Premier: Absolutely.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And that is where we
will have to go, and sack you.

Hon. P. COLLTER: We have in the Perth
division for the House of Representatives
to-day an area only three or fonr miles
square. Ome eould start at a point of the
Perth division and walk right round the
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boundary lines and be back to the same point
in the course of two or thre¢ hours, Yet the
Kalgoorlie division of the House of Repre-
eeniitives to-day embraces 21 of our State
geats, taking in the whole of the goldfields
right to the Irwin, and the whole of the
North-West, During this campaign has any
complaint been made, or was any complaint
made in years gone by, on that score by those
who are responsible for the present Bill, or
by those who are supporting the measuref

Mr. Teesdale: The Federal representation
is no good to us, anyhow.

Hon, P, COLLIER: That is not. the ques-
tion. Haa any member who is supporting
this bagis of redistribution gone on the plat-
form during the present Federal campaign
to complain about the basis of the Federal
boundaries? Not ome.

Mr. Piesse: The Federal House fixed the
quota of numbers.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is what I am
talking abont. If it is a fair thing to give
gix times the representation to some electors
in this Btate that is given to others, would
it not be a fair thing to urge that six times
the representation should be given to, say,
Western Australia in the Federal House of
RepresentativesY Will any member get up
on the platform and argue for thatf

Mr. Money: Wae are not sufficiently repre-
gented there. That ls quite clear. We have
no voice.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have represen-
tation there in proportion to our numbers.
The hon. member does not expeet 300,000 to
have a voice equal to 3,000,000 people else-
where. What kin@ of democratic Govern-
ment would we bhave if 300,000 people were
given the same voice as 3,000,000%

Mr. Money: But we are absolutely neglee-

ted.

Hon. P. CO.LLIER: That is not the point.
What is the hon. member going to do about
itt Hon. membera supporting this Bill are
all strangely silent regarding the Federal
bagis for drawing boundaries. If there is
gilence in that regard, it is an inferemee that
the people are satisfied.

Mr. Money: There has heen plenty of
complaint.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There has been no
complaint whatever in this State regarding
the Federal basis for fixing the population
of each distriet.

Mr. Money: Complaint has gone to the
exent of threatening separation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not on that ground
at all.

Mr. Money: And on the ground of general
neglect.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The objeet of this
Bill seems to he to get unification.

Mr. Davies: It is hard to complain in view
of the fact that each State has equal repre-
gentation in the Senate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Becanse of that fact
there would be all tho greater justification
il?r u digparity in the House of Representa-

ves.
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Mr, Davies: No. If there were a com-
plaint as to the present representation in the
House of Representatives, we might get the
reply, “*Let the Senate representation be on
a population basis.'?

1Ion. P. COLLIER: We have equal repre-
sentation in the Scnate. The 300,000 people
of Western Australia have six senators, the
same number as the 2,000,000 people in New
South Wales have. BEvidently, if we are suf-
fering injustice, it is not beeavse of the hasis
of repeesentation; and that is what I have
been arguing., Our nceglect by the Common-
wealth iy due to other causes, and not to
the fact of our having unequal representation
in the House of Representatives,

Mr. Latham: A person cannot represent the
Kalroorlie seat as well as the Perth seat.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not having regard to
his particular convenience, I will admit,

Mr. Tatham: He could not keep in touwrh
with the people.

Hon, P. COLLTER: I do not suppose he
could.,  After all, the question of represeuta-
tion is largely one of taxation, and not of tho
convenience of a member in getting about hig
distriet, being able to attend to ecorrespon-
denee, and keeping in touch with every por-
tion of his electorate, so that he can walk
into a Minister's offiece and present the re-
quirements of his constituents.  That has
something to do with the question; but, after
all, the mafter hoils iteelf down chiefly to one
of taxation. Tt is an ol axiom that there
shounld be no taxation without representation.
But if we give the clectors of one part of
the State six times the representation that is
given to electors elsewhere, we have tazation
without representation,

Mr, Latham: Do not work it out on that
basis, or you will lose.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not know what
the hon. member is referring to.  Anyhow,
I shall vote against the Bill. T think it is
an outrageouns injustice, and a traveuty of
demosrativ government,

Mr. Pickering: What does the hon. member
say about the composition of the Commission?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We do not want a
Commission at all. Three office boys can be
appointed te the Commission, for all T am
conerrned, Tt is a farce to appoint a Com-
mission when they are so tied vp that they have
only to subdivide a certain area into a ver-
tain number of seata. That is simply a mwat-
ter of arithmetival caleulation. Take the met-
rapolitan area. The Commissioner will have
no digerction. There are to be 14 seats in
that arca, and so the 85,000 people of the
metropolitan area are to be divided by 14,
which means a quota of about 6,000 electors.
A hoy in the eoffice of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer could do that. Can it be said
that we require a Commission inclrding a
Surrewe Court judpe to do sweh unimportant
work as that? It would be an entirely differ-
ert matter if the Bill provided one quota for
the who'e State, with one-fifth more or nne-
fifth less. as the Bill of 1913 did. Then it
would rest with the disrretion of the Commis-
sioners how far to exercise that power of in-
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crepge or decrease in the various electorates.
T thiat vase the vomposition of the Commis-
sion would be imjortant. But under this Bill
all that hus to be done is to ascertain the
population, and then some office Loy ean
divide the seats up according to the numbers.

Mr, Pickering: What about the proviso
to ("lause &7

Hon, P. COLLIER: I will deal with it
when I get to it. What is it?

My, Pickering: Tt lays down that the Com-
migsioners shall consider community of in-
teredt, means of communication, physical fea-
tures, and existing houndaries of districts.

Tlgn. P, COLLIER: That proviso copies
the fanguage of the 1913 Bill. Tt ia of no
more importance than the appointment of the
Commirsion. Just ol serve how the hands of
the Commissioners are tied in determining the
boundaries of the four seats allotted te the
central goldfields. They have to draw the
boundary lines hetween those four seats.
What value has the provision as to community
of interest there? What diserctionary power
have the ('ommissioners there except to deter-
mine where the boundary lines shall run so
as to provide an equal nomber of electors
for carh of the four scats?{ T could do it in
five minutes, and so could anyone with a
knowledge of the distriet.

My, Teeadale: What about community of
interest between the pastoralist and  the
miner?

Hon. P. COLLIER: One canmot run a sort
of dog’s hind leg or a curved line through
a distriet to cut out a certain number of
men be-ause they follow a different oceupa-
tion from that followed by other residents.

Mr. Teesdale: 1t is not the menace to cer-
tain partirs that vou make out.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Of couvrse it is a men-
are. The whole basis of the Bill is wrong.
What does it matter where ane draws the
boundary lines when the very foundation is
inequitnble? TFirst of all the Bill says that,
no matter where the (lommission may draw
the loundary lines of the four North-West
seats, one vote in the North-West is to be the
eqnivalent of six votes in the metropolitan
ares. That is stuted in the measure, and is
not a matter for the determination of the
Commissioners at all. And similarly with
regard to the agricvltural area. Tt matters
nat how the horndary lines of the 23 seats
atlotted to the agrienltural area are drawn,
we shall &till have the faet that one vote i
the agricultural area will he the equivaleni
of two votes in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Richardsen: The Commission have nc
cloive.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is so. They are
tied down, The Bill lays down that 2,836
vates in the agrieultural prea are to be the
equal of approximately 6,000 votes in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Pickering: After all, there is only 2
difference of 23 per cont. between

Hon, P. COLLIER: Ilon. members op
posite are not conerrned akout any quota ai
nll. What they are concerned abnut is tha
this Bill grants to the people whom they re
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present, the people in the agricultural dis-
triets, a greater share in the government of
the country than to other people. That is all
those hon. members are concerned about, I
would like them to give some solid reasonm why
two clectors in Perth should have only the
same representation as one elector in the
Swan district, why two electors in Perth
should be only equal to one in the Murray-
Wellington electorate, or in the Bunbury
clectorate, or in the other agricultural elec-
torates. Simply to talk about distance from
the seat of government and the difficulty of
representing large areas, by way of justitying
such a disparity is ridiculous. Whilst it may
be true that one can justify some advantage
in numbers to the eountry districts, one ean-
not carry that to such an extent as this Bill
carries it—not with any degree of justice,
or with any regard for responsible Govern-
ment. I hepe, therefore, that the Bill will
be rejected on the second reading.

Mr. Davies: Briefly put, the hon. member
says there is no need to depart from the 1913
proposal?

Hon. P, COLLIER: That is so.

Mr. Davies: That is your argument, sum-
med up.

Hon. P, COLLTER: Yes. I am not argu-
ing in the interests of any political party. 1
freely admit that under the redistribution
proposed in the 1913 Bill, the mining areas
would have had fewer members than is con-
temuolated in the present Bill

The Premier: You would have had five.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, and probably we
will have from six to nin¢ under the present
Bilt. We may lose three seats. While La-
bour does not hold all the sgeats, it is from
the mining districts that we draw the greater
proporiion of owr numbers. Out of the 13
mining seats, we hold 11. If the goldfields
have not the requisite population, that iz no
reason why an abrolute injustice shall be done
to citizens in other parts of the State, We
cannot ask for representation if the reauisite
uumbers are not available. If the goldfields
clectorates have not the numbers on the one-
fifth basis, as provided in the 1913 Bill, they
must suffer a reduction in their Parliament-
ary representation. We cannot say we will
disfranchise thonrands, or tens of thousands,
of people simply because of geographical
considerations | Where would representa-
tive goverament be if we followed that line
of argument ¥ A departure to the extent
of one-fifth above or helow

The Premier: That makes 40 per cent.——

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. A departure to
that extent is as far as Parlizment will be
justified in going, having regard to the rights
of the taxpayera and the people of the State
generaliy.

Me, Monoy:
that elsewhere.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so, but thev
go to that extent for purely ulterior political
motives, in order that certain parties may
have extra political representation. Tt is done
in Victorin, where it takes from 20,000 to
22,000 electors o return one member to the
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They go much further than
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Legislative Assembly as against 5,000 clectors
in the country distriets. That i3 done in
Vietoria, beeause for the past 20 years or
8o, cvery metropolitan and suburban concstitu-
eney has returned a Labour member to Par-
linment.

The Premier: I do not think se.

Houn. I'. COLLIER: It is so. In Victoria
they will not give up the present electoral
boundaries, because it means that they can
retain power. The same thing has been done
in other Parliaments but invariably the
determining factor has been not the right
of the electors to representation in Parlia-
ment, but the fact that the political party
in power see in it seeurity of office,. While
that tendency exists in some of the Bastern
States, that is no reason why it should be
perpetuated in Western Australia,

Mr. Pirkering: But Vietoria is one of the
most prosperoug States in the Commeonwealth.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Whatever has that te
do with the point? What a silly, idiotic argu-
menf! If the hon, member’s supxestion means
anything, it is that becanse there is prosper-
ity in a State wwhere a minority is in power,
therefore we should have minority rule here.
His argument is one in favour of a minority
as against a majority. We cannet take away
the inalienable right of the majority to gov-
crn in the manner that seems best to them to
do. Tt is not possible to do so under the Bill
and I trost something more eguitable will
take its place, scmething like the Bill of 1913.
I will not go any further, in considering the
outlying or country districts than to agree
to a margin of one-fifth above or below.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, de-
bate adjonrned.

BILL—HOSPITALS.
Tn Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Colonial See-
retary in charge of the Bill

Cilanse 1—Short title and commencement:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 the figure ‘27 in ¢¢19237°

be struck out and ‘“5?’ be inserted in lien.

The Minister for Mines: Why?

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: My amendment
will make the Bill ¢come into oneration on the
1st Januvary, 1833, and that is early enough.
I believe the Bill will be detrimental to the
hespitals, and the longer we ean postpone it
coming into operation, the better.

The Minister for Aines : Postpone the
clavre and we ean diseuss thia later,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, T will take a
vote on this clause. The Bill is to come into
operation on the 1st January pext, but no
provigion has been made for carryine on the
hospitals after that date. The Estimates
have heen introduesd and provide mainten-
onee for hosritals for six months onlv, namely
from the 30th Jume to the 31lst December
next. As that portion of the Estimates has
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been passed, no provision has been made for
maintenance after the lat January.

The Minister for Mines: If the Bill is no
good in 1923, what good will it be in 1953}

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: I hope there will
be a wiser generation in those days.

The Minister for Mines: But you want
the wiscr generation to-day.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: I look for a gen-
eration that will give consideration to the
hospitals, for the Bill does not do so. I hope
the Bill will not come into forwe at all. Tt is
useless bringing in a Bill unless provision 18
made to cnable those in chavge of hospitals to
earry cut their work. There is noe such pro-
vigign in the Bill, not even the penny tax.

The Premier: We will seon provide for
that in a separate Bill.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: You may, but 1
intend to raise a point of order on that ques-
tion. I am simply telling the Premier what
he will get later on.

The Premier: You don’t want any taza-
tion.

Hon. P. Collier: Not on these lines.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: Membera have had
plenty of time to conaider the proposals con-
tainel in the Bill. No man who has had
anvthine to do with hospitals and has given
congideration to this question can come to the
conclvgion that the Bill will serve any good
purpose if it romes into operation on the 1lst
Jamaary, 1923,

Mr. Pickering:
19247

The PREMIER: No.

Hon. W. O. ANGWIN: Tt is useless for
the Bill to come into force at all. The Bill
cannrot come into forre, as suggested in the
clause. beeause the penny stamps could not
be printed by then. In any case, the Gov-
ernment will experience some difficulty in col-
lectins the penny tax.

Why not the 1st Janvary,

The Premier: Don’t make any mistake
abont that! .
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tke Premier

should not make any mistake either, for two
ean always play at that game. The Premier
will be ronfronted with greater opposition on
this matter than he has so far enconntered.
The people are really disgusted regarding
this tav. for they sec that the Government
stand alnaf and want to take the tax to re-
plenish their funds. Tt is impossible for the
Rill to come into operation as from the Ist
Janustrv nest, There is searcely an instito-
tion in Western Australia to-day that is not
being earried by the merchants, because the
institutions have not the money to pay their
monthly bills.

Mr. Latham: AR the more reason for
lerislation to enahle them to do so.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: TUnder the Bill
the wewber for York will give them less
monev than they have now.

Afr, Tatham: We wil give them more.

Hon. W. /1 ANGWIN: You cannot do it.

Mr Toekering: The Bill can be amended,
I suopose. .

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Not to increase
the amount to be collected. I trust-members
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will agree to postpone the Bill for 30 years,
as proposed in the amenidment.

The PREMIER: The Bill was before the
House last year and was referred to 2 select
committee representing hoth sides of the
Houge. Later that select commitiee was com-
verted imto a Royal Commission which took
evidence, reported and submitted a good Bild,

Mr., Heron: Drawn up on different lines
from those in this Bill.

The PREMTER: The Minister in charge
departed but very slightly from the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission.

Mr. Heron: Why, he got away from the
main prineiples?

The PREMIER: The main principles con-
tained in the Commission’s report are to be
found in the Bill. It does mnot follow that
the funds to be cellected under the Bill will
be the only funds available for expenditure on
hoapitals, T hope the Committee will not
agree to the amendment.

Mr, PICKERING: I too hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment. The
Bill is essential to the welfare of the hos-
pitals. I understand 5 series of amend-
ments has been submitted to the Minister in
charge, amendments framed solely with the
idea of improving the Bill

Hon., P. Collier: Submitted by whomt

Mr. PICKERTING: By certain members
who have considered the Bill.

Hon. P, Collier: Who are they?

Mr. PICKERING: Certain members, It
was hoped that those amendments would ap-
pear on the Notice Paper. Tt would be ex-
pedient to report progress, so as to enable
those amendments to be placed on the Npties
Paper. The springing of amendments on the
Committee is not fair, either to members or
to the Bill

The Minister for Mines: This is a pretty
important amendment, and certainly should
have been on the Notice Paper.

Mr. PICKERTNG: Tt means the strangu-
lation of the Bill. T do not think the hon.
member seriously wishes it to be carried.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do. I am against
the Bill altogether.
Mr. PICKERING: However, certain

members of the Committee have a number of
amendments which they wish to see on the
Notice Paper. I think progress ought to be
reported.

Mr, LATHAM: T hepe the amendment
will not be agreed to. Also I hope some
progress will be made with the Bill this after-
nopn, Conntry hospitals are anxiously await-
ing a Bill that will give them financial as-
sistance.  Certainly the Rill does not pro-
vide the revenuc which the Commission ex-
pected it would provide, but T think the Min-
ister in echarge will agree to certain amend-
ments which will result in a larger revenue.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Bussex (Mr. Pickering) says some party or
geeret conclave of members have been con-
sidering amendments to the Bill and bhave
submitted them to the Minister in charge.
He expressed surprise that those nmendments
are not on the Notice Paper. He said either
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too much or too little. He ought to have
given us some further information. Is it for
soe small section of members to meet, con-
sider amendments to the Bill, and then sub-
mit them to the Minister? Why pass them
on to the Minister?

Mr. Marshall:  For his instructions.

Mr, Latham: Becanse they are fingneial
cluuses,

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that is so, it is
all right, but the hon. member gave us no in-
formation heyond hinting that he has been in
conference with some of his colleagues, and
that they have conferred with the Minister,
and the Minister now has under considera-
tion the sugpested amendments, The mem-
ber for York (Mr. Latham) hopes an cifort
will he made to push on with the Bill, be-
cause country hospitals are in need of finan-
cial assistance, The hon. member knows that
the Bill will not relieve the situation.

Mr., Latham: We have to amend it

Ilon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member ap-
purently has some advantage. He appears
to know that certain amendments are to be
made. We on this side have no such infor-
mation, hut are vompelled to discuss the Bill
as it is before us. The Bill as it stands will
not in the slightest degree relicve country
hospitals.

Mr. Latham: We can amend it to provide
that relief,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: That is just what you
cannot do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A number of members
snpported the second reading on the ground
that the Bill would make increased monetary
provision for hospitals, Clearly the Bill docs
not do that, but there is apparently some
kind of understanding which it is hoped the
Minister will agree to, and under which the
Minister will accept certain amendments to
the financial clauses. If the Government in-
tend to seriously re-cast the Bill in Commit-
tee, the Committec are entitled to know of it.
There is no reason why members belonging
to that party of which the Minister is a mem-
ber should have information not in the
possession of other members. I hope the
Minister wiil frankly tell ua what he proposes
to d0. We were told the Bill would abolish
the cadging on strect corners. Far from doing
that, the Bill creates additional bodies whose
duty it will be to engage in the cadging busi-
ness. There is no provision under which we
ghall be able to maintain our hospitals with-
out having to raise funds by the objectionable
means of cadging. Under the Bill the posi-
tion of hospitals will be worse than in the
past. On the Revenve Estimates provigion ia
made for only six months’ maintenance of
the hoswpitals, after which the hosoitals will
have to tely on the eollections to he made
under tre Bill, the aggregate of which will
not be as much 2s what has heen nrovided in
the past. On the other hand, the evpenges
will be greatly inereased, becarse the Bill
rets up elaborate machinery for the adAminis-
{ration of the money to be raiged bv the pro-

1989

posed tax. Instead of the hospitals being
managed by the officers of the department,
we sball have a board, and I estimate that
the appointment of the board will oecupy at
least six months, We shall have to ascertain
the choice of all the local governing hodies
throughout the State, and reconcile their di-
vergent views as to the most desirable per-
sons to represent them, Some machinery
will be neeessary to enable the local govern-
ing authorities within 5¢ miles of Perth to
choose their represemtatives. How can the
Minister do that?

The Colonial Seeretary: On the same basis
perhaps as we choose representatives for the
Fire Brigades Board,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think the
Fire Brigades Board covers snch a wide area.

The Colonial Secretary: No, but it might
be done in the same way,

Houn, P. COLLIER: Usually one man is
nominated by agreement for the Fire Brig-
ades Board. As the hespitals board will
mect in Perth, there will be an opportunity
at regular and frequent intervals for the
country member to come to Perth, and his
expenses will have to be paid. This will be
an inducement for a considerable number to
nominate. In the event of there being half a
dozen or a dozen nominations, how does the
Minister propose to take the votet

The Coloninl Secretary: As I stated.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Difficult as it will be
with regard to the local governing bodies
within 50 miles of Perth, it will be much
harder to sclect a representative of the local
governing bodies in other parts of the State.
There {s a road board.at Hall’s Creek. How
many road boards are there in the North-
West and how far apart are they? Having
regard to the immense distances which separ-
ate even individuals in the North-West, lat
alone communities, the difficulty of aseertain-
ing the wishes of road boards as to their
nominee for the hospital board will be al-
most insuperable. I am supporting the
amendment because the Government pro-

pose to bring this measure inte opera-
tion almost &t once, whereas the
amendment seeks to postpone the date.

If it were intended to bring the Bill
into operation from the beginning of the
next finaneial year, the Minister and his staff
would have six maonths to organtse the neces-
sary machinery. It covld not be done in less
than gix months, unless it ja already in hand
in anticipation of the measure being pass~d.
How can the election of the board take place
within the next three weeks? How ean the
necessary orgapisation be arranged to colleet
the tax from the 140.000 wage-earners in the
State? The Bill sceks to make every em-
ployer a tax gatherer. The woman who em-
vloys & domestic or who calls in a washer-
woman or cleaner nnece a week must become
& tar gatherer., What staff of inavectors will
bre reonired to ensure that the fu)l amount is
being eollected? Tt will be necessary to get
into toueh with every householder who em-
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ploys help for any purpose whatsoever. Every )

employer, whether of one man or a thousand
men, will be a tux gatherer. Bometimes I
employ a man for half a day or a day to
cut my hedge, Iow can the department
aseertain whether there is any evasion? This
method of raising funds will lead to a whole-
sale cvasion of payment of the tax. I1f there
is to be any reasonably efficient supervision
to ensure that everyone who ought to pay does
pay, the board will need an enormous staff.
Any legislation which makes every employer
a tax gatherer should not be endorsed. If
the united wisdom of members will not en-
able us to frame some more effective, econo-
mical and reasonable method of raising the
necessary funds for our hospitals, it would
be well not only to adjourn consideration of
the Bill for 30 years, but for ourselves to
adjourn for 30 years and think the problem
out.

The Minister for Works: And have no elec-
tion during that period.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for
Works will be here 30 years henee, because
he kas made provision in the number of hats
he has bought to carry him on. The Bill will
never be passed as printed, and it would save
our time if the amendment were adopted.
Weo are looking forwarded to being released
from our strenuous and arduous duties. If
the amendment i3 not adopted, we shall have
to continue into the new year for no purpose
whatever. - Not one out of the 50 members
supported the Bill in its present form.

The Colonial Secretary: You should not
includs me.

Hon, P. COLLIER: When the Minister in-
troduced the Bill, innocent-like he helieved in
its provisions, but by the time it had passed
the second reading, even he had ceased to
believe cntirely im its virtues.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am justified in say-
ing that the whole 50 members favour some
amendment. The references from the cross
benches lead me to believe that the Minister
has decided to effect impertant amendments
before the Bill is passed, and so the Minister
has changed his views. XNo one approved of
the Bill on the second reading, and the sec-
ond reading was carried only in a friendly
way to let the Minister down lightly, rather
than give him a severe jolt at the commence-
ment of his Ministerial carcer by throwing
the measure out. Tf the Minister seriously
intends to persevere with the Bill, the most
expeditions way will be to place on the Netice
Paper the amendments he considers advisable
in the lipht of the second reading debate. If
this ia done, we shall occupy not one-fourth
of the time that will be necessary if we pro-
cecll 0 discuss the Bill clause by elause, wan-
dering in a wilderness without knowing what
we are doing., The Israelites wandered in the
wilderness for 40 vears. TUnless the amend-
ments are put on the Notice Paper, we shall
be wendering through this Bill for 40 nights.

(ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: With a pillar of
tloud by day and a pillar of fire by night?

Hon. P, COLLIER: There will be no pillar
of fire; we shall be in absolute darkness, I
will give the Minister an opportunity of tell-
ing the Committee what took place between
himself and the conclave or cave of members
on the eross-benches. Has the Minister re-
ceived instructions from any outside quarter?
Members on the cross-benches, I know, are
anxious for a Bil]l that will give equitable
consideration to country hospitals, However,
their methods may not be such as to commend
themselves to other members. In that regard
I may say that if imperative instructions are
issued, with a determination that they must
be obeyed, they are carried out by the Gov-
ernment. But surely this is not a party Bill;
surely it is a measure that may be freely con-
sidered by the whole Chamber. Or, let me ask,
it this Bill to be fashioned on the same lines
as the Electoral Distriets Bill} Is the pro-
posal that the metropolitan resident shall
pay 2a. for every shilling paid by a resident
of the agricultural area, and Gs. for every
shilling paid by a resident of the North-
West? Or is that principle restricted to the
matter of Parliamentary representation?
How will the agrariang of Claremont get ont
Perhapa Claremont is to be exeluded from
the metropolitan area?  Let the Minister
tell us exactly what he proposes to do regard-
ing this Bill, or else let us adjourn its con-
sideration for at least six months. Mean-
time I object to the member for Bussex being
in the confilence of the Minigter, and being
nble to suggest amendments to him, in a way
which members on this side are not privi-
leged.

Mr. TEESDALE: The attitude of hon.
members opposite disappoints me. There is
not the slightest chance of the venomous
amendment of the member for North-East
Fremantle being carried. To-day’s debate
is a splendid illustration of the farcical nature
of infquiriee by Royal Commissions. Sarely
it is an extraordinary thing that no good
whatever should come out of the de-
liberations of the Hospitals Royal Com-

mission, It i3 a reflection on the
members of that Commission to say
that their report is all twaddle. Here is

a document which haas cost £85 of public
nioney for orinting alone, and are we
simply to cast it aside as rotten and value-
less? T hope hon. members opposite will ask
for no more Roval Commissions.

Hon, P. Collier: We have not asked for

* them.

Mr. TEESDALE: Has all the expense of
this Royal Commission, ineluding the cost of
travelling, heen simply wasted? Hon. mem-
bers opposite are unreasonable.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A mis-
understanding has certainly arizen in the
mind of the member for Sussex reparding the
amendments which have been referred to. No
amendments have been handed to me by any
mcmber of the House.
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Hon. P. Collier: The member for Sussex
said there had been.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: As I say,
there is a misunderstanding. The wish may
have bheen father to the thought as regards
the nced for amendments. My feeling with
respect to the Bill is largely the same as when
1 introduced it. Possibly amendments are re-
quired; if so, they can he moved, and then
discussed on their merits, The amendment
now before the Chair I do not regard seri-
ously.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is intended to kill
the Bill.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I thope
that will not be its resnit. Throughout the
debiate it has been stated that an amount of
£100,000 would be produced annually by the
imposition of the proposed tax., Further
congideration, however, has shown that the
amount resulting will probably be £123,000,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is £10,000 more
than the Commission estimated.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: Yes. The
Commission did not give congideration to the
amount to be produced from dividend tax.
The member for North-East Fremantle,
speaking on the second reading, mentioned
that the Consolidate TRevenve provided
£143,000 annoally for hospitals, and went on
to say thal as this Bill would furnish only
£113,000 yearly, the hospitals would, under
the measure, be £30,000 per annum worse off.
But the hon. member overlooked the fact that
certain other hospital expenditure is borme
by the Consolidated Revenue, expenditure not
included in the amount of £143,000 men-
tioned by him. TIn view of those facts it is
evident that the position of the hospitals
must be better with £123,000 produced an-
nnally under this Bill for the definite purpese
of hospital service.

Mr. Heron: That is no good if you eut
out the £100,000 previously provided.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: On the
seeond reading I said that Consolidated Rev-
enug would be relieved by at least £100,000.
I find I shouvld have said £123,000.

Mr. Heron: That makes it so much the
worse.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill puts the
hospitals in a worse position than ever be-
fore. Tt is not in accordance with the de-
sires of the Royal Cominission.

Mr. Teesdale: The Premier says there has
been very little alteration.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIX: I do unot care a
hang what the Premier says. We have it
here in black and white. The Premier said
also that if the hospitals wanted more money
it must he found somewhere. T want to know
where it is to eome from. I tell the Colonial
Sccretary that the figures I gave are eorrect.
If he doubles the amount provided for six
months, it will give him a total of £133,000.

The Colonial Sceretary: No, £102,000.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There is £66,000
odd for the six months. Surely the Minister
ean double that and arrive at the total for
the year. We are told the hospitals will re-
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ceive in revenue £20000 for six months!
As a matter of fact they bave never got
so much as £20,000 in twelve months, It
is ridiculous for the Minister to try te fool
s like this. The only question is whether
I allowed too much for repairs, £11,000 odd.
I took it to be for six months, whereas I now
learn it was 12 months, However, I did not
double that awmount in my caleulations, If
the member for Roebourne were to move that
a subsidy be added to the tax, the Chairman
would at once rule him out of order.

Mr. Latham: That may be the arrange-
ment made with the Minister,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister says
he has made no arrangement.

The Colonial Secretary: I said I had re-
eciverd no amendments.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the Minister
intended to move in that direetion, why bas
he not put the amendment on the Notice
Paper?

Mr. Harrison: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Minister says
he is going to get £123,000. The Royal Com-
mission put it at £113,000.

The Colonial Secretary: Last year £23000
wns collected from patients.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIXN: TUnder the Bill the
donations will he less thau previoualy. It
is already rumoured that if the Bill passes,
people  will  withdraw membership from
triendly societies. Those people to-day are
receiving medical attention through the
friendly sneieties, but when they are com-
pelled to subseribe io the hospitals, they will
demand treatment at the hospitals. Again,
people do not objeet to econtributing to a hos-
pital for the assistance of the destitute sick,
hut they will object strongly to eontributing
ta n hospital in order to give the Govern-
ment increased revenue. That is what the
Bill | rovides for. Even the member for Men-
zies (Mr. Mullany), on the second reading,
said the Bill did not provide sofficient to en-
akle the hospitals to carry on, and added that
he hal expected the tax would be in addition
to the cstablished subsidy. Why should we
waste time going on with the Bill ontil we
know that the finances to he raised wiil be
sufficient for the maintenance of the hospi-
tuls? No ifidication has heen given that the
(Giovernment intend to supplement the tax by
o subgidy. In New Zealand, the only place
in Australagia where there is a board as
provided for in the Bill, the money raised by
the board is supplemeuted hy contributions
on a fixed seale from Consolidated Revenue.
Thus the New Zealand hospitals know exactly
their position. Here we are asked to pass a
Bill which will put the hospitals in a nmch
worse positon than ther are in to-day. FEvery
hon, memher knows that no hospital can earry
on under the Bill. Once the tax is imposed,
the suhseriptions and donations to hospitals
will be materially reduced. At Fremontle
they cannot get enoueh to-day. Yet haring
regard to the prevailing conditions, they get
there as murh as is contributed in any other-
| art of the State.
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The Minister for Mines: T doulit that.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: Tn timber distriets
and in remote goldfields distrieta the hospitals
get larger donations beeause the contributors
are entitled to treatment at the hospitals,
That, of course, vannot be done in Perth or
in Fremautle. If that system were intro-
dueed at the Perth hospital to-morrow there
would not bhe a doetor there next day.
Even the provision for the doctors in out-
back hospitals has now been eut down by one
half on the Revenue Estimates. In these
¢ireamstances, we are justifield in trying to
defeat the Bill and have it replaced hy a
more practicable one. 1 am anxicus to see
the Bill shaped in aceordance with the Com-
misdion ’s wishes. We ghould prevent the Bill
going further until we know that the desires
of the Commission will be carried out. Who
will he on the board? Where shall we find
the men who will take positions on the board?

Mr. Teesdale: On account of the tax?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: On acecount of in-
sufficient fands.

Mr. Teesdale:
mended the tax.

Ton. W, €. ANGWIN: Why does not the
hon, member read the Bill?

Mr, Teesdale: I have read a good deal of
it. Did not the Commission recommend the
tax?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, and alzo that
the Government should provide a subsidy.
which has not been done. As soon as the
Government deeided to introduee this Bill
they redueced the vote for the upkeep of hos-
pitals. On the 31st December next there will
not be 6d. available for the maintenance of
hospitals, or even for the payment of a dis-
trict medical officer. Are the hospitals to
close their doora at the end of the present
year and throw their patients out into the
streets, or are they to go further into debt?
We have been accused of blocking legislation,
but in eases like this it is our duty to do so.

The Premier: What is it you want?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I want the Premier
to say that the taxation to be imposed will be
supplemented by Government subsidy.

The Premier: That will not be necessary.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It will be, and the
Commission found that to be the case.

The Minister for Mines: Did not the Pre-
mier say that the hospitals must be main-
tained, even if the Government had to find
the money?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: But we¢ must take
the position as it has been placed before us.

The Premier: You want a clause ingerted
setting out that money will he provided to the
extent that will be necessary beyond the con-
tributions.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That will help con-
giderably.

The Premier: We will do that; we are
anxious to meet your objections.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will accept the
Premier's statement that he will draft an amend-
ment to meet the position.

The Minister for Mines: You wounld not give
the Board an open cheque to do what they

The Commission rccom-
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liked. What you want is to fix each year the
amount to be allowed to hospitals for mainten-
ance.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: The Minister knows
that the general feeling is that the proposed
tax should relieve begging. If the Premier
will carty out what he has just promised, that
ia all that will be required. For the lirst time
the Premier has declared this. I will ask leave
to withdraw my amendment so that the Premier
may put hias suggestion into draft form and place
it on the Notice Paper. We might now report
progress,

The Minister for Works: But we have not
made any progress.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We have passed
the title.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The PREMIER: I have told the House
that the Govemment will have to provide ad-
ditional funds beyond the amount contributed,
I thought the hon. member undetstood me,
Hospitals must be maintained.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would like something
more de nite from the Premier, He cannot
blame any member for expressing a doult re-
garding the Government's intentions. The
Colonial Secretary in introducing the Bill made
it clear what the Government's intentions were,
He said the Bill was for the purpose of raising
an amount of money a8 a substitute for Govern-
ment assistance, and the main feature of the
second reading debate centred arcund that
question. Since then no statement has been
made by any Minister different from the con-
tention advanced by the Colonial Secretary.
Even what the Premier has now told us is glori-
outly indefinite. I{ is as vague and as meaning-
less as it is possible for any etatement to be.

Mr." Teesdale: He has to stand to it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I venture to say that
the hon. memher cannot set down in DLlack
and white what the Premier has promised to do.

Mr. Teesdals: He has promised to provide
what is in the New Zealand Act,

Mr. Lutey: You are easily gulled.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member in
his eagemness to help the Governmeat puts a
conatruetion on statements made by the Premier
which the Premier himself does not know any-
thing shout.

Mc. Tecsdale: He said he would make up
the decienocy.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The hon. memler is
easily satis ed. There are four Ministers trying
to engineer this Bill through, and no one ! nows
the attitude of the Government upon it. I
am just as capahble as any other mem'er of
grasping the meaning of a statement. 1 listened
carefully to what the Premier said, but I cannot
declare what the attitude of the Govemnment

is to be.

Mr. Teesdale: The member for North-East
Fremantle was satis’ed ; he withdrew his
amendment.

The Minister for Mines: The Premier said
he wonld ma'e provision for whatever was
necessary to maintain the hospitals.

Hon. P. COLLIER : That is the point, and we
may continue in the future as we have done in
the past and nd cadging and other o'vjectionable
methods going on as uswal. Then anything
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that the hospitals are short of will be made up
by the Government. The Premier has not
declared thet he is prepared to find the necessary
funds in addition to what will be raised by tax-
ation, in order t0 obviete cadging,

The Premier : I do say that. Will that satisfy

You?
Hon. P. COLLIER: The FPremier has not
said it before. Members cannot understand

what is in his mind. We have had the Bill before
us for weeks and the Govemment did not know
whet their own attitude was towards it. It
haa been dragged out of them grudgingly, bit
by bit, word by word, inch by inch. hen
he ia forced to give ground the Premier becomes
angry because we have not been able to under-
stand his intentions. We can only understand
the intentions of the Govemment from the
Minister who introduces the Bill. The criticism
has been based upon that introductory speech.
If the Minister does not know what the intentions
of the Government are how can members be
condemned for not knowing? Are we to be
criticised becauvse we have accepted as the policy
of the Government that which was set out by
the Minister in charge of the Bill ? It was the
deliberate intention of the Government to
substitute this tax for their other contributions.
Member after member asserted, in conformity
with the principles laid down in the Bill, that
this was the intention of the Government and
it was never denied until now. For the first
time we have it from the Premier that he does
not propose to adhere to that principle.

The Premier: You did not ask me anything
sbout begging.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Every member asked
about it. We said it was leading the hospitals
into the same desperate straits as they had
been in during the past, and would give us the
same cadging methods that have hitherto ob-
tained. The Bill, indeed, givea statutory re-
cognition of it.

The Premier : If people like to give why should
they not do so?

Hon. P. COLLIER: By way of voluntary
subscriptions, but the Bill provides for collections
of money by an authority set up under it. The
whole function of the Bill is one of finance.
The rest amounta to s mere detail.

Mr. Teesdale: Look at the improvement you
will have now.

Hon. P, COLLIER.: We should not have got
that admission if we had remained silent. The
vital difference between the recommendations
of the Royal Commission and this Bill is £100,000.

Mr. Pickering : It ia the difference that counts.

Hoo. P. COLLIER. : It is the whole difference.

The Minister for Minesa: The sum of £14,000
was contributed by the people as the result of
cbaritable appeals. We have to replace that.

Hon. P, COLLIER : Yes, but more than that
has to be replaced if the hospitals are to be
treated equitably. BMany couniry institutions are
being maintained entirely by the Government
whilst others are practically self-supporting,

The Minister for Mines: That ia a different

i Where they are supported by local effort,
it is & contribution made to give people free
hospital treatment where required.

Mr. Heron ;: Not alwaya ; you are wrong there.

The Minister for Mines: No. Take the timber
districts.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill involves more
than £14,000.

The Minister for Mines; Yes, but that re-
presents the difference as a result of publie

EEINE.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Tf the Government only
found the amount that is now raised by public
effort it would not go very far.

The Minister for Mines: We have to make
up the public begging portion.

The Premier: And a little more,

Hon. P. COLLIER: We should have all this
stated in the Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It was
sbated that an amount of £143,000 was provided
for hospitals on the current year's Estimates
and that the Bill, called a taxation Bill, would
only produce £100,000. The amcunt set omt
on the Estimates for the year was £102,344. It
is estimated that the Bill will produce £123,000
and that together with the amount collected
from patients, approximately £25,000, at least
a further £30,000 will be available for hospitels
than they have had in the past.

Hopo. W. C. Angwin: Nothing of the kind.
Check it yourself.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I have done

50.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I checked the figures
with your officers,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The figures
aro correct. If we throw aside all the money
produced by subscriptions, donations and special
efforts we shall lose in actus! fipures £14,737.
Notwithstanding the hospital tax, there will
be a fair sum raised in the form of subscriptions
and gifts to different hospitals. I hope the Bill
will reduce what is known as cadging. Thae
wisdom of holding up people in the streeta to
purchase buttons, etc., may be questioned, but
the wisdom of bholding a fete and developing
some effort for hoepital maintenance cannot be
questioned. Those who contribute should be
permitted to do so, but there i3 no obligation
ppon anyone to give. Many of these efforts
are of outstanding value as social functions. If
we lost all this subscription money, we should
gtill have a good deal in hand under the Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: If I misled members by
the statement I made, I regret it. I understood
on my return from the country that certain
matters had been submitted to the Minister for
his congideration, and that he had promised to
bring down certain financial amendments. The
Minister has denied that, although I have the
assurance of one or two members that they
consulted him in the matter. We should be
afforded an opportunity of seeing these amend.
ments on the Notice Paper before considering
them. I believe that the cost of buildings,
repairs, renovations, ete., will have to come out
of the money raised by this tax. If a0, this will
constitute a further charge upon the sum, and
will reduce the money available for other hos-

ital purposes. The sum of £103, 000,which has

n provided in the past, is inadequate.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Over £66,000 was pro-
vided for six months.

Mr. PICKERING : The financial position of
nearly every hospital in the State is bad. I have
received a letter to-day from the Busselton hos-
pital asking me to point out to the Coloniat
Secretary the necessity for raising the subsidy
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by at least £200. The demand for hospital
accommodation is increasing in the country with
the increased population. Hospital accommo-
dation must, therefore, be rendered certain.
Until to-day we had no definite undersianding
as to what tho Government intended. Had it
not been for the remarke of the moember for
North-East Fremantle, supplemented by those
of the Leader of the Opposition, we would not
have had that definite promise from the Premier.
Before we continue with the Bill, that promise
should take the form of amendments placed on
the Notice Paper. Further than that, we have
a right to see those amendments which we
consider vital placed on the Notice Paper, soeing
that the Minister refuses to recognise them,
although I am quite satisfied they were brought
under his notice. The Premier would be wise
if he agreed to roport progress at this stage,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I wish to
make a slight correction in my roemarks. I said
that the fees for the yoar amounted to £25,000 ;
I find, however, that they emounted to £50,518.
X made the position of the hospitals to be £25,000
worso than they really are and, as a matter of
fact, the positicn is really better to that extent.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The Minister fails
to realise that the fees are paid to the hospitals
to-day and not to the Government, apart from
a few of the Government hospitals,

The Premier: There are s good many.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The fees from the
whole of them would not.amount to £20,000.
For last year that sum was set down, but it was
not realised. The totel amount provided on
the Estimates for the upkeep of hospitals, and
so forth, is £66,655; which 13 for the half-year.
If thet is doubled it makes £133,310 for the year.
Yet the Minister will keap on saying thab that
i3 the total amount provided for hospitals.

Mrs. Cowan: And then maintenance charges
will have to come out of that ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, there is £11,000
on the Estimatea this year for mainienance,
but that is only for six months. These items
are marked “g,” showing that they are for aix
months only. The meaning of that is that the
Bill will have to provide money for maintenance
for the future.

Mr. MARSHALL: I move an amendment—

That in line 2 the figure * 3™ in *“ 19237
be struck out with & view to inserting “9 ™
in lien.

I am not sanguine as to the promises made by
the Premier. The Bill represents an innova-
tion in taxation as applied in the Sfates or the
Commonwealth. I will not support any such
system of taxation.

The Premier: That is a perfectly honest
statement, if you do not want any tax at all,
but there must be some taxation.

Mr, LATHAM : On a point of order. Is not
the member for Murchison making & eecond
reading speech ?

The CHAIRMAN: The hoo. member
is in order. The amendment seeks to
change the date of the Bill coming into opera-
tion from 1923 to 1920 and the Committee will
deal really with the whole subject again.

My, MARSHALL: I am strongly opposed to
the Bill and would like to see it thrown aside.
I do not see how it is possible to bring the Bill into
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operation aa from the lst January, 1923. That
is only threc weeks ahead and it is certain that
the Government cannot put it into operation
by that time.

The Promier: Why not ?

Mr., MARSHALL; How can the Premier
take steps to have the board elected, seeing that
those entitled to vote reside in localities so far
apart as Cape Leeuwin and Wyndham? It
is utterly impossible. Moreover, the stamps
cannot be printed in time.

Mr. Latham: That would take one day!

Mr, Munsie: Even if the stamps could be
printed in one day, it would take throe months
t0 get them to their destination in some cases.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 do not know how lon
it would take the Government to get in touo
with the road board adjacent to the Northern
Territory and got the decision of that body
regarding a nominee for the board. Certainly,
if expedition can be used in connection with the
Bill, it will be, boeause it ia a taxation measure,
To place an ordinary servant getting 10s. o week
and keep on the same plane as people earning
their living without any great effort is totally
wrong and I oppose the tax,

Mr. Davies: The Commission was unanimous
on that point.

Mr, MARSHALL: But this Committes haa
no responsibility on that score. From time to
time, reports of select committees and Roysl
Commissions have been ignored by the Govern-
ment and by Parliament and I do not see why
that cannot be done in this case.

Mr. Davies: But you cannot blame the
Government for that!

Mr. MARSHALL: I am nof, but I ask the
Government to ignore the report owing to the
injustice of this proposal.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes .. . 10
Noes * .. . 25
Majority against . 18
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. MecCallum
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsle
Mr. Hercn Mr. Walker
Mr. Lutey Mr, Wlllcock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Lambert
(Tedler,)
NOES,
Mr. Droun Mr. Mann
Mrs, Cowan Sir James Mitchell
Mr., Davles Mr. Money
Mr. Denton Mr. Pickering
Mr., Durack Mr. Piesse
Mr. Geoerge Mr. Sampson
Mr, Glbsen Mr. Senddan
Mr. Harrlzon Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Hlekmott Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, Latham * Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr., H. K. Maley l {Tcler.)
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Motion thus negatived

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It would be impos-
sible to bring the measure into operation next
ear, and if it were possible, no funds would
available. The election of the board will
ocenpy considerable time and involve many
difficulties. The electors of the Fire Brigades
Board arc comparatively few in number. Only
those who contribute to the funda of the board
have a voice in the election of the board, The
election of the hospitals board, however, would
pecessitate taking a vote of all the road boards
and municipalities throughout the State and
considerable time would be required to prepare
the necessary machinery and get the Act into
operation.
The Premier: That is the second string to
your bow.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, the original
amendment was designed to kill the Bill.

The .Premicr: But you now want t0 moke

the date 1929.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The only question
before us at present is that *“3* in 19237
be struck out. The Premier must realise the
necessity for deferring the date.

Mr. LUTEY: I support the amendment
in the hope that the Bill will be defeated. This
Bill ia purely a subterfuge to raise additional
taxation. If it were not for the taxation pro.
posed to be raised, we would never have seen
the Bill. It is suggested that £123,000 will be
raised. We have mdicated other ways in which

additional taxation might be raised, but the .

Government have proved adamant. About
100,000 of the people who will be taxed will not
be in & position to pay. Why should there be
a special tax for hospitals and not a special
tax for education? This is s sneaking pro-
position to work on the feelings of membera
in the hope of raising additionsl taxation. We
have suggested unimproved land values taxation,
but the Government shy at it. The Govern-
ment are raising only £50,000 from land texation
and yet they are prepared to drag another
£123,000 from people, a large proportion of
whom are not on the bread line. I hope members
will not be pulled by the nose in this way. The
member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) by inter-
jection expressed the hope that the Bill would
do away with cadging. Under the Bill cadging
will be more rampant than ever. The Govern-
ment have made only six months provision for
the hospitals and are merely out to get additional
taxation under the guise of reform.

Hon. P. COLLIELR:
That progress be reported.

The CHAIRMAN : 1 cannot accept a motion

of that kind for another five minutes. Fifteen

minutes have not elapsed since a similar motion
was moved.

I move—

Disgent from Ruling.

Hon. P. Collier: Under what Standing Order
de you give that ruling?! It is of no use
going on guess work. If thercisaStanding Order,
we ehould be able to discover it. I move—

That the ruling of the Chairman be dissented
“from.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair. ]
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The Chairman: At s quarter to six the
member for North-East Fremantle moved to
report progress. The motion was defeated.
At five minutes to six the Leader of the Opposition
moved to report progress. I ruled that the
motion was not in order as Standing Order
No. 164 distinctly states that 15 minutes must
elapse before a similar motion can be again put.
As the quarter of an hour had not elapsed, I
wonld ask you to approve of my ruling on the
point.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He has found the
Standing Order since.

The Deputy Speaker: As the Standing Order
distinctly states that 15 minutes must elapse
hetween the time thet any hon. memher moves
to report progress and the time that another
member may do so, I must uphold the Chair-
man's ruling.

The Chairman: The 15 minutes having now
elapsed, can I receive the motion to report
progress ?

The Deputy Speaker: Yes.

Committee resumed.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I wmove—

That progress be reported.

Motion put, and 8 divizion taken with the
following result :—

Ayes ... e 12
Noes ... .. 23
Majority against o 11
AYRS,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Collier Mr. MceCallum
Mr. Harrison Mr. Pickering
Mr. Heron Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr, Lutey Mr. Munzle
{Tellgr.)
Noga,
Mr. Broun Mt. Mann
Mrs. Cowan Bir James Mitcheil
Mr. Davlies Mr. Money
Mr. Denton Mr. Pilesre
Mr. Durack Mr. Sampson
Mr. Creorge Mr, Scaddan
¥r. Gibson ’ Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr, Hlckmott Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Jnhnstan Mr. A, Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Q. C. Maley Mr, Mullany
Mr. H. K, Maley (Teiler.)

Motion thus negatived.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Very few memlers
realise how the provisions of the mcasure strike
the public. For the information of hon. members
opposite 1 may read a letter which has reached
me from a well-known public man and strong
Nationalist—

Dear Mr. Angwin,—I hope you will be sue-
eeasful in your effort to have the Hospitals
Bill rejected. The system it would introduce
is an anachronism, and I am surprised to find
it suggested in these days. The duiy of &
State to care for its indigent sick is as impera-
tive as its duty to feed its indigent hungry,
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and any system which bides from the people
this direct and imperative duty is wrong. It
tends to act as an opiate, end that 1 think is
always an evil. Whatever may be said to
the contrary, the introduction of the local
element is bound to create an atmosphere of
parochialism, and in no phase of our life is
that atmosphere more cbjectionable than in
relation to the treatment of the indigent.
The English poor-house is a striking illustra-
tion. As the duty is cast upon the State, it
should be discharged by the State out of its
ordinary revenue. Taxation by the State
for specific and earmarked purposes is, in my
view, open to objection. The QGovernment
might just as well create an education hoard
with taxing powers. The Bill would not have
been introduced except by o Govermment
foolish enough to think they can hide the fact
that increased taxation is being imposed, and
my opinion is that the only aim of the Govern-
ment is to get increased taxation without being
found out. The deticit, however, will keep
as large as ever, and the sick will be no better
cared for, even if the Bill is carried. There
iz 8 lot to be said for a central board—which
the Government can create at their pleasure—
exercising a cloger supetvision and eontrol
over all hospitals, both public and private ;
but that is another and a minor matter. Wish-
ing you every success, yours faithfully.

Mr. Latham: What is the signature
Hon. W, C. ANGWIX : That is all right.

The Minister for Mines: Name!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am not going to
give the name. The writer is one who has been
on the platform to assist many members opposite
to get into Patliament, and has taken & very
active interest in the National movement here.
He does not support memhers on this side nf the
Chamber. The letter shows he realises that wo
bave in office to-day a Government foolish
enough to think they can hide their artiona
from the people.

The Minister for Works:
hide anything.

Hon. P. Collier: You hid that railway for
two veara pretty successfully.

Mr. Latham: You have not told us who the
writer is.

Heon. W. C. ANGWIN: He is not a Country
Party man.

Mr. Latham: No Country Party man would
write a letter like that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There are members
on the Country Party benches who are not really
«Country Party, who are really Nationalists in
that position for what their friends can get
out of it.

Mr. Teesdale: Why did not the writer of that
letter send it to someone on this side inatead
of to you ¥

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: Because le knows
hen. members opposite will go any way they
are pulled. He knows that if he wishes to
introduce something for the betterment of the
people, he cannot get any support for it from
memhers opposite if it is not approved hy the
Government. There was never any trouble
about hospitals when we were in ollice. The
Labour Government found the money required
far the upkeep of the hospitals. The object of

We do not wish to
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the amendment is to postpone consideration of
the Bill. The present Government refuse to
maintain the hospitals out of revenue. They
refuse to adopt the methods by which the taxa-
tion of a Government is usvally judged. The
direct tax to be imposed by this Bill would never
be taken into consideration when the taxation
of the country was heing estimated.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 lo 730 p.m.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Before tes I was
pointing out that the proposed taxation will
not be regarded as an addition to the general
taxation. During the Iagt five or six years our
direct taxation has been inereased approximately
120 per cent. This new taxation will bring us
up to over & million pounds per annum although,
as [ say, it will not be regarded as an addition
to the general direct taxation.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the amendment will
be passed. Correspondence from the committee
of the Meekatharra hospital—a hody who have
raised many hundreds of pounds for that in-
stitution—shows that they take strong ex-
ception to the Bill in its present form. A Bill
thet would give reagonable support to hospitals
would be wecleomed by hon. members generally.
The Bill before us will impose a tat on hospital
committees, composed of men who have done
inveluable work for their respective hospitals,
and will supersede those committees by the
board yet to be created. Moreover, that board
will be elected, not by hospitel subscribers, but
by road boards, and so the local autonomy of
hospitals will disappear,

The Colonial Secretary : The local committees
who are doing effective work will remain.

Mr. MARSHALL: It will be left to the board
to say whether the work being done by those
local committeea is effective, Tt is nob fair
to ask members of local committees to pay bhis
proposed taxation in addition to their subserip-
tions to, and work for, the local hospitals, The
Meekatharra hospital committee expected that
the proposed taxation would supply them with
sufficient money to maintain their hospital and
give hospital treatment to all. Now they find
the Bill to be worse than thet of last session.
It will merely serve to relieve the Government
of the payment of subsidy to hospitals. More-
over, it will not bring in sufficient funds to
maintain the hospitals on their existing scale.
There is no chance to get the Bill into operation
from the lst January, 1923,

The Premier: You must not threaten.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not threatening, but
it will he utterly impossible to start earlier than
the 1st January, 1924, the machinery to he
created under the Bill. There ia no real com-
mumity of interest between the road boarda and
the hospitals, notwithstanding which the road
boards are to elect the propesed hospital trust,
which will supersede the local committees.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2—Interpretation:

Mr. PICKERING: To understand what the
interpretation of ** board "' means, one has to

turn to the elause which deals with the appoint-
ment of the board. Hitherto the hoards have
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been composed of those who have shown a direct
interest in the institution. Most of those who
in the past have subscribed have been local
storekeepers, farmers and others. The appoint-
ments should be in the hands of those who con-
tribute towsnrds the cost of bhe institution. The
whole constitution of the proposed board is
unsatisfactory and it is opposed to the principles
for which we stand. If we carry out the pro-
posals contained in the Bill, we shall alienate &
lot of sympathy and interest which has in the
past been displayed in connection with country
hospitals. I suggest that we report progress
80 that amendments which we desire to move
may be placed on the Notice Paper.

Mr, MARSHALL: I move—
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a diviston taken with the
following result :—

Ayes ... 10
Noes ... 23
Majority against ... 13
AYEa,
Mr. Apgwlo Mr. McCallum
Mr, Colller Mr, Pickering
Mr, Harrizon * Mr. Walker
Mr. Heron Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)
Mr. Marshall i
Nogs.

Mr, Broun Mr. Mann
Mrs, Cowan Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Davles Mr. Piesse
Mr. Denton Mr. Richardson
Mr. Durack Mr, Sampson
Mr. George Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Glbsen Mr. J. H. 8mith
Mr. Hickmott Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Johnseton Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Latham Mr. A, Thomson
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley {Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tf no satisfactory amend-
ment is moved to this clause I will vote against
it. There are enough boards provided in this
Bill with which to build a house. It appesrs
that the local committees will be under the
dominetion of boards.

The Minister for Mines:
the boards.

Mr. MARSHALL: Not at ail. A hospital
committee may be asllowed to go on raising
money, but will be superseded in its management
of the hospital. If I can prevent it this Bill will
never pass. The principle under which these
boards are to be elected is undemocratic, Lut
the Government see no herm in it so long as
they can raise money. 1 move an amendment—

That in the definition of ** hoard ™ all the
words after ** 1894 > in line 3 be struck out.

My object is to protect the local committees
whieh have done good work for many years,
Unless I am assured that they will not be super-
seded, I will persist in the amendment.

Hon. P. Collier: Do not rely too much on the
advice of the Minigter.

They will become
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The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: The inter-
pretation clauvse is essential and means what it
says. But for this interpretation boards of
management would come under the 1894 Act.
We shall improve the position of our hospitals
hy hringing our legislation up to date,

Mr. Mann : Now you are wiser,

Mr. MARSHALL: The explanation of the
Minister conveys nothing. Does the clause create
boards that will supereede local committees ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It may he
desirable in certain ceses that the enisting
committees should be allowed to continue. I
would instance the Kellerberrin hosapital, where
the local committee are doing goot work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If you exempt Keller
berrin you will have to exempt the lot.

Mr. Mann: Will that apply to_the Children's
Hospitel ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I am pre
pared to apply it to any committee that is doing
good work. Such commitiees will not be limited.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: I am surprised ab
the Minister's remark. If the Bill is passed as
printed he will have no power to limit or to
appoint—

The Minister for Mines: Yes, he will.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The power will pasa
into the hands of the trust.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Clause 26
provides that the hospital committecs specified
shall continue as at present constituted to manage
the hospitals specially set out in the echedule.
We can, when we come to the schedule, add
any hospital we please. The board will not
supersede & local committee if the Minister
decides that the latter shall continue to manage
a hospital.
hHon. W. C. Angwin: The Bill does not say
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is nob
mandatory upon the Minister to appoint boards
in every instance.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : Clause 26 ia mandatory.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: In most cases the
recommendation of the trust will be carried
out and to that extent it is mandatory.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will not
allow that statement to go unchallenged. I
again impress on members that there i3 nothing
mandatory in the sppointment of the boards. It
is provided that “the Governor may, on the
recommendation of the trust, appoint a hospital
board,” and 5o on, but it is not mandatory. If
the committee desire, the position can be altered.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have not power
to alter the schedule,

The Minister for Mines: The hon. member
said it was mandatory and it is not.

Mr. Pickering: But “may™ is taken to
mean “ shall.”

The Minister for Mines: It is not.

Mr BROUN: My objection is to the man-
datory power which is given to the trust. Ib
will be left to the trust to say whether these
hospital committees mentioned in the schedule
will continue as before or otherwise. It is
very difficult to amend the Bill, because the
interpretation clause already provides for the
Board. That would be all right as it stands, if
later on we could amend Clause 27, which de-
termines how the board shall be appointed. 1
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would like to see it placed on a more democratio
basis, as suggested by the member for Murchison.
If we are successful in amending Clause 27,
then we need not worry about the interpretation
of “the Board.” As it is, the Bill will lead to
& lot of dissatisfaction throughout the country
districts where the hospitals have been carried
on mccessfully by committees. If the Biil be
passed ns it stands, these committees will not
be able to take much interest in the management
of the hospitals, with the result that the whole
of the management will be thrown on the trust.

Mr. Marshall: And the loecal committeea
will not carry out their work.

Mr. BROUN: I hope the commitiee will
not agres to the trust at all. I think the hospitals
could be better controlled by the department,
including the Principal Medical Officer, and the
Secretary of the department.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is my amendment.

Mr, BROUN: I will sepport that, because
I believe the hospitals will be more justly treated
by the department. It is quite possible that the
trust, when appointed, may consist wholly of
medicel officers, hecause somo of the local
authorities may appoint their local medical
men as their representatives. I have no ob-
jeotion to medical men, but, still, that position
may arise. The Committee ehould decide to
place the funds under the control of the depart-
ment and not in the hands of the trust.

Mr. MARSHALL: It becomes difficult for
members of the Committee when seeking infor.
mation to find that it has to be supplied by a
private member. I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That the interpretation of

struck out.
I recognise that the Royal Commission recom-
mended the appointment of a trust, but I believe
the administration of the Act can be carried out
better and more economically by the officers of
the department.

Mr. Harrison: And without duplication.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : The hospitals generally
will receive better treatment from the Medical
Department than from the trust. The member
for Beverley pointed cut how doctors may be
appointed to the trust, so that no one else but
doctors may be on it. I have no feeling against
medical men, but I know from my three years’
expericnee in charge of the Medical Depart-
ment that objections have been raised when
membera of the medical profession have been
appointed on boards controlling hospitals, There
were several complaints in connection with the
Perth Public Hospital. Some doctors said they
did not get the same opportunities as ather
doctors, even after they Ead been appointed
to the institution. This trouble is not con-
fined to Western Australia, but has been known
in other parts of the Commonwealth. A trust
is not required. The hospital committees will
not be so0 succesaful in their operations as at
present.

Mr. Broun: Not if the method of election
proposed in the Bill is maintained.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is s0. Many
people take an interest in hospital adminisira-

“ Trust ™ be
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tion and have devoted years to the work, and
yet they may not be appointed on the commitiees.
I am afraid the trust will assist in bringing
that about and I hope the Committee will not
agrese to the appointmint of the trust. Tho
officers of the Medical Department are sympa-
thetic and I have confidence in them. The only
thing that has prevented them from admin-
istering the hospitals in the way many people
would like, has been lack of funds. I have
always had great sympathy for the Colonial
Secretary’s Department, which is one that comes
in contact with the people more than other
departments. If affects charities, Btate child-en,
hospitals, medical work generally, and so forth,
end scarcely any revenue comes to the depart-
ment. Unfortunately, nearly every other de.
partment has its requirements met before the
Medical Department, with the result that the
latter hae been debarred from carrying out
necessary improvements because funds have
not been available, The trust will require &
staff, for I do not think the Medical Department,
a3 has been suggested, will carry out the work
Wo know that once a start is made in that
direction it will mean building up another
big department, absorbing a certain amount of
funds which could be better used in connection
with the hospitals.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The Bil
represents very largely the recommendations
of the Royal Commission and the formation of
{i)h?i trust was specifically recommended by that

ody.

Mr. Lambert: Have you yourself no personal
opinion about it ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It was
unanimously recommended by the Commission,

The Minister for Mines: And the House
appointed that body.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is for
the Committes to say whether it is desirable
for the trust to be established. As the recom-
mendation came from the Commission, it finds
a place in the Bill If the amendment be agreed
to, hon, membera should remember that the
funds will be administered by the hospital trust
fund, provision for which is made in the Bill,

Mr. MULLANY : I am pleased that at last
the Committee has got down to discussing
the Bill seriously.

Mr. Lutey: We were serious in our attempt
to kil it

Mr. MULLAXNY : There was no intention on
the part of the Royel Commission that the trust
should dominate, supersede, or interfere with
the work of local hospitel commitiees in the
various centres, sny more than they are inter-
fered with or supervised by the Medical Depart-
ment to-day. The recommendation was ad-
vanced in order to give the people in all parts
of the State some representation on the board
appointed to administer the funds, which would
be earmarked for hospital purposes. There are
22 hospitals controlled by local committees and
anbsidised by the Government, and the local
people are doing excellent work. There are
about 24 hospitals in old established and pros-
perous districts like Northam, York, Albany, and
Bunbury, where the people have not been called
upon to pay one penny directly to the upkeep
of the hospitals, The committee thought that
as the people would be taxed, they should bave
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repregentation on the trust. A trust, however,
i8 not vital to the Bill. If members think the
funds ¢ould be more economically adminjstered
by the department, I have no cbjection.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I support the amend-
ment. A trust would centralise the management
of the hospitals in the metropolitan area, and
would mean the creation of a department and
increased expense. Probably 25 per cent. of
the revenue would be expended in administration.
The officers of the department have handled
the hospitals successfully, and I believe country
hospitals would get more sympathetic treatment
from them than from a trust.

Mr. MANN: 1T see no good purpose to be
gerved by appointing a trust. The expert ofiicers
of the Medical Department know exactly what
is required. The appointment of & trust would
prohably kill Jocal interest in the hospitala.
Speaking as a member of the committee of the
Children’s hospital, it would probably be neces-
sary to raise £7,000 or £8,000 in addition to the
sum received under this measure.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier has prom-
iged to alter that and bring in the cost in his
Eatimates.

Mr. MANN: Still I fear we should have to
raise 8 certain sum, and that with a trust in-
terfering in the management, the interest of the
committee wonld wane and there would be
greater ditficulty in raising the money.

My, MARSHALL: From my experience of
the Medical Department, I would hesitate to
support the appointment of a trust., The
Department is in & belter position to administer
the funds than any trust would be.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.
Clause 3—Application of Act:
Mr. BROUN: I move an amendment-—

That after “ apply ™ in line 1 the words

“ to any special institution or’" he inserted.

I wish to exclude the Woorcloo Sanatorium as
we do not want a board to control that institution.
The money for its upkeep should come out of
Consolidated Revenue.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Com-
mittee have an assurance from the Premier that
an amount will be voted from Consolidated
Revenue if cireumstances require it. Therefore
the amendment should not be agreed to. The
Wooroloo Sanatorivm and the King Edward
Memorial Hospital for Women are public hos-
pitals, alwaya open to receive the sick poor, and
if they are removed from the measure, an in-
justice will be done.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: To whom ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To the
institutions. These hospitale should be kept
within the scope of the measure.

Me. LATHAM : s it intended to have a local
board for the Wooroloo Sanatorium ?

The Colenial Secretary: No. -

Mr. LATHAM: U the sanatorium and the
King Edwerd Hospital are not: made special
institutions and evempted under Clause 3, there
will have to be a local committee of management.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not sure of the
effect of this amendment on hospitals gener-
ally; but if it meansa that no provision will
then be left for the management or econtrol
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of certain hospitals, a new clause can easily
be inserted to meet that contingency. On
the main principle the Committee wounld, I
think, be wise in carrying the amendment.
The Wooroloe Samatorium and the King
Edward Memorial Hospital are essentially
national, State-wide hospitals, and not loeal
hospitals, for which latter elass of institution
this Bill is mainly needed.

The Colonial Secretary: The Perth Hos-
pital is a pationsl institution, tog.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But not a State-wide
institution, because residents of outback dis-
tricts cannot, generally speaking, avail them-
selves of its advantages. On the other hand,
patients go to the Wooroloo Sanatorium from
all parts of the State,

Mr, BROUN: T desire to leave the fwo
hospitals mentioned te be controlled just as
they are now, by the Health Department,
and to be maintained as they are now, from
Consolidated Kevenue.

Mrs. COWAN: 1 support the amendment,
more particularly on account of the very
satisfactory management of the Eing Edward
Memorial Hospital. The officials and the
visiting boards there and at the Wooroloo
SBanatorium have been of great assistance to
the Government.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: A clause
is to be introduced removing from control
under this measure certain hospitals. The
two institutions mentioned can be included
in that eclause. It makes for complication
when different hospitals are governed by
different systems; and there is no compen-
sating advantage. I hope the amendment
will not be ecarried.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: What complication
can result from the amendment? The Perth
Tospital committee will manage the Perth

Hospital,
The Colonial Secretary: Subject to this
measure. The amendment i8 unnecessary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: What does it
matter who controls the institutions? T1f the
amendment is carried, The Colonial Secre-
tary will not be able to draw from the trust
funds in order to maintain these institutions.

The Minister for Mines: Do not forget
that this Bill repeals the Hospitals Act of
1894.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But these insti-
totions are not under that Act. As a fact,
there is not a hospital in Wesatern Australia
under that Act. The Wooroloo Sanatorium
and the King Edward Memorial Hospital
are both national institutions, receiving
patients from all over the State.

Amendment put and passed.
[Mr. Stubbs tdok the Chair.]

Mr. HARRISOXN: I move a further amend-
ment—

That the following be added to the
clause :—* ‘ot (except as hereinafter pro-
vided) to the District Memorial Hospital
at Kellerberrin, or any other similar in-
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stitution which the Governor may ezempt
from this Act: Provided that the said
hospital or other similar institution so ex-
empted from this Act shall be subsidised
by the Government to an extent not ex-
ceeding the contributions to the fund
levied within the distrief served by such
hospital or other similar institution; and
for such purpose such hospital or institu-
tion shall be deemed to be an institution
within the meaning of this Act.”’

The Minister for Mines:
is not necessary mow.

Mr. TARRTSON: I want to be quite clear
about that. The amendment may be required
in view of other elaunses which interfere with
‘‘Honie Rule’’ for this hospital. The people
of the Kellerberrin district have managed
their hospital with satisfaction to the patients
and to the subscribers. With the Government
pound for pound subsidy about £4,000 has
becn spent in providing the necessary facili-
ties, and maintaining the hospital, and
there i am  amount on hand for in-
stalling an X.ray apparatus. We want
to manage our own business in our
own way. Up to the present we have been
able satigfactorily to treat our own patients,
and alse patients from other districts. We
have a good resident medical officer, a good
matron, and a good staff, as well as a first-
rate equipment. Moreover, we want to main-
tain the insgtitution as what it is, a soldiers’
memorial hospital. The rules provide that
returned men, their wives, and their children
np to the age of 14 years, shall be treated at
half rates. The Bill provides for raising
funds from residents, and there is also pro-
vision made for an intermediate stage. The
Kellerherrin hospital makes a boast of receiv-
ing everyome on the same level: there is no
distinetion as regards either acecommodation
or attention, or food. I want an assuranee
that the hospital will be maintained on the
lines on which it was started. Burely this
hospital has reached the objective of the
Government. One clavse of the Bill pro-
vides the number of members to be appointed
to the local bhoard or committee, aud the
manner of appointment. At Kellerberrin we

ive to adopt whovr mav be termed Jdie wost
prosrerous way of appointing the hospital
bhoard, beecavse of the need for substantial
contributions. Therefnre we decided to ob-
tain pominatiors to the board from the
various districts contributing to the hespital,
ITnetead of having five or seven members on
the hoard we have 15, thus giving representa-
tion to all sections of the community through-
out the distriet. Unles® we can get this home
rule, we shall lose our present satisfactory
position. While we are procressing on good
linrs, why interfere with us? Why not let
us eontinue to have a free hand? T trust the
Committee will agree to the amendment.

The COLOXNTAI. SECRETARY: At a
later stage T will submit a new elause giving
full effect to the hon. member’s wishes, but
withent specifically referring to any parti-

That amendment

[ASSEMBLY.]

cular hospital. My new c¢lause will meet the
case, not ouly of the Kellerberrin hospitsl,
but of all hospitala similarly situated.

AMr, PICKERING: The Kellerberrin bos-
pital is peculiarly situated, inasinuch as it is
a memorial hospital erected for a special pur-
pose, The question is whether that hospital
is well advised in seeking exemption from the
Bill on the lines of the amendment. I[£ the
amendment iz agreed to and the Bill passes,
the subscribers to that hospital will be sub-
jeet to the taxation, and they ask that the
amount collected be returned to the hospital.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Suppose that ob-
tained in Perth. It would be more than the
hospital required.

Mr, PICKERING: I agree with that, |
cannot aceept the proposcd new clavse of the
Coloninl Sceretary, beeause I cannet remem-
ber its terms, It should have bLeen on the
Notive Paper 20 that we might have studied
it. We ought to report progress, to allow
this and other amendments to be placed on the
Natice Paper. Certain amendments have been
already considered and handed to the Min-
ister, but we are not to be allowed to see them
on the Notice Paper. Indeed the Minister has
denied the existence of those amendments.

Hon. P. Collier: And now he springs this
proposed new clause on the member for Avon.

Mr. PICKERING: Certainly it ought to
be on the Notiee Paper, for we cannot be ex-
pected to remember its terms.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The effort made by
the people of Kellerberrin has heen for a
special object. Only a few weeks ago the
hon. member gave metropolitan members a
dressing down on the score of the lack of
support to metropolitan hospitals. He told
ug then how well they did things at Keller-
berrin, From the last published report we
find that the amount reecived at Kellerberrin
in fees other than those paid hy patients, was
£79, and the amount rceeived by donations
nil.

The Minister for Mines:
donation?

Hon. W, C. ANXNGWIN: At Fremantle the
fees reeeived other than fees from patients
amounted to £1,006 and from donations
£1,267. So it will be seer that we are not so far
behind the people of Kellerberrin after all.
It would be unwise to accept the amendment,
beeause if we are fo insert the name of the
Kellerberrin hospital in the Bill we must in-
clude also the namesa of other hospitals
similarly situated. Al hospitals would like to
come in under the terms proposed im the

Who made that

amendment. Tt would particularly suit the
Perth hospital.
Me. Mapn: Where would the Children’s

Hosapital get their money from?

Hon. W. C."ANGWIN: They would come
in in the same way, and in consequence there
would be very little funds left for the main-
tenance of countiry hospitals. The hon. mem-
ber ought to submit a further amendment
providing that the maintenance of any per-
son coming from the Kellerherrin district to
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the Perth hospital for special treatment would
he paid hy the committee of the Kellerberrin
hospital.

Mr. Broun: Even if the amendment were
carried, the Kellerberrin people would have
to pay the tax just the same.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, but they
want the tax they pay to be devoted to their
own hospital. The hon. member- could well
withdraw his amendment until we have con-
sidered the new clause forecasted by the
Colonial Secretary.

Mr. HARRISON: The return quoted by
the hon. member showing that the Eellerber-
rin hospital received in fees other than pa-
tient's fees, the sum of £79, was for the
year 1921-22, The hon. member omitted to
read & footnote showing that the result
of the first efforts of the committee was £132.
The maintenance fees came to £275 and other
revenue to £79. This was when the hogpital
was condueted in 2 building belonging to the
Water Supply Department, and later when
the old post office wag temporarily used. Im
the same report there is a footmote which
says that £976 was raised on capital account
and that the amount spent was £859. Some
hon. members would have us believe that
Eecllerberrin has done nothing for its hos-
pital. That district has done more than any
other in the State. If the suggested rate is
now fixed, and we do not permit the existing
management to continue, we shall not get
anything like the revenue that has been
raised in ths past. Why interfere with the
present management when everybody has con-
fidence in it? Returned eoldiers are looking
after the premises and the garden, and an
obelisk is erected in the grounds in front of
the institution, and it is hers that the annual
gatherings are held. Why disturb what has
been done when we know it has worked satis-
tactorily ¥

_Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have no desire to
disturb anything; it is the Government you
must blame.

Mr, HARRISOXN: I hope the Miniater
will not move the amendment, or that he will
report progress so as to give us an oppor-
tunity to see it on the Notice Paper.

Hor. P. COLLIER: I move—

That progress be reported. .

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. . .. 1B
Noes .. .. .. ..o 24
Majority against .. .. 9
AYES.
Mr, Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Lutey
Mr, Colller Mr. Marshall
Mr. Corboy | ™r. McCallum
Mra. Cowan | Mr. Pickering
Mr, Harrlson | Mr. Wilson
Mr, Heron | Mr. Willcock
Mr, Jobnston ’ (Tetler.)
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Noka.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann
Mr. Broun Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Carter Mr. Plesse
Mr. Davies Mr. Richardson
Mr. Denton Mr. Sampson
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Gibson Mr. Teeadale
Mr. Hickmott Mr, A. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr., Underwood
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Mullany

{Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. PICKERING: T regret that the Com-
mittee did not decide to report progress,

The Minister for Mines: That is a reflec-
tion on the Committee.

Mr. PICKERING:
this Chamber,

The Minister for Mines:
mittee decide the matter?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was not the mem-
bers who were in the Chamber, but those who
were outside who deeided it. Those outside
do not know what is going on.

Mr, PICKERING: I do not know why
the Minister for Mines should have a speeial
privilege to abuse membera of this House.
It seems to me that he has a special license
to eriticise everyone who rises to speak here.
He thinks he ean dominate everyome. I shall
always do what I think is right with regard
to measures of this nature, irresvective of
what the Minister may say or do. This is not
the only occasion on which he has attempted
to lay down the law, He has referred to the
travelling expenses of members who have
visited the other States.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must confine his remarks to the Bill.

Mr. PICKEERING: 1 want to see the
Minister’s amendment on the Notice Paper.

The Colonial Secretary: The member for
Avon is perfeetly satisfied with it.

Mr. PICKERING: Well, T am not. The
Minister read the amendment in a garbled
way and we are asked to express an opinion?
on it without properly understanding it or
having the opportunity to consider it. The
amendment suggested by the member for
Avon, which T have no doubt was framed by
the Solicitor General, is brushed aside by a
wave of the hand. The hospital in
question is deserving of special considera-
tion at the hands of Parliament, and I am
not satisfied the Minister’s amendment
will afford it the mnecessary protection.
I trust an opportunity will be afforded mem-
bers to again test the feeling of the Commit-
tce as to reporting progress. We have struck
out a vital phase of the Bill by deleting the
definition of ‘‘trust.’’ Part II. is entirely
devoted to this questior, and will alse have
to be strock out. The Minister treats the
Bill more or less as a joke, but memhera re-
gard it as so vital that their advice to bim
13 to defer further comsideration of it.

You are not running

Did not the Com-
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The mem-
ber for Sussex has a peculiar sense of humour.
I is as subtle as some of his statements are
ambiguous. I assure the member for Avon
that if the new clause I propose to add does
not meet the case of the Kellerberrin hos-
pital, Clause 4 will be recommitted to give
him an opportenity of again moving his
amendment. In the circumstances I trust he
will withdraw it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot grasp the
meaning of the Minister’s proposed new
clauge. His reading of it serves only to em-
phasise the justification of the protest made
by the member for Sussex. The new clause
should have been placed on the Notice Paper;
woe conld then have read it in conjunetion
with the amendment of the member for Avon.
The fact that the new clause has been with-
keld from us makes me suspieions of it. The
Minister has ecarefully and wiifully planned
to snbvert the amendment of the member for
Avon. The fact that we have not made
greater headway with the Bill is due to the
manner in which the Government have handled
it. Ministers have taken it in turns to pilot
it through. The Premier took charge of it
in a bold fashion for an hour or two, and
then the Minister for Mines took up the
running, but his intervention has only de-
layed progress. The Minister for Works has
endeavoured by way of helpful interjeetion
and comments to assist his colleague, but the
deadloek we have arrived at is due to the
attitude of the Colonial Secretary in with-
holding important amendments from our
knowledge. The dcletion of the definition of
‘ftrust?’ entirely alters the scope of the Bill,
and up to at least Clause 25 eonsequential
amendments will require to be made. The
Minister should report progress and re-cast
tho Bill.

The Colonial Seeretary: Many clauges may
require to be re-drafted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the Minister
has come prenared with the necessary amend-
ments, anticipating the striking ont of the
definition of *‘trust. '’

The Colonial Secretary: We have not
reached the trust clause yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but the Commit-
tee have arrived at a decision upon the sub-
ject. The less we interfere with local control,
the bhetter will it be for all concerned. The
member for Avon is asking too much when he
requests that the proportion of funds raised
in a distriet shall be paid as a subsidy to the
local aunthority concerned.

Mr. A. Thomson: Is that not reasonable?

Hon, P. COLLIER: T do not know that it
is, Tt was never contemplated that the money
raited in ome distriet should be retnrned to
that particular district. .

Mr. Latham: It could not be done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course not, because
in some districts the amount collected would
more than meet requirements while others
wonlil not have sufficient funds at their dis-
posal.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Mullany: It is only fair to ask a riech
distriet to pay towards the support of a poor
district.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite so. If we agreed
to the propesal of the member for Avon, we
would find that many districts would have
more than was required while others would
be starving for funds. The system proposed
is that the whole of the money shall be pooled
and the amendment would be a distinct de-
parture from that principle. 1 am not pre-
pared to support the amendment in its present
form but I prefer the suggestion outlined
by the Minister, for it is more desirable to
place in the Bill a provision for general power
to deal with hospitals as circumstances arise,
rather than to make specific provision for any
partieular district as suggested in the amend-
ment by the member for Aven,

Mr. PICKERING: I move—

That progress be reporied.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. . .. 15
Noes .. .e .. .. 25
Majority against .. 10
AvEs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Colller Mr. McCallum
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsle
Mr, Harrison Mr. Pickering
Mr. Heror Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wilson
Mr. Jobnston Mr. Marshall
Mr. Lambert . {Teller.)
NOES,
Mr. Angele Mr. Mann
Mr. Broun Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Carter Mr. Plesse
Mrs. Cowsn Mr. Richardson
Mr. Davles Mr. Sampson
Mr. Denten Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Durack Mr. J. H. 5mith
Mr, George Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Gibson Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. Underwood
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley (Telier.)

Motion jhus negatived.

Mr. HARRISON: The Minister says that
hig amendment will give all T ask for in my
amendment. Tf that is so, why does he not
agree to my amendment, sceing that it was
framed by the Parliamentary draftsman?

Hon. . Collier: Why not tell the Minister
that his a2mendment is contained in your
amendment?

Mr. HARRISON: I would like to see the
Parliamentary draftsman about if.

Hon. P. Collier; Why not have him at the
bar of the Hounset

Mr. HARRTSON: The Teader of the Op-
position does not agree with my amendment,
because he does not like to see our district
get the fees collected there. My amendment
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does not say anything about a Government
subsidy beyond that amount.

The Colonial Secertary: It ie impossible to
agrertain the exaect amount in any particular
digtrict.

Mr. HARRISON: But cannot the Minister
trust a board like this to provide the surpius
income for the support of weaker institu-
tions?

The Colonial Secretary: You are referring
to the levy and no separate fund is kept for
those payments.

Mr. EARRISOX: Tt is said that the Bill
should be uniform. Tf all the districts were
like the one T refer to, there would be no need
for the Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have been in that
position for the last 18 months only; what
are you growling about?

Mr. HARRISON: How many bags of
wheat and of chaff have been brought down
from the country districts and sold for the
benefit of institutions in  the metropolitan
area?

Hon. P. Collier:
you have had!

Mr, HARRISON: Why all this talk about
the country districts not doing as much as the
towns? We have donc more in the conntry
districts than has been done in the metro-
politan area.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: 1 have no doubt
about that in some of the country distriets,
but not at Kellerberrin.

Mr. HARRISON: If my amendment were
agreed to, the metropolitan area would not
suffer and we would get distriet hospitals in
the country, which would relieve the pressurs
on the institutions in the metropolitan arca,
for we could then treat men in their own
distriets.

Amendment put and negatived.

Look at the bad seasons

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 4—agreed to.
Ciause 5—The hospital trust:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not intend
to delay the Committee on this clause but I
trust it will be struck out in accordance with
the vote we took on the inferpretation claunse,
when we dealt with the definition of ¢‘trust.”’

The COLONIAL SECRLETARY: The ex-
cigion of the definition of ‘‘trust’? in the in-
terpretation clause means that the hospital
trust, and all references to it, must be struck
out.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Not necessarily, un-
less it is speeifically done.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T take it
that is the desire. I anticipated the pos-
sibility of such an amendment, and 1 have had
drafted a new clause to stand in place of
Clause 5 if dcleted. I intend to move, if in
order, to strike out Clauses 5 to 12, inclusive,
with the object of inserting a new clause to
stand as Clause 5.

The CHATRMAXN: The Minister can atrike
out Clauses 5 to 12 but we canunot deal with
the new clavse until Iater ob.
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My, Pickering: How can we deal with these
clauses unless we know what the new clause
is?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
clauge which I propose ghall take the place
of the others reads, ‘‘ The Minister shall be
responsible for the general administration of
this Act, provided that be may delegate to
any officer authority to exercise and discharge
such of the powers and functions of the Minis-
ter for such time and subject to such conditions
and limitations, if any, as the Minister shall
sec fit from time to time to direet, but so
that such delegation of authority shall not
nffect the exercise or discharge by the Min-
ister himself of any power or funetion.’’

[Mr. Angele resumed the Chair.]

Haon. W. C. Angwin: You suggest dele-
gating the powers to some other person and
you might then appoint another trust,

The Minister for Mines: It says, “‘any
officer. *”

Hon. P, COLLIER: We shall {ake the
elauses one at a time. It is too much of a
gallop to strike out Clanses 5 to 12. I am
surprised at the light way in which the Gov-
ernment are abandoning one of the main fea-
tures of the Bill. Last year the Bill was re-
mitted te a Royal Commission for considera-
tion, and having the benefit of the matured
judgment and recommendations of the Com-
mission, the Government considered that the
most efective method of managing our hos-
pitals was to provide for control by a trust.
I take it they did not arrive at that decision
Yightly or without full consideration.  The
questiong of management by trust and taxa-
tion are the only two features of the Bill and
vet, at the very first breath of eriticiam, the
Government abandon the whole of the pro-
vigions for trust comtrol.

Mr. Pickering: They will abandon the
taxation provisions next.

"Hon. P. COLLIER: No; that is where
they will stand fast. Their attitude on the
question of the trust servea to emphagise the
contention that the Government are uncom-
ecerncd whether the hospitals are mannged by
trust or by authority delegated to an officer
or anyone else, so long as they get the tax.
In effect they hold tight and hard for the
tax, but we can make what we like of the
rest of the Bill, It is quite nmmsual to find
a Government, after having adopted a certain
policy on such an important question as the
management and control of the whole of the
hospitals of the 8tate, eoming to the House
armed with a sheaf of amendments providing
for an entirely different form of manage-
ment.

Mr. Pickering: An entirely new Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister’s reason
for not agreeing to report progress was that
it was unnecessary; he was armed with all
the necessary amendments. So he asks us to
eontinue accepting amendments read out in
the Chamber. The very first opposition
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raised to the trust form of control led the
Government to abandon the prineiple.

The Premier: Did not you strike it out?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, with the assist-
ance of the Minister.

The Premier: Then what are you com-
plaining about?

Hon, P. COLLIER: The manner in which
the Government draft their Bills. Most of
our time on the seeconmd reading was occupied
in eriticising the trust form of comtrol. Ap-
parently the Government were not sincere in
advorating that method of control. They do
not intend to adhere to it.

The Colonial Sceretary:
voted it out.

Hon, P. COLLIER: With the assistance
of the Minister.

The Minister for Mines:
voted against it.

Mr. MeCallum: He voted for it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government did
not divide the Committee. The Minister did
not speak against the proposal.

The Minister for Mines: He did.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He said he would
leave the matter to the Committee.

The Minister for Mines: Obviously he had
to do that,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister was one
of the first to speak after the amendment was
moved.

Mr, Latham: The voice of the House was
persistently against trust control on the second
reading,

Hon. P. COLLTER: I do not think so.

The Colonizl Secretary: The clauses pro-
viding for A trust were condemned from the
outset.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And.the Minister, an-
ticipating defeat, came befe armed with a
budget of amendments, ready for anything.
In effect, he says if we retain the trust, well
and good; if not, he has his amendments
ready. It idha very convenient way, but it
does not facilitate the passage of the Bill.
Hours and days have been occupied in dis-
cussing the trust form of management.

The Colonial 8ecretary: The trust appealed
to me until T saw it was hopeless,

HWon. P. COLLIER: The Ministeg did not
offer a very energetic defence of bis trust
bantling. The innocent was abandoned on the
door-step or left in an outhouse at the first
sign of opposition.

The Colonial Seeretary: The second read-
ing determined the fate of the trust.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has not deeided my
attitude. I am not prepared to cast aside
the trust method of management.

The Minister for Mines: The Committes
have done so; you cannot go back.

Hon, P, COLLIER: We are dealing with it
now. Previously we were dealing with the
interpretation. If we retain Clanse 5, the
trust will stand, irrespective of the inter-
retation. The Committee would not be justi-
fied in lightly abandoning the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission. I have not

The Committec

The Minister

[ASSENBLY.]

held very strong opinions upon the question
of control, ’

Mr. Marshall ealled attention te the state
of the Committee.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ring the bells.

Mr. Teesdale: On a point of order, I ob-
jeet to the procedure. There was a quornm
present at the time the matter was men-
tioned.

Hon, P, Collier: You cannot question the
Chairman’s action in that way.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T have ecoonted
the House; there is a quernm present.

[Me. Angelo resumed the Chair,]

Hon, P. COLLIER: It must be very dis-
tressing to members to be disturbed in this
way. Our only excuse can be that we are now
dealing with one of the main principles of the
Bill. When members come to exercise their
vote, they ought to have a full knowledge of
the question. The Royal Commission travelled
over the length and breadth of the Stato, and
involved the treasury in considerable expendibure,
and their regommendations onght not to be
lightly set aside.

The Minister for Mines: I think you said
that on the interpretation clause,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister does not
Enow which clause we are on,

Tho Minister for Mines: Yes, I do.
votad against the trust.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister does not
know how I voted. There was no division, and
I remained silent when tho question was put.
The trust is to consist of, firstly, & roprosentative
of the local governing bodies within 50 miles of
the metropolitan area. This concerna the
Minister for Works, who will appreciate the
difficulty of electing the representative of all
those local authorities. Is there to be a peneral
convention of them at one of the Perth picture
palaces ? That is a possible method, but costly
and cumbersome. Then, what about the other
local governing bodies outside the metropoliten
aren, from Phillips River to Hall's Creek, who are
to elect the other representative ? Tf trust control
survives in the Bill, I would urge the Minister
for Works to enlist the services of his local

You

-Ctovernment officer, who will manage the matter

if it can be managed at all. In addition, the
trust will comprise a member of the British
Medical Association. Here we have a doctors’
union with the right to nominate a member
of the trust. Why should that union have such
a right? And most likely there will be two
other doctors on the truat. Here is a body with
seven members, including three doctors, and
we kunow what jealousies exist among medical
men. This body can appoint a secretary, and
inspectors, and other officials nocessary for the
carrying out of their functions under the Bill.
Duplication of exzpense is involved, the work
now being done by a depariment. 1 would be
prepared to sapport what I belisve will prove
the heavier oost of trust management if it could
bo shown that present deficiencies in the manage-
ment of country hospitals would therebv be
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remedied. Do the Government leave the drafting
of such a Bill as this to some subordinate officer,
and then bring it down to the House and upon
encountering some opposition abandon it ?
Conduct of that kind is not very complimentary
t0 the members of the Hospitals Royal Com-
misgion, who journeyed to Meekatharra in the
north and to Albany in the south in the course
of their investigations., It seems to bave become
known to members of this commitiee that the
Colonial Secretary was armed with amendmenta
in anticination of the defeat of various clauses.
I ask, has any member been able to follow the
highly technical amendment which the Minister
proposea to submic? We do not know whe
the officers suggested by the Minister are to be,
and although I have confidence in the depart-
mental officere, it may be that their appointment
will be in effect a aort of trust. As members
have not had an opportunity to peruse all the
reports that have been placed on the Table,
they probably have not had time to read the
report of the Royal Commission. For the benefit
of those hon. members, 1 will read their recom.
mendations with regard to the trust, particnlarly
in view of the fact that the Minister for Works
said he bad not had time to read the Bill

The Minister for Works: On a point of order,
I made no such statements. It exists only in
the imagination of the hon. member.

Hon. P. COLLIER : If the Minister did not
say that, I apologise for I did not intend to
meke any insinuation,

The Minister for Works: I wanted to get a
clear cxposition, as to how you regarded the Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the Minister
understands it now. Regarding the appointment
of a trust, the Royal Commission's recommenda-
tions were as follows . —

That a Hospital Trust be constituted which
shall, under the Minister, generally administer
the Trust Fund., That the Trust be composed
of six persons to be appointed by the Governor ;
-—{8) Two t0 be administrative officers of the
Medical Department, who will act as executive
officers of the Trust; (b) one & medical
practitioner, t¢ be nominated by the W.A.
Branch of the British Medicel Association ;
{c) one to be nominated by the local governing
anthorities, whose districts, or any part of
whose districts, are within fifty miles of the
Perth Town Hall; (d) one to be nominated
by the local governing authorities in the
egricultural areas; (e) one to be nominated
by the local governing bodies in the
areas. That members of the Trust be ap-
pointed for two years and be eligible for re-
appointment, That the Trust elect its own
Chairman. That non-official members of the
Trust be paid fees at the rate of £2 2s. per
gitting, the Chairman to receive £3 3s. (in
addition to necessary travelling expenses),
the total amount of fees not to exceed £350
in any financial year. That the Trust make
regulations for the management of hospitals
generally, prescribing the duties of looal hospital
committees, the duties of matrons, nurses, and
other institution officers, the methods to be
followed in staffing hospitals, in sscuring

« gupplies, and other matters. That the Trust
be empowered to recommend where local
hospital commiftees shall be appointed, and
the duties and powers to be exercised by such
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committees. That the Trust be empowered
to iteelf manage such hospitals as it thinks
fit {e.g9., the present departmentally managed
hogpitals, until local committees are appointed).
That the Trust be empowered to grant sub-
sidies towards the management of hospitals.
That all hospital premises and reserves be
vested in the Hospital Trust.
After refreshing my memory on this point, I am
convinced that, in all probability, the con-
sideration that has been responsible for the
Government abandoning the trust is that re-
commendation which provides for the payment
of fees to the members of the trust. The Bill
ia entirely & taxsiion measure and evidently
the Govermnment were not prepared to face the
expenditure which the appointment of the trust
would involve. The Minister has run away
from this child and left it to the tender mere
of the Committee. I have an open mind regard-
ing Clauge 5 and I am prepared to listen to
arguments for and agsinst the trust. I expect
the Minister will put forward-some reasen for
the provisions which he and the Government
incorporated in the Bill

Mr. PICKERING :
That progress be reported.
Motion put and declared carried.

Capt. Carter: A division was called for.

Mr. Corboy: 1T protest. The division was
called for only after you, Mr. Chairman, had left
the Chair, having given your decision.

Capt. Carter: The division was called for
before the Chairman left the Chair,

The Minister for Works: You were out of
the Chair, Mr. Chairman, when the division was
called for,

Capt. Carter interjected.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If you talk like that,
you can sit here all night. You started it and
we will show you what it means.

Progreas reported.

I move—

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—LUNACY
DEPARTMENT.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R. 8.
Sampson—Swan) [10-42]: I desire to make an
explanation. A week or two ago, when the
Estimates of the Lunacy Department were
before the Committee, I was questioned in
respect of reports which, under the Act, are
required from the board of visitors. In answer
to the Leader of the Opposition I said those
reports had reached me regularly. As a matter
of fact the minutes of meetings of the board of
visitors do reach me regularly, and in answering
the question the way I did I was under the
belief that those minutes constituted the reports
required by the Act. Subsequent consideration
led me to realise that I had given & wrong answer.
Accordingly I have had a report of the hoard
of visitors prepared for the period 3lat March,
1921, to the 30th November, 1922. 1 have that
report here, and I move—

That the paper lie on the Table of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10-45]: I com
quite understand that, with the question sprung
upon him, the Minister inadvertently stated that
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the reports had heen presented to him, and that
he now finds it was not the reports, but only
the minutes. Under the Act it is an obligation
on the hoard of visitors to report to the Minister
every visit they make to the institution. It may
be that if they keep minutes of each of their
meetings and forward a copy of those minutes
to the Minister, the board consider they are
complying with the provisions of the Act. But
the object in inserting that provision in the Act
wag that the House should be kept informed of
the result of the visits of the board and of any
comments which the board might feel disposed
to make. So it was provided that ench of
their reporte-—not a comprehenaive report like
this—to the Minister should be laid on the
Table of the Honse. The Minister will appreciate
the difference hetween a report covering a period
of 13 menths or so and specially prepared for
presentation to the House, and the periodic
reports the board make to him as Minister in
charge of the Department. I hope that in
future we shall have the provisions of the Act
thoroughly complied with ; that is to say, that
regular reports made by the board to the Minister
shall be placed on the Table. By such means
the House will be in a position to judge of the
effectiveness of the amendments made in that
Bill of two or three years ago.

Question put and passed.

BILL—DAIRY CATTLE IMPROVEMENT.
Couneil's Amendments.

Message received from the Council notifying
that it had agreed to the Bill, subject to amend-
ments.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
: Council’'s Amendments,

Message received from the Council notifying
that it had agreed to the Bill, subject to amend-
menta.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Message.

Message received from the Council notifying
thet it had agreed to the Assembly’s amendment
to the Bill.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message,

Message received from the Council notifying
t-{:at Biﬁ did not insist upon its amendment to
the Bill

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 30th November; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Department of the North-West—(Hon. H.
P. Colebatch, M.L.C., Minister), £26,401. *

Vote—North-West. Depariment, £22,805.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10-48]: Al-
though the revenue from the North-West
materially affects the Consolidated Revenue,
we have no representation by a Minister in the
Assembly. By interjection the other night it
was said the appeintment of the Commissioner
of the North-West was brought about by Govern-
ment activity inuenced by members respresenting
the North-West. My electorate is recognised as
& suburb of the North-West. No request waa
ever made to the Governiment for an administrator
for the North-West, hut it seemed to he the last
resort to iind a good position for a faithful
follower.

The Minister for Works: 1 do not think that
is true.

Mr. MARSHALL: At that time no better
job was available ; otherwise he would not
have been tacked on to the North-West.

The Minister for Works: I cen contradict
that sbeolutely.

Mr. Angelo: Who is the administrator ?

Mr. MARSHALL: Drake-Brockman. No
member requested that sappointment. While
there is an administrator for the North-West,
every particle of business transacted between
the Meekatharra Road Board and the adminis-
trator has to be reviewed by an alleged secretary
in Perth.

The Premier: Not an alleged secrotary.

Mr. MARSHALL :hThen whoishe ? PWel:mve
no information. 1s there a secretary in Perth ?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. MARSHALL: For several months the
Meekatharra Road Board has been negotisting
with the administrator with a view to taking
over the control of the various water sapplies
along the stock rontes. After about four months
a definite understanding hes been arrived at.
Scarcely one letter passed between the road
board and the administrator without being
interfered with by the sccretary in Perth, It
is a sort of vicioua eircle ; no one knows the
position.

Mr, Underwood: You will find ocut if you
live long enough.

Mr. MARSHALL : What right has a secretary
in Perth to interfere with the business transacted
between an important road board and the ad.
minjstrator of the North-West ¥ How does the
eecretary come to bold that position? Is there
gome necessity to manufacture positions ?

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. MARSHALL : Then why is it ?

The Minister for Works: Because the North-
West members were not satisfied with the work
they were getting from the Works Department.
They are not satisfied now and never witl be.

Mr. MARSHALL: There was no question of
getting satisfaction from the Works Department.
We were better catered for previoualy, and could
rely upon getting & prompt acknowledgement
of all correspondence,

The Minister for Works; You were not
satisfied, and agitated for a North-West depart-
ment.

Mr. MARSHALL: We had nothing to do
with the appointment, It was purely a matter
of Government interference.

The Minister for Works: The division conld
not bave been made if it had not been for mem-
bers representing the North-West.
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Mr, MARSHALL: No member representing
the North-West suggested that the appointment
wag necessary. No member desired or required
it. The Government saw an opportunity to
tack the administrator on to the North-West
and find a cosy position for & supporter.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.
If Tindale would have taken the appointment,
he could have had it. It was desived that he
should have it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The North-West would
g:obably bave benefited from his appointment,

cause he is a capable engineer,

Mr. Underwood: And he was an applicant
for the pogition.

Mr., MARSHALL: The North-West would
have been better for such an appeintment.

Mr. Underwood: And you would not have
bad Meekatharra included in the North-West.

Mr. MARSHALL: Since the appointment,
it has been more difficuit to get business trans-
acted in reasonable time. The only result of
the appointment has been to retard business.
I protest against an intermediary being stationed
between +he North-West department and the
Murchison. We have been compo led to ally
ourselves with the North-West. Correspondence
has to be sent to the administrator through a
secretary in Perth,

Mr. Underwood : 1t has to go to the private
.secretary of the administrator at Broome. We
have three engineers, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is a deplorable state of
affaira. I protest ageinat the svetem. The
Mnrchison people never asked for the appoini-
ment and did not require it and do not want it
now.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [10.58): When
the North-West Estimates were before us last
wook, wo had the exiraordinary spectacle of two
Ministers admitting they knew nothing about
tho question, One of them certainly had a fow
notes whith had been presented to him, but
outside those notes, he made no pretension to
any knowledge about the Estimates with which
he was dealing. However, we shall get over that
as wo always have done. This ig the sort of treat-
ment the North has received ever since I have
been in Western Australia, 80 that we are not
upset by a little matter of that kind. Last year
we hoped for great development in the North.
‘West territory, of which we have heard so mueh.
I picked up & “ West Australian” of a few
months ago, and read in it a g:ra.grnph stating
that the policy of inactivity which had been a0
pronounced in connection with the North-West
wos to be vigorously challenged. The paper
went on to say—" A strong band of enthusiasts
fired with zeal has left for the great North-West.”
I cannot get over that. I have the word “ fired
underlined. It was most interesting to know
what & narrow escape the North-West had from
something being done. Apparently the weather
was too enervating for these enthusiaats, for I
capnot find that anything resulted from their
fiery zeal. Possibly & temperature of 117
degrees in the shade melted it out of them.
Some little progress, however, has been made
during the last 12 montha directly dee fo the
work done by members representing the North-
Weat; certainly not to these other zealous
gentlemen. The Camarvon settlement appears
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to be well in hand, and banana and pineapple
plantations are being energetically developed.
I am pleased to know that we have men there of
good standing determined to give thess two
industries a good trial.

Mr. Marshall: We wish them well.

Mr. TEESDALE: Onslow, that most im-
portant port, has at last comse into its own,
having been furnished with a decent jetty, which
will now give thess unfortunate residents access
to markets which they have been denied for
the last 40 years,

Hon. P. Collier: Did they not shift the whole
town

Mr. TEESDALE: I was able to play some
small part in sccuring this important structure.
It is one of the firat reinforced conerete experi-
ments made in the State. The cost of main-
tenance will be reduced to a nominal sum, in
comparison with the frightful outlay that is at
present incurred on  timber jetfies. I know
what ocolossal sums have been spent on
jetties during the past 30 yeara. These jetties
have entailed a terrific expense upon the
State, and are not worth 25 per cent. of the
money they cost. Nearly every omne is in a
shocking atate of disrepair. The department is
continually patching them up, and an expenditure
of £5,000 on any one of them is hardly noticeable.
A little while ago I ran a long sweep under 16
piles of one jetty, and found that they were
practically floating piles because of the damage
done by the teredo. I hope this concrete struct-
ure at Onslow will reduce the cost of maintenance
as compared with that entailed on the old
structures.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: My experience was that
fires did more damage than the teredo.

Mr, TEESDALE: For years past this port
has been kept back., Behind it is the beat aheap
district in the State. T am sure I could get really
good asolid disinterested backing to support me
in that statement. The North-West department
haa started » small experiment at Derby from
which great hopes are entertained. A few men have
gone up there t¢ start a cotton settlement. I
should perhaps have liked them to have started
at another time of the year, but I have no desire
to throw cold water upon the proposition. If
these men do not attain great succeas this year
the work they will do will come in for the en-
suing season. There are many applications for
land there apart from returned soldiers. I am
sorry the settlement has been limited to returned
soldiers. I hope the Government will recognise
the applications from private individuals, The
industry in its present stage does not justify &
large expenditure on the part of the Government.
I have always advocated that no great expense
should be incurred in what may be a somewhat
problemastical venture. Small acreages should
be worked to start with. . The Government must
recognise that others who are applying for land
must be catered for. These people should not
be forced to run from one department to anciher,
in order to obtain the information they require.
It should be available in the North-West depart-
ment. Nothing sickens a man more readily
than to be chased from one department to
another, I hope the Premier will make suitable
arrangements for nexb season. If there is any
difficulty about a man getting land next season I
will give him & most strenuous time,
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The Premier: Will you ?

. Mr. TEESDALE: 1 do not mind a little
indecision on this occasion, but if the land is not
ready next season I shall want to know why.
A party of men and women have taken up 3,000
acres, there which is most satisfactory. They are
likely people. I am a little disappointed at the
big ncreage they took up. They are a little
too ambitious. Jt is not, however, necessary
for them to work the 3,000 acres. They are
very sanguine of success and enthusiastic, and
have enough land to enable them to extend their
operations.

Hon. P. Collier : Is that in connection entirely
with cotton ¢

Mr. TEESDALE: No, it involves the growing
of numerouy tropical products. If they are suc-
cesefully with half of the products they intend to
grow we shall all be very pleased. They are
making 8 commencement with cotton and
tobacco.

Mr. Underwood : Do you think they will heve
& chance of handling 30 acres ?

Mr. TEESDALE: These are reliable crops.
We should confine ocur energy to crops like
tobacco, cotton, rice and maize. If only two
of these products were grown successfully we
should be doing something of a very satisfactory
ngture for a start. I am not reflecting upon the
enthugiasm of the member for Gascoyne for
bananas and pineapples.

Mr. Marshall: What about peanuts ?

Mr. TEESDALE : Peanuts have become rather
a jest here, but I may say that at present in
Queensland peanuts are being grown and are
yielding half a ton per acre and bringing £60
per ton. Queensland has 3,000 acres under
peanuts. Up in the North we are going in for
cotton as fast as we can: we are actually putting
the racecourse under cotton at Roebourne,
Members will be pleased to know that in reply
to the firat batch of correspondence I sent to
the Old Country, there was an expensive
cablegram asking straight off, “ What financial
assistance do you want to grow cotton on large
scale? Whot land is available and what
price? ® fogether with other queries. I was
very pleased indeed to pget that message,
because it showed that the first letter I had
written Home—I may add it was a letter to &
very strong group of Lancashire cotton spinners—
proved satisfactory, in that it elicited a reply of
such a nature. Without waiting to consult the
Premier or the Lands Department, I got to work
immediately and placed under offer t0 my corres.
pondents a very valuable property of 90,000
acres

Hon. P. Collier: Crown lands ?

Mr. TEESDALE: Oh, Crown lands! The
property I refer to was particularly approved of
by Mr. Dan. Jones, and so it will be seen thet
there is a very good chance of getting the proposal
through. This is what we have talked about
for years and years. It hes been the theme of
vonversation at all Western Australian dinners
for the last 15 yeats. At those functions it has
been the fashion to talk of the immense potenti-
alities of that huge country waiting for English
capital, Here we have England offering capital.
One portion of the cahlegram said " Give us
full instructions; make matter particularly
clear 50 that we shall not have to refer to you
again." Of course, one can take that in two
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ways, and I prefer"to take it in a satisfactory
way, as meaning that my correspondents are
likely to accept immediately by cable end to
wire £1,000 by way of deposit. All hon. membhers
will be glad to know that England is recognising
the possibilities of Western Austialia in the
direction of cotton growing. I em sure all
hon. membhers will hope that something satis-
factory will emanate from the callegram,
We have had some extraordinary paragrephs
in the Press duting the last two or three
days. T may desctibe them as very peculiar
ofiicial bulletins. 1 do not think they were well
advired. A fcw people were still doulitiul with
regard to putting in a few aeres of this new crop,
and those pessimistic hulleting by the three or
four ott.ciala have had & very dircouraging effect,
Prospective growers came to see me and asked
* What sott of pame is this Y™ When Govern-
ment off cials mint yarne of thet description it
is no inducement to prospective growers to spend
a few pounds of their money on planting cotton
seed. I told the inguirers that thoge Government
oftieials knew very little ahout the matter, and
that I knew all shout it; and so they went
shead. Why should we discourage people at all ?
We want sll the enthusiasm we can get in this
State.

Mr. Underwood: We do not want any de-
liherate failures though.

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 would not retiect on the
hon. member for one moment. It is time enough
to talk about failure when we cannot grow the
erops,

Mr. Underwood : I have been locking at some
of those crops during the Jast two or three days.

Mr. TEESDALE: When we find we cannot
grow the crops it will be time enough to talk
learnedly and write highly technical, scientifie
dissertations about failure. One cannot judge
the hervest before the plants are high enough
to grow the cotton. Some backyards contain
grasshoppers. Now, we caunot legislate for
grasshoppers ; but if we cennot grow cotton in
one back yard we will grow it in seme other
back yard. We are not going to he flattened
out by a few pests that are talked of by the
Agricultural Department, I am a bit of a
judge of pesta myself, Let me draw attention
to something which has been a great trouble
to me during the past three or four days. This
is the proper place to mention it, though I will
mention it outside as well. Some time ago an
important and highly capitalised company was
formed in Glasgow for the purpose of exploiting
a large concession on our coast for products of
the sea, and particularly turtle. I ecan bring
evidence to prove that certain investors waited
upon the Agent General a{ Savoy House and
asked himn and his oticials various questions
without getting any satisfaction at all. Instead
of something reasonable in the way of information
being given to them, something encoureging,
or certainly nothing that would discourage them
from carrying out their intentions, they were
told thet hunderds of miles of similar coastline
were to he had for leasing. That is very hurtful
indeed. One c¢an scarcely credit the effect that
such a reply would have upon investors in the
Old Country, who place s0 much dependence
upon our ofcers there. The answer is such as
might not mean much to us Australians, because
we have a very casual way of dealing with things.
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Hen. W. C. Angwin: The answer might
depend on how the question was put.

Mr. TEESDALE: It wes s very hurtful
thing indeed, and had a detrimental effect,
because the people inquiring decided to go no
further. The directorate have cabled out to
Australia saying that there is s temporary hold-
up, and also a temporary cessation of the company
going on with its worlk, because of the pessimistic
snd doubtful opinions given by Savoy House.
This matter is comething that the Premier will
bave to look into. I know that the company
was formed by a very solid group of Bcotsmen.

Hon. P. Collier: Those are the ones we
wanted here, and now we have lost them.

Mr. TEESDALE: This was not the style
of syndicate that we have been accustomed to
in Western Australia. Nearly every one of
the underwriters was a merchant, and the
group had arranged to take the whole
of the products of the ecompany themnselves,
without asking Australia to take any at all.
They had actually arranged through an agent
here in Perth to purchase the whole of their
glass containers locally. They cabled to know
whether our new plass works were able to
supply the containers, The articles were to
contain nothing but glass—me stoppers, no
robbers. I pgive these details to show how
thorough these people were and how genuinely
they intended to go in for a really first-class
article which would atiract a great deal of
attention. They had already started on the
project and had spent a good deal of mouney.
They had a very prominent Perth architeet
employed for some montha, The English
plans were not suitable, and were sent back,
The syndicate then went to the expense of
employing a Western Awvstralian architect to
furnish a complete set of plans suitable for
the factory.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Was that architect
a member of this Hounse?

Mr, TEESDALE: No. There is something
wrong when such things can happen. We
have men here who wished to secure informa-
tion and what they got was surely what should
not be furnished to investors thinking of
spending their money in this State. If any
member of this Committee was eontemplating
spending his money in the purchase of shares
in a company to develop Western Anwstralia,
and he asked an officer of the Government
what he thought about the proposition, what
would he say if he was confronted with state-
ments such as I have indicated. The Shel-
lonia Syndicate, to which I have referred,
issued serip valued at £150,000. I can assure
the Committee that this Company was formed
and the whole of the shares had been under-
written. It was expected that some merchants
in London would have taken an interest
in this propesition. Some went to the Agent
General and asked him for his opimion and,
sn T am informed, he gave them to under-
stand that there were hundreds of miles of
country to be had in the North for the asking,
What impression would that leave in the mind
of a man whe was contemplating purchasing
pound shares in a company formed to carry
out this work, only to be told that the land
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could be had for the asking? I hope the
Premier will inquire into this matter and see
if there are any grounds for the statements
I have made. I am informed that there are
good grounds for them.

Hon, P. Collier: Did not these people go
on with the scheme?

Mr. TEESDALE: It is shelved now. I
was wondering if the paragraph taken from
the ‘*West Australian,’’ which I have here,
has any bearing on thig position. Two gentle-
ment went North some time ago. One of
these, Mr. Stuart, had a very hazardous jour-
ney in that part of the State, for he went at
least 25 miles inland from the coastal ports
and got some wild bush scenes rigged up
which, no doubt, very much impressed him.
It was decided that he should take impressions
of these scenes to London in the shape of
films, descriptive of the wild North-West. He
also had a few hundred-weight of tortoise
ghell and a few other things. In the course
of a newspaper interview one of these gentle-
men said—

I do not think we know the value of our
own country. It is a shame to see all the
wealth of the North-West lying untouched.

Hon. members ean see the feeling with which
this man was imbued—but he had never
vigited the North. He was positively
bursting with enthusiasm, As to the other
gentleman refcrred to, the mewspaper para-
graph states—

Mvr. Stuart sketched in outline some of
the wonders of the North—river and sea
alive with scething tona of fishes——

That is rather an exiraordinary sentence, but
we can take it as written— .

—a stretech of beach with dugong upon it

as thick as the people in Barrack-street at

lunch time.
What a beauntiful liar! I hope the member
for Carnarvon will bear that statement in
mind—

In his book he had written what oceurred

from day to day, but he was afraid that

some London people would say he was an-

other de Rougemont. .
I should think se, too; I have already said
as much.

Mr. Angelo: But that is not Mr. Stuart’s
statement.

Mr. TEESDALE: This is what appears in
the ‘‘West Aunstralian,’’ Continuing, the
paragraph says—

Everything he had put down was absolutely

true. He and AMr. Cockram were taking to

England some tona of exhibits and they

were very optimistie.

Their optimism has been well and truly
chattered! 1 was wondering if there
was any connection between this sort of
paragraph and what bas happened to the
Bhellonia Company.

Mr., Underwood:
good exhibits.

Mr. TEESDALE: That is all very well
seeing that you can find good exhibits a few
miles from a port anywhere along the coast.
I am wondering -what has happened to all
those huge industries that Mr. Cockram and

Mr. Stuart found some
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Mr. Stvart was supposed to exploit. I am
wondering if Savoy House had anything to do
with this. It is possible that such is the
case. The North-West Department has been
unfortunate in not being able to secure the
services of an expert officer in tropical agri-
culture, The Department has been trying
hard to get one for some time past. While
I was in Queensland, the Minister telegraphed
asking me to interview some applicants for
the position. One good officer was selected,
but when the Queensland CGovernment, hy
whom he wna employed, heard of our choice
they gave him an increase in szlary and that
officer decided to stay there. In these cir-
eumatances, the Committee can depend upon
it that o good seleetion was made.

Mr, Lambert: That is how yon treated the
Queensland (Government’s hospitality.

Mr. TEESDALE: I can assure the mem-
ber for Coolgardie that we do not do that
gort of thing on this side of the House. 1
had an interview with the Minister for Apgri-
culture and asked him if he was agreeable to
the officer going to the Weat. He assured me
that he was agreeable, but I think he must
have given the matter further consideration,
because a little later we were told that this
officer had deecided to stay in Queenrland.
There has heen a considerable amount of da-
lay in connection with the settlement of the
North-West on this aceount, because the Com-
missioner for the North-West admits that he
knows nothing about tropieal agriculture. He
is a2 good engineer, but he does not know
anything about this form of agricultture and
has enongh pluck to say so. He refuses to
initizte anything of this nature until the
expert officer is appointed, so that there will
be less loss of time and no useless expendi-
ture. That is a ereditable attitude to adopt.
In conneetion with the introduction of cotton
in the North-West, T have met with a mixed
reception, There were no bands or banners
greeting me when I proposed the growing of
eotton in my elretorate. They are not very
enthusiastic about it there and I do not know
what will bappen. I have always championed
their cause here and have had very fair sup-
port. T am sure the majoritv of the members
of this Chamber recognise that in the North.
West we must have big tracts of country to
enable pastoralists to shift the stock from
time to time when droughts are upon them. 1
rememher one period of 214 years when we
did not have enough water to wash ouwr faces
with.

Mr, Lambert: You look Like it.

Mr. TEESDALE: In these circumstances,
the pastoralists mnst have large areas so as
to shift their stock from one part to another
for grazing purpeses, I was disappointed at
the reception T received when I asked for a
little strip of country to be devoted to cotton
growing. When I pit forward the proposi-
tion, some of my electors looked at me with
pained expressions on their faces. I do not
want to cut up a station to the detriment of
the industry. All I ask of the pastoralistiaa
strip of country with which to make a few
five or 10-acre blocks for cotton growing,
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which will give rise to contented indus-

trialism, and serve to break down the
barriers between capital and labour,
Cotton pgrowing will never be hurtful

to the squatters, for no one wants to drive
them out of the homes they have built
op in trying circumstances.

Hon. P. Collier: Couldn’t they spare yon
five acres?

Mr. Underwooil:
gift at all.

Mr. TEESDALE: I want to settle shearers
on these =mall blocks, A block of 10 acres
is all that one man and his wife ean work.
Cotton will give him a nice little addition to
hig shearing cheque. Al I agk of the pas-
toralists is a few 10-ucre blocks as near to a
town as possible, In Queensiand the men
hike out five or six mileg from the towns and
do a little bit of loeing among the cotton
after their day's work. It is an extraor-
dinary crop. If you do not attend to it to-
day, to-morrow, or even next week, or mnext
nienth will do as well.

Mr. Lambert: That would just suit the
Government, wouldn'’t it?

Mr. TEESDALE: And you canmot get
less than £10 or £15 per acre if the erop be
anything short of a failure. It i3 a
wonderful drought resister, and it will
resist also heavy frosts, It is an extraor-
dinary crop and will be of immense value
to the State. In one or two points we are
a littie belind Queensland. Our seasons up
XNorth are not quite what we should like, but
I am assured by Mr. Dan Jones that after the
first season we shall be able practieally to
make our own season, and that eventually we
shall be guite as suecearful as Queensland.
Probably we shall require a little irrigation in
the Lower North, but when we think of the
amount expended by the Americans and by
the Egyptians in bringing water immense
distances  in flomes and  open channels,
when we realise that cotton is of sufficient
value to juatify all that, it is eclear that
shortly the time will come when we shall be
able to afford to raise water a few paltry
feet to the surface in order to secure good
crops. South Australia, Victoria and New
South Wales have conjointly entered upon =
scheme for irrigating by the Hume pipe
syatem 272,000 acres. When they po to the
expense of a million feet of piping, and
irrigate 272,000 neres, it shows what wonder-
ful promise there must be, and what a
great goal there is to strive for. When other
Btates can undertake the erpense involved in
that worlk, it is to be hoped that we shall be
able to do something with our shallow water.
I have no wish that the Government should
undertake such a big scheme here. Tt is too
ambitious; but we might well adopt some
inexpensive scheme such as that in Queens.
land. I know of 400 aeres there on which
there are 52 irrigation plants. Four or five
nf the blocks are being irrigated from the
one well. Tt should not be asking too much
to renuest the Premier to allow the irrication
expert to go to Queensland and report on this

The land is not in their
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scheme. I should be only too pleased to
supply the name of the district, and give ths
expert the necessary letters of introduction,
This scheme should be examined with a view
to deciding whether something similar could
he adopted for the lower North. We must
bave wvater on the serface in case of a
drought. In a dry season it is fatal to keep
cotton without a drink for more than six
weeks or two months, so it is only a wise
precantion to provide the water in case of
drought.

Mr. Harrison: Cetton stands second to
the prickly pear in droughty districts.

Mr. TEESDALE : Yes. I hope the
Premier will agree to this investigation.
Irom that one Queensland block alone,
152,000 packages of fruit and vegetables
were despatehed to Sydney in 1921. There
is something to bid for; a goal to work for.
The transport of the produce from the time
it leaves Bowen until it is delivered to the
agents in Sydney occupies seven days, That
means practically the same distance as Perth
iz situated from Derby. Queensland has
achieved a cheap and effective irrigation
system, and the Premier should take sufficient
interest in it to asecertain whether it might not
be adapted to this State. No one in the State
is more keenly intercsted in  cotton growing
than T am. Tf we do not get one good com-
mereial distriet in the North and another in
the SBouth, I shall retire from public life,
because I shall have no more ambition as
regards thia House. Life is all too short.
There are 1.200 cotton groivers in this State.
Imacine 1,200 growers let loose on me! QOne
woulil be enough for me at my age of 6@, hut
to be set and barracked by 1,200 of them
would be top much. We have 1,200 growers,
and we have 314 tons of seed growing at the
present time. Our departmental experts with
their pessimism and warnings came too late
in the day. Our crops are in. I am waiting
for the harvest.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [11.46]: I regret
that, owing to illness, I was not present last
week when these Estimates were introdueed
by the Minister for Mines and commented on
by the member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood)., After having read the ‘‘Hansard/'
report of the Minister’s speerh, I regret very
much the casval way in which the Estimates
were introduced. The Minister practically
admitted that he knew nothing about them.
Tt is a great pity that one or two of the
Ministers do not know more ahout the North-
West and particularly the Minister who is en-
trusted with the duty of introducing the Easti-
mates. The DMinister for MMines, in the
eourse of his speech, made two statements.
He said the North-West Department was
created two years ago. The older members
of the Assembly know that the department
was created five years and eight days ago,

The Premier: You must have looked it up
to ealculate the, eight days.
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Mr. ANGELO: The department was es-
tablished on the 23rd November, 1917. The
Minister stated that the department wag
established largely as a result of the eriti-
cism of the various Government departments,
and a desire expressed by northern mcmbers;
also that he knew nothing about the adminis-
tration of the North-West, I would remingd
him that he is Minister for Mines and Indus-
tries and Minister controlling the State Ship-
ping Service, three most important sub-de-
partments when the development of the North
is considered. As to the reasong for the
creation of the North-West Department, for
years previoualy pioneers and residents of the
North were more than dissatisfied at the very
miserable treatment rceeived at the hands of
the Government, During the Lahour regime
the North-West received greater consideration
than from any other Government, Many of
the puablic works undertaken in the North-
West in the last 20 years were carried out
during the Labour regime. The people of the
North-West, recognising what a huge, im-
portant and valuable territory that part of
the State represented, were very dissatisfied
at the treatment received from the Govern-
ment situated in the southern portion of the
State, They recognised that they were suf-
fering frotn remoteness from the seat of gov-
ernment, just as Western Australia is suffer-
ing owing to its distance from the seat of the
Federal government. Beveral sugeestions
were made ns to how we could obtain better
treatment. One was that the Nortbh-West
should be attached to the Northern Territory
and controlled by the Tederal Government.
We rtenlised, however, the unsatisfactory re-
sults that had followed from Federal control
and this suggestion was laid aside. My pre-
decessor in the Gascoyne electorate advocated
gutonomy for the North, It would be im-
possible for a population numbering only
6,000 to have a separate State. On my ar-
rival in this House I put up the proposition
we hnd agreed uwpon., Thisg was that we re-
quired a separate department to administer
the affairs of the North-West and a Minister
of our own. On the 20th November, 1917,
the day that T entered this House, the Pre-
mier of the day paid mne the ecompliment of
asking me to move the motion for the adop--
tion of the Address-in-reply. In the course
of my specch I strongly advocated the re-
quirements of the North-West in this diree-
tien., The member for Roehourne and the
member for Kimberley and I were all new
to Parliament. The member for Pilbara had
already held the position of Honorary Minis-
ter, There was a vacancy for an Honorary
Minister, and I strongly urged that the
North-West was entitled to a portfolio of
its owwn. I suggested the member for Pilbara,
who was elected to the position three days
later and made Minister for the North-West.
We wanted a gentleman who understood that
part of the State, and would devote his whole
time to developing it.

Hon. P. Collier:
now.,

You have not got ome
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Mr. ANGELO: That is where the fault
lies. If the North-West was to remain part
and parcel of the State and was to he de-
veloped aml administered by the Government
of the State we wanted some voiee in Cab-
inet. We had four members representing
the North-West, but none in Cabinet.

Hon, P. Collier: That is revealed in the
work done.

Mr. ANGELO: Little ¢an be done without
Tepresentation in Cabinet. We wanted a man
who would spend his time during the recess
travelling in the North-West and making
himgolf acquainted with its requirements.
Had that been done the present disparity ex-
isting between Queensland and ourselves
would not have existed. Our North-West
population is about 6,000, whereas that of
Queensland numbers 700,000, I am surprised
at the remarks of the member for Pilbara
concerning the North-West department. He
said it was a wonderful joke and later on
called it a *‘‘Charlic Chaplin’’ stunt. He
was appointed to the position of Minister
for the North-West on the 23rd November,
1917, and did not resign until the 25th March,
1919, Surely, if this was a Charlie Chaplin
stunt and a huge joke, he cannot consider he
was right in holding the position for that
length of time.

Hon. P. Collier: A lot could happen in
three years after he left the position. It
may have been all right then.

Mr. ANGELO: He had an opportunity that
has never been given to any member of the
House. If he had worked and ecarried out
the functions of that important rost he would
have been a big man in the State to-day. He
would have been practically Administrator of
the North-West,

Hon. P, Collier: He had none of the power
the Minister has to-day. '

Mr. ANGELO: He was Minister for the
North-West.,

Hon. P. Collier: But the department had
not then heen created,

Mr. ANGELO: He sat here as Minister
for the North-West and was referred to as
such.

Hon. P. Collier: He was only ecalled by that
name.

Mr. ANGELO: If he did not get a fair
deal from Cabinet, and was not being assisted
to establish his position, he should have re-
signed as a protest.

Mr. Harrison: He did resign.

Mr. ANGELO: Not for 16 montha,

Hon. P. Collier: The North-West Depart-
ment as now ~onstituted was not ereated ua-
til after he left.

Mr. ANGELO: Why did he not ask for a
staff? It dres not seem fair that ridicule
should be hurled at the department bv a man
who had this opportunity of doing great work
for the develorment of the North-We-t.
Short!ly a’'ter the appointment was made
North-West members met together and we all
seemed to be satisfied. We endeavoured to
put all our requests throngh that department.
‘We rov have a Minister, 2 S~creta-y and 2
Commissioner for the North-West, bt T am
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sorry we have not a Minister of our own to
deal entirely with the North-West. Until the
number of Ministers is increased that cannot
be brought about. This House should agree
te an increase in the number of Ministers in
order that we might have one of our own,
Another Minister is also required to assist
the Leader ot the House in another place.

Hon. P. Collier: You have a Minister now.

Mr. ANGELG: We have a small slice of
him. The present Miunister for the North-
West has to lead and control the Legislative
Council, He is alse Minister for Education
and Minister tor Justice,

Hon. . Collier: Appareatly there are no
North-West members aunitable for the port-
folio.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not say it is necessary
to have a North-West member as Minister.
Wo want one who can go to the North-West
and devote some of his time to attending to
the req: irements of that part of the State,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Minister has been
there and ohtained all particulars.

Mr. ANGELQO: He made a flying trip to
the North-West.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: And he tock a num-
ber of pictures of it.

Mr. ANGELO: He certainly gathered a
good deal ol iniormation, and took the trouble
to obtain photographs upon which he has
lectured on many occasions to the advant-
age of the State.

Hon. P. Collier: Are not North-West mem-
bers an advisory couneil?

Mr, ANGFLO: We have had meetings, but
not otten enough to suit our own req- irementa.

Mr. Underwood My electors treat that as a
joke.

Mr. ANGELO: We have the best Minister
in the circumstanecs. He has done a good
deal of pullicity w_rk and has directed the
attention of many people outside to the North-
West.

Hen, I
other?

Mr. ANGELO: He cannot give us the time
that is necessary to deal with such a huge
area. The sceretary of this department has
Leen criticised. Mr. Neville is one of the
most enthusiastic officers in the serviece.
I*rom early in the morning till late in the
evening he is always to be found at the
office, busy in carrying out his duties as
gsecretary to that department,

Mr, Marghall: I draw attention to the
state of the House. Tt is a fine thing to have
members who sit here listening to the de-
bate, particularly in the absence of those
who advocate sitting early, and then get
out.

Quornm formed.

Mr, ANGELO: 1 wish to support what the
member for tie Murchison has said regarding
the appointment of the Commissioner. T do
not think any North-Western member knew
who was to be a .pointed. We knew the ap-
peintment was pending, but we heard who
was selected only after the appointment had
been made. -

Collier: Why do you want an-
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Hon, P. Collier: That is nothing new. The
Government do not consult us when appoint
ing officers for our distriets.

Mr, ANGELO: We all hoped that Mr. Tin-
dale would receive the appointment. What we
wanted in the Commissioner was engineering
knowledge, beeause so much of the develop-
ment of the North-West will depend upon en-
gineering skill.  Besides that qualification
there is great necd of business acumen, again
something that Mr, Tindale does possess. He
is a good business man as well as being a
good cngineer. Had we been able to secure
him as Commissioner, the development of the
North-West would, I think, bave proceeded at
& much more rapid rate than it is doing at
the present time.

Hon. P. Collier: Buot the Commissioner was
the only member of the family remaining to
he placed.

Mr. ANXNGELO: I am not going to ¢ondemn
the present Commissioner. He has not been
long in the position,” and the area is a fre-
mendous one to get round. He has not yet
hiad time to imspect the various ends of the
aren. He may yet gain the necessary ex-
perience, and we shall then see what ability
he possesses in an engineering and an ad-
miinistrative capacity.

Mr. Marghall: Had bhe any knowledge of
the North-West?

Mr. Underwood: Yes.
Minister’s lectures.

Mr. ANGELO: That is the unfortunate
part of it; he had no perscnal knowledge of
the North-West.

Mr. Wilson: Is he an engineer?

Mr, Underwood: Yes; a University en-
gineer.

Mr. ANGELO: I quite agree with the
statements which have been made as to the
diffculty of getting work done when matters
have to be referred to the Commissioner in
Broome. At times this routine savours of
the ridieulous, On one occasion the late Col-
onir] Seeretary, paying a visit to Carnarvon
as representative of the Government, received
geveral denutations. One was from the pro-
gress association at East Carnarvon, which

- asked him for a small grant—I think of £30

—tmvards the cost of a hall, the people them-
selves having contributed £200 or £300. The
late Colonial Secretary replied that grants
were not vsually given nowadays, but that as
their casze seemed a strong one he would have
mueh pleasure in recommending it to the
Treasnrer. After his return to Perth he
sent on a recommendation to the Premier.
The next we heard of the matter was that
the recommendation had heen sent up to the
Commisgianer in Broome for his approval—a
Cahinrt Minister’s recommendation to be ap-
prov~d by an understrapper!

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: Be eareful.

Mr. ANGELO: Even an under secretary
is an understraprer when it comes to the
spendin of monev., The case seyned to me
ton extraordinary altogether. The Commis-
stoner for the North-West should be an en-

He had heard the
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gineer travelling around and finding out the
requirements of the various districts and re-
porting to Perth. The head administrative
oflice for the North-West should be here. It
is here in Perth that we North-Western mem-
hers ought to be able to get answers, instead
of applivations being referred for final de-
vision to the office in Broome. I am sorry to
fied that the total vote for the development of
the North-West amounta to oniy £22,895,

Mr. Underwood: And most of that is
officers” salaries.

Mr. ANGELO: We will never develop the
North at such a paltry rate of expenditure.
I*ar more money will be required. The North
warranty development. Here we are told in
an official bulletin that the tropical products
imported into this State alone during the year
1919-20, and ecapable of being produced in
cur North, amounted in value to £2,520,908,
During the same year the Commonwealth
imported £12,247,266 worth of the same pro-
duets, which wo ought to be growing in the
North of this State. These figures demon-
strate that it would be a good buginess pro-
position to develop the North. There is of
course alsc the absolute necessity, on which
I shall not dwell just mow, for population
from a defence point of view. If this State
cannot populate the North, them it is our
duty te point out the position to the Com-
monwealth and Imperial Governments and
abtain their assistance. I am glad that the
member for Pilbara has stressed the neees-
sity for expert knowledge in the North. In
my opinion it is absolutely ridiculous to send
men to the North in the maoner in which
those men have been sent to Derby. They
should be accompanied by men qualified to
tell them what to grow, and to teach them
low to grow it.

Mr. Underwood: They have sent up a
eleck from the Agrienltural Department.

Mr. ANGELO: My own experience has
been a sad one. My brother and I spent
£3,000 in carrying out experimental work at
Carnarvonr. We did well until the pests
manifested themselves, and ever since then
we have had trouble. We werc not expert
gardeners or farmers, and we thought the
Government should have assisted us by send-
ing someone o Carnarvon to teach us. This
was long before T became a member of
Parliament. We offered to pay the salary
of an expert for a year if the Government
would only send ome to Carnarvon. The
Government did not do se, and explained
that they could not gef ome at the time. T
wish to stresa the duty the Government owe
to the people in the North regarding transit
faeilities, and I hope they ‘will keep in mind
the necessity for seeing that the requirements
in connection with the State Steamship Ser-
vice are met. Later on we will have an
opportunity of dwelling more fully on this
question, when we discuss the vote for the
Btate Steamship Bervice, T hope that nothing
will oecur to disturb the present arrange-
ments until some better scherne can be
assared.  There ure many ways in which
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the North-West can be developed. I hope
the member for Kimberley (Mr, Durack) will
tell the Committee something about the huge
areas between Derby and Wyndham which
are still lying idle. A long time ago I sug-
gested to the Government that they shonld
open up & new harbour in that part of the
State, so as to promote development. There
are millions of acres of country there, which
are reported to be well watered and ell
grassed, awaiting selection and stocking,
This caunot be done by onc or two individ-
uals because the natives are so troublesome,
We have had evidence of that, unfortunately,
in the Press during recent months. This
work will have to be donc by groups of men
working in conjunction, until the natives are
more quiet. When they are quietened, they
will become valuable assets as cattle men.
I cannot agrce with the member for Roe-

bourne (Mr. Teesdale) in some of hias
references. If I understood him properly,
he made disparaging references to Mr,
Stuart.

Mr. Teesdale: T was reading an extract
from the ‘‘Weat Australian.’’

Mr. ANGELO: Those statements eould
not possibly represent a quotation of hia
remarks. In Mr. Cockram and Mr. Stuart,
we have two people who arc anxious to do
their beat to assist in the development of the
North.

Mr. Underwood: The quotation was per-
haps from remarks hy Le Meaurier or Alf,
Nearves,

Mr. Teesdale: One has never heen up
North, and the other has been North ence.
Mr. Underwoed: Stuart has his money in

it, at any rate.

Mr. ANGELQ: Mr. Cockram has put a lot
of money into the venture.

Mr. Teesdale: Tt is ne gooll exaggerating
like the statement about the dugong. That is
all tripe, and does no good.

Mr. ANGELO: T am satisfied that Mr.
Stuart never said any sueh thing.

Mr. Teesdale: Tt was eabled from London
by the paper’s correspondent.

Mr. ANGELO: TIn all probability, what
wns said was that the heaches were thick
with turtles, and possibly the Press corres-
pondent mixed up dugongs with turtles,

Mr. U'nderwood: Tuortles are thick along
all the beaches, too.

Mr. ANGELO: That is right. T do not
know if the member for Roebourne has ever
visited Delambre Tsland,

Mr. Teesdale: T went to the island for

years, I never missed a seagon there.
Mr. ANGELO: T went to the island

week after week, and T am not exaggorating
when T sav that a visitor could walk half
way round the island and when traverging
the beaches necd not put his feet on the
sand at all, because the tortles are so thiek
thera that he conld walk on their backs.

Mr. Teesdale: So they are at the present
time.

Mr. ANGELO: T nam speakine of about
30 years ago, when T was there myself. Tt
js probable that the eorrespondent was con-
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fused between the references to dugeng and
turtle. I do not think it is fair to say that
AMr, Stuart went only a few miles away
from the ports along the coast. I saw a
mumber of his exhibits before he went to Lon-
don. He had a large number of photographs
which illustrated hig trips and I saw the map
showing where he had explored rivers and
vrecks where no white man had ever been be-
fore. lle had an cxtraordinarily rich collee-
tion of specimens,

The Minister for Minces:
reet.

Mr. ANGELO: The beautiful photographs
he had, would be a fine advertisement for
“’ostvru Australia in London.

Mr. Teesdale: They were exhibited but ap-
parently they did no good,

Mr, ANGELQO: 1 am sorry indeed to hear
that these pentiemen have not been able to
float a company in England.

Mr. Teesdale: We do not want all this
sensational talk, such as T have referred to.

Mr, ANGELO: T do not think that state-
ment can he eorrect.

Mr. Underwoad: The member for Roe-
lounrne should talk ahout rateon eotton.

My, ANGELO: The experience regarding
intensc culture in the North-West has not been
as satisfactory as we should have liked to see,
and that is beeause we have not got an ex.
pert.  Men have gone north to spend their
own money, but they have not heen able to
ascertain the proper thing to do. Recently,
however, a rich firm who made their woney in
the North have induced an expericnced cotton
grower to come here from America. This
grower has had 12 years’ expericnee in the
United States and recently, acting in con-
junction with the gentlemen T refer to who
know the Gaseoyne well, he visited that part
of the State to see for himself the conditions
obtaining there. He has sent down 2 most
satisfactory roport., This grower said that
the conditions therr were ideal and thev io-
tend to make n start very shortly. T am
vlad of that, for the Government are not to
he aghed to spend money and thus we will
get o firat rate experiment under the puidance
of a2 man who undrerstands cotton growing,

Mr. Teesdale: That is the sort of thing
we want up there.

Mr. ANGELO: This man tells me that he
intends to try growing cotton mot anly under
irrigntion, hut without it as well. depending
on the local rainfall. One of the partners
has had many vears’ experience as an artes-
ian borer and he sovs there is no doubt ahout
retting the water in the Gnseovne for these
purpoars. That is in oppesition to the opinion
nf the latest expert sent from the Aerienl-
tural Department, but T hope the predietion
will prove correct. T trust the eottom venture
will he a huoa siueeess. T fesl eortain the
Committee will agree with me that ereat
eralit is dne to the member for Reebourne
for what he has done in connection with cot-
ton arowing. The questinn nf eatton prowing
in the North-West js not a new thine, for it
was first advoeated hy Commander Stokes in
1837. T recently read ome of his hooks deal-
ing vith his adventures in Australia, when he

That is quite cor-
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was in eommand of the ‘“Beagle.’’ At that
time, he diseovered King Sound, and he we-
ported to the British authorities, strongly re-
commending that cotton sheuld be grown in
the North-West. Thirteen years ago Mr, Des-
peissis, who was then Commissioner for Trop-
ical Apgrieulture, advocajed cotton growing
there. He said in his report—

Keen interest was manifested in cotton
growing wherever I went and many ques-
tions were asked. Bamples of locally grown
cotton were also shown on the Gasecoype,
Minilya, Ashburton and at Cossack, Port
Hedland, Breoome, Beagle Bay, Derby and
Oscar Range.

That list of placea in the North-West referred
to by Mr. Despeissis in hiz bulletin on the
tropical North shows that the area over
which cotton was grown is not restricted fo
a few miles, but the length of country re-
ferred to in that report extends for over
1,000 wmiles, in length by 200 miles in width.
I hope this is going to be a very big in-
dustry in Western Australia. It is expected
that shortly members will have an oppor-
tunity to visit the North. I urge the Pro-
mier to make the conditions of passage so
favourable that practically all members will
be induced to take the trip and see the con-
ditions of that important part of the Btate.
Next year, it is to be hoped, the Estimates
of the North-West will be greatly increased.
When we reach the Estimates of the State
Shipping Service I shall have more to say,
beenuse the position as I see it is a very seri-
ous one,

Mr. DURACK (Kimberley) [12.22]: T am
astounded at the pauecity of this vete for the
development of the North. There we have a
coastline of 1,300 or 1,400 miles and an area
of about 600,000 square miles. Is it thought
that anything can be done to develop that
proposition with a paltry £22,0009 The
appropriation for the whole State is
set down at seven millions, Perhaps
half of that, or £10 per head of
the population, represents the actual
amonnt expended. Approxzimately we have
in the North 8,000 people; so with a Vote of
£22,000 we get a per capita expenditore of
£2 153. Relatively we are entitled to
a greater expenditure than are the people
of the South, if only because of our
vast area, to say nothing of the immense
potentialities of the North. Moreover,
nearly all our 8,000 of population
are producers, whereas in the South a very
large pereentage of the people cannot be re-
garded as producers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This 18 not all that is
spent in the North.

Mr. DURACK: Perhaps not, but it should
bhe very mueh more. By the per capita re-
turn of 25s. per head from the Common-
wealth, something like £12,000 is paid in re-
speet of the 8,000 people of the North. Tt is
time we serionsly entered upon the development
of that part of the State. What wonld be the
position if a new continent eomprising 600,000
square miles were to be discovered in the
Pacific occan? Why there would not be amy-
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thing like enough shipping to carry to it
those who wanted to go. Yet we have within
our borders this territory of 600,000 square
niles, virtually neglected notwithstanding its
vast resources. Northern members have cheer-
fully supported Southern propositions running
into hundreds of thousands of pounds. It im
ouly fair that Scuthern members should give
better consideration than in the past to the
question of Nerthern development, = One
Northern port, Broome, zlote has a total trade
of some £864,000, Its excess of exports over
imports represents more than half a million
of money. The amount received in direct
taxation from that port was £55,720. Yet the
other night we had the Leader of the Opposi-
tion saying that the return I had moved for
would cost more tham is reccived from the
North in 10 years, Of course, I know the
hon. member ecould not have been serious, but
most people outside aceept him very seriously.

Hon, P, Collier; Then let me say I did not
mean it.

Mr. DURACK: As the member for Murchi-
son (Mr. Marshall) has pointed out, our bus-
iness in the North is seripusly retarded. The
Commissioner of the North, no doubt, is ear-
rying out This instructions from the
Government and acting as a buffer be-
tween the Government and members of
Parliament. Apparently he is up there
largely to economise. That i3 evidenced
in the FEstimates before ua. We have
a Minister for the North-West who is also
Minister for Eduveation. T am afraid the
North-West is but a secondary consideration
with him,  The expenditure on education
lust year cxceeded the vote by £26,000, but
the cstimate for the North-West this year is
less than last year’s vote by £2,6563. Yast
year £25,548 wag voted for the North-West,
but only £21,932 of it was expended. Yet
whenever we ask for money for the North, we
are told therc is none available.

Mr, MacCallum Smith: What did you get
for the money?

Mr. Underwood: A commissioner and some
enginecrs.

Mr. DURACK: We are all intercsted in the
eotton growing experiments. The member
for Roehourne (Mr. Tcesdale) said he was not
too favourably received by pastoral holders
of the North when he suggested cotfon grow-
ing. T hope that remark did not apply to
the Kimberley district. I made it my bus-
iness to facilitate the inquiries of the hom.
member by wiring to the road board and
to men who I thought would be able to assist
him. T am deeply interested in the possibili-
ties of cotton growing, and the firm with which
T am associated now lhave under consideration
a scheme for growing cotton under some co-
operative plan. We believe we can work the
husiness on somewhat the same lines as Queens-
}and has adopted, the station owner providing
the land. the implements and the domicile,
The Premier, no doubt, will tell us we have
not power to deal with the land, but some-
thina should be done to make the land avail-
able. We want to co-operate in order to get
cotton growing established. The member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) has referred to the
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possibilities of the country between Derby and
Wyndbam. T was one of the four members
appointed two years ago by the Premier to
consider the best means of settling this area.
We spent a considerable amount of time in-
vestigating the matter and submitted a series
of proposals to the Government, but I regret
that up to the present nothing has been done.
The evidenve showed that there wus some mag-
nificent country between Derby and Wynd-
ham guite unoceupied and some of the best
ports in the State, The Government have under
consideration a scheme which I trust will
come to fruition very soon. I believe that
eotton can be grown under natural conditions
without irrigation, and I share largely the
opinion expressed by the secretary of the
North-West  Department when he said
that if we eould not grow cotton in the North
withont irrigation, we could not grow it suc-
cessfrlly. We have the rainfall to guarantee
cotton growing without irrigation. The
Meteorological Department have supplied me
with figures showing that the average rain-
fall in Derby for 36 years has been as fol-
lows : November, 1.14; December, 4.62;
January, 7.62; February, 5.87; March, 4.35.
‘Wyndham has a slightly better average:
November, 2.06; December, 4.43; January,
7.75; February, 6.20; and March, 4.33. The
average then falls off to as low as .24 in May.
Between Derby and Wyndham the rainfall is
congiderably higher. Over a period of seven
years at Port George—one of the areas re-
ported upon by the committee—the fall in
November averaged 2.64; December, 12.00;
January, 17.82; and February, 13.36. Pro-
ceeding north from Broome, the possibilities
of cotion growing become greater. Cotton 1a
being grown in the Northern Territory, and
on one proposition outside Darwin a ton to
the acre was grown. We are experimenting
with cotton growing on four different sta-
tions. On one of them cotion has been grown
for seven years under matural conditions, re-
ceiving mno attention at all. On another
station cotton has been grown for the last
conple of years. I think the futore of
eotton growing in the North is promising;
it is ome of the possibilities of tropieal
agriculture. T enter my protest against
this miserable pittanee provided in the Esti-
mates for the North-West.

Ttem, Commissioner for North-West, £804:

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Estimates show
that the Commissioner is to receive an in-
erease of £110. This man is not on the
hasie wage.

The Premier: That is not an inerease, He
wag there for only a part of last year.

Mr. Angelo: For only ten months.

Mr. MeCALLUM: What is his salary?

The Premier: £804.

Mr. McCALLUM: In addition he receives
a motor-ear allowanee and travelling ex-
prraes,

Mr. Underwood:
ance,

Mr. MeCALLUM: I understand that the
£110 does not represent an increase.

And the tropical allow-

[ASSEMBLY,)

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. 1>, COLLIER: I do not know the
Cominigsioner, but I have been tolid that he
is a very smart young man. [ must direct
attention, however, to the diserepancy be-
tween the salaries received by some profes-
sionad men as compared with others. This
vouny offiver is receiving €504 a year, whieh
iz very bhigh iu eomparison with the salaries
paid to other professional men in various de-
pattiments,

My, MueCallum Smith:
sioner of Police.

Hon. . COLLIER: I understand the Com-
missioner for the North-West is an c¢ngineer,
but there are engineers who have heen in the
department for 20 years or nore in charge of
such works as metropolitnn water suppliea
aml sewerage, vaflways and public works and,
wilh the exception of the Eugineer-in-Chief
am?! the Enginecr of the Goldfields Water
Sopply, not one of them is receiving a salary
vyual to the Commissioner for the XNorth-
West. Surely tle value of that officer's work
is ax great as that of the other officer?

The Minigter for Mines:  He probably
would not take on the jolr at Broeome.

Hon, P, COLLIER: T admit the Commis-
sioner for the North-West has many duties
to perform, Lt his responsibility eannot be
greater than that whieh is e¢arried by many
professional men in the varipus departments.

My, MaeCallum Smith: The manager of
the Bavings Bank gets only £552.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T know of engincers
carrying out important duties who are not
receiving £4UG a year. [ am not commenting
upon the officer himseif, but upon the office,
A snlary of £800 a year for such an office is
very high in comparison with the salaries
paid to other professional men in the service.

Mr. UXDERWOOD: This officer was a
cadet or assistant to A purveyor,

The Premier: He is an engineer.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He i8 receiving a
suxlary of £804, while in the department he
wag in there is a thoroughly reliable officer
who was assistant to the engineer for the
North-West, Mr. Tindale, for cight years.
The salary of that officer is only £384, The
first thing I noticéd about the Commissioner
for the North-West was the way he mapped
out his department. When he Dbuilt up his
office he included Meekatharra within his ter-
ritory.

Hon. P. Collier: Surely the Government
d4id not agree to that?

Mr. Marshall: He conscripted uvs.
could not get out of it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Any road beard
matter that required to be dealt with from
Meckatharra could be sent dircet to the Min-
ister for Works or the officer in charge of
road boards, and a communication would ar-
rive at its destination in about 36 hours.
[Cnder the present system it takes several
weeks for a letter to go to the Commissioner
of the North-West and for an answer to be
returned from him,

Take the Commis-

We
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Houn. P. Collier:

thing.
My, UNDERWOOD: That is the position
nevertheless. Several men have been sent to
Derby to grow cotton. They have been asked
to do impossible things, as I showed in the
eourse of my remarks last week. That has
been done under the auspices of the Com-
missioner t¢ whom we are paying £800 a
year. We do not 'want a failure in the
North owing to official bungling.

Mr, Teesdale: I do not think you can
blame the Commissioner for that.

Mr. ONDERWOOD: “Whom will the hon.
member blame for that impossible proposi-
tion¥ I have secn cotton growing in Derby,
with a rainfall a little over the average, beau-
tiful healthy plants. A few years later, with
a rainfall slightly under the average, the
results were utterly unsatisfactory—proving
that irrigation is essential. Not the slightest
provision for irrigation has been made in con-
nection with the operations of the men sent to
Derby.

Mr. Durack: Trrigation is not necessary. 1
have secen cotton grow at Port Darwin,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then let the hon.
member go to Port Darwin, [ am talking
of the North-West. The rainfall at Port Dar-
win is 70 ing. and at Derby abont 35 ins, It
is useless for the hon. member to talk to mo
ahont Port PDarwin when I am talking about
Derby.

My, Durack: The Port Darwin rainfall is
62 ing,

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Cotton has not yet
been suecessfully grown at Port Darwin.
When we are paying £3,000 a ycar for ex-
perts at Derby, rurely we should have some
better management than that.

Hon. P. Collier: One-seventh of the total
expenditure is for salaries.

Mr. UNDERWQQD: Those men now at
Derby should have been sent up there to-
wards the end of mext April, and provisien
should have been made for irrigation. I re-
peat, irrigation is necessary. But the Com-
nrigsioner for the North-West, with all that
salary and all that retinue of secretaries,
anid with £250 for repair of motor car, sends
those men up at an utterly impossible time,
2 time when they are absolutely doomed to
failure. Before ever those men went up
there were men on the spot who refused to
take up this proposition unless provision was
made for irrigation if required. It is no
use talking about what has been dorne in
Qucensland or Meropotamia in this matter,
We are up against positive facts, and thosc
are things which shonld be attended to by
the officer who is paid such a salary. I have
been twitted that when I was Minister for the
North-West I did nothing to advance the
North-West. Possibly T tried. A member ot
Cabinet can only try, and if he does not get
a modirum there is one thinz ke can do—re-
sign. That is what I did. Sowe men in my
position would have accented the indignity
and hung on to the job. I preferred resigna-
tion. In my opinion the position of Commis-
gioner for the North-West is worth the salary

That is a most ridiculous
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if we have the man. The work which has been
done has not convineed me that we bave a
man worthy of the salary; and 1 protest
against the payment of the salary to a man
who does not know his job, or, if he knows
it, is incompetent to do justice to it.

Mr, DURACK: It is a little too early
to say at this stage that the man does
not know his job. The appointment is onmly
a Tecent one. 1 suppose the Government fully
considered the position before the appoint-
ment was made. For the administration of so
huge a territory—irrespective of the mumber
of people, which is only 8,000—the galary is
a small one. It must also be regarded as
small in view of the ameount of money in-
vested in harbours and other public works in
the North-West. My personal view 4is that
the salary is very small indeed for the posi-
tion. I am not speaking about the Commis-
sioner’s qualifications.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The salary
paid to this particular officer must not be
compared with salaries paid to officers who
are permanently established in the metropoli-
tan area. When such officera have to travel
away from their homes, they obtain travelling
allowance. Moreover, other officers who are
established on the goldfields or in the North-
West receive tropical allowances over and
above their fixed salaries. In this instance
the £804 is an all-embracing salary.

Hon, P. Collier: 'Would not the Commie-
sioner get travelling allowanee?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Mr. Underwood: Cut out the tropical al-
lowanee. It is not worth more to live in the
tropics than it is in the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Pilhara would do a lot of lopping off
if he had his way! The fact remains that
we have paid the tropical allowance from the
first day we made these appointments up
North.

Mr, Underwood: That iz where you made
your mistake.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Pilbara allowed it to continue for
years.

My, Underwood: How could I prevent it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How does
the hon. member expect me to prevent it?

Mr. Underwood: I tried; you are not try-
ng.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am ex-
plaining to the Committee that the salary
of £804 paid to the Commissicner cannot be
rompared with that paid to other officers in
different parts of the State. His salary ip-
cludes everything, whereas the other officers
get their tropiecal allowances. Asg to the
qralifications of the Commissioner, I Enow
nothing about them except what I have heard
to the effect that when his application was
submitted to the Prblic Service Commisgioner,
he gave promise of being a very wvaluable
officer. Tt iz too early to say whether he
haa failed. T would rather judge from the
remarks of other hon. members than from
those of the member for Pilbara, because he
is prone to accuse every one of failing if he



2018

does not see eye to eye with him on a par-
ti-ular point. It was suggested that the
Commissioner had made a mistake regarding
cotton growing. If he has, he is not the
first who has attempted to do something and
faited.

Mr. Underwood: Will he get the sack?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 do not
know, The member for Pilbara says it has
not been demonstrated that cotton ean be
gtown at Derby. How can he say that until
we have tried to grow it? The hon. member
knows that a gdifference of opinion exists in
Qucensland as to the type of cotton they
should grow and whether the same kind can
be grown in different parts. Cotton seems to
be rather a peculiar thing to grow. I know
nothing about it personally, but I bhave read
a goold deal, and it would seem that while
some places fail to produce a commereial crop
of cotion, in other places, where the condi-
tions are almost similar, good crops ecan be
grown. The memher for Roebourne is to ba
commended for the action he has taken in
asking reople in different parfs of the North
to engage in small experiments, not from a
commereinl standpoint, but to assist the
State in coming to a conclusion as to the best
condition under which cotton c¢am be grown,
here, We may differ from the views of Mr.
Jones as to whether ratoon or other cotton
ghould be pgrown, but everyone agrees that
we should start by making small experiments
to determine which class of cotton i3 most
suitable for cur own econditions. A salary
of £804 is not too much to pay an officer

holding the position of Commissioner for the.

North-West, enabling us to ask him to give
attention to many things in that part of the
State. This officer eannot travel under the
eonditions experienced by officers in the Bouth-
West where they have good roads and rail-
ways.

Mr. ANGELO: Regarding cotton growing
at Derby, I mentioned that an experienced
cotton grower has arrived from Ameriea.
That gentleman has had yearas of cxperience
in California and Virginia. When he was
shown the records of the rainfall extending
over a period of 25 years, he found that in
Derty dnring the months of Febrnary, March,
April and May, 12 inches of rain were re-
corded, Fesides the additional 12 inches whieh
fall in December and January. He said that
that rainfall was quite sufficient for cotton
growing. He was also shown records nf the
Carnarvon rainfall which show seven in-hes
during the winter menths and he alao re-
garded that as quite sufficient. He intends
to pot his money into eotton growing in the
Gascoyne. He regards the rainfall as euffi-
ient, hut he will plant some of the crop with
the aid of irrigation. A large portion, how-
ever, will derend on the rainfall alone. That
is the attit"de of an experienced cotton
grower. In the cireumstances, I do not think
it ig fair to damnen the ardour of these men
who are going North teo embark upon cotton
growinT by predictiag disaster for them, aa
the member for Pilbara has dome.

Ttem, Press telegrams, £50:

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I want some infor-
mation as to this item.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the publicity de-
partment.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have what is
known aa the North-West Bureau of Informa-
tion. I do not know if hen. members have
read any of the items emanating from that
source.

Hon, I, Collier: Where do they appear?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: In the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ and ‘‘Daily News,'’ now and again.
I will give hon. member some idea as to the
items of mews which are sent down from this
Press bureau. Tn onc report it said that
Charlic Alleorn had passed through Nulla-
gine,  ‘‘Charlie’’ passes through Nullagine
every year. Three weeks after I read that
important item of information I met Charlie
in the terrace. Then the bureau despatched
the information that some of the sheds had
been cut out and the shearers had gome to
other parts. TUsually the stations do cut out
when the wool has been taken from the sheep,
and it is quite customary for the shearera to
go on to the next shed! Then it was stated
that Barnett Bres. had put up a plant for
the treatment of ashestes. I had seen that
plant running 21 months before that item
apreared in the Press. As a matter of fact,
it had appeared in the Press five or six times
before it was despatched south by the North-
West Press Bureau, I saw another item. It
was reported that the Commissioner of the
North-West had been on the Upper Gascoyne
and found that there was a big rhica deposit
there, Again, we get information that
Smith’s boat has come inte Broome or Port
Hedland with 2 good cateh of shell, and that
Jones's boat has come in with some shell and
one or two good stones. Is it fair that we
as taxpayers should pay £50 a year for that
tripe? I move—

That the item be reduced by £50.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I suppose
we have already spent a six months’ proper-
tton of the item., Therefore I suggest that
the hon. memher, if he be serious, move to
reduce the item by £25,

Mr, Underwood: I am serious enough.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is an
arrangement made with the Deouty Post-
master General to enable 16 agents appointed
to different parts of the North-West to send
down through the telegraphic office weekly
paragraphs at Press rates, in order that
North-West news should be disseminated in
the metropolitan Press. Those agents all
work in an honorary capacity. After all, the
itern is preity amall. Not all the messages
gent are so trivial ag is suggested by the hon.
member, Tf the service resulted in but a
few interesting paragraphs, it would be worth
the whole £50.

Hon. P. Collier: But why the exclusive
gervice to the ‘“West Australian’’ and the
““Daily News’’?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES:
cannot explain.

That I
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Hon. P. Collier: Why does not the ' Weat
Australian,’’ like the ‘‘Sunday Times,’’ send
its own representative up Northi

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It may be
that the ‘* West Australian’’ does not want
tn get rid of one of its staff for a few months.
It i3 not always because a newspaper wants
news that it sends a member of a staff away.
Sometimes it is to give him a holiday. I
think we can afford to risk £50 in a search
for news from 16 centres in the North-West.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: This £50 is uvitterly
wasted. Still we do get news at times. For
instance, we got the mews that Mr. Geologist
Eneebone bad passed through Nullagine and
was emrloyed by a South Anstralian syndi-
cate. We find from the files that he was
actually working for Mr. Le Mesurier, I
hope the Committee will delete the item, or
that alternatively the Minister will cut out
the rubbish from amongst the alleged news
from the North-West.

The Minister for Mines: Certainly I will
bring the hon. member’s comments under the
notice of the Minister for the North-West.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 17
Majority against 5
AYES.
Mr. Angwlo Mr. Richardson
Mr, Collier Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Heron Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hughes Mr, Willeock
Mr. MeCallum Mr. Wilson
Mr. Munsie Mr. Corboy
{Teller.)
NoEs.
Mr. Angelo !  Mr. Mann
Mr. Carter I iy James Mitchell
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Plesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Sampson
Mr. Ceorge Mr, Scadden
Mr. Glibton Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. J. Thomson
Mr, Latham Mi. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley {Teller.)
Amendment thus negatived.
Item—Grants and subsidies to road boards,

£2,400:

Mr., DURACK: This amount, intended to
maintain roads and bridges throughout the
North-West, including submidies {0 road boards
for the maintenance of roads, bridges, dams,
wells and general public conveniences which
have been provided by the State, is inadequate.
This is one of the disabilitics under which the
North is labouring. In endeavouring to prove
the existence of oil, three of the wagons trans-
porting material have broken down and con-
giderable delay has resulted. How can we
hope to do anything with £2,400 1

Hon. P. Collier: Economise!

[76]
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am advised
that the amount provided is based on the ex-
penditure of last year, I do not know anything
about the condition of the roads in the North

Mr. Corboy: It is £77 more than last year.

Hon. P. Collier: Since the work was taken
over from the Worka Department considerable
economy has been effected.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To improve
on the operations of the Minister for Works would
be impossible, We cannot make the roads what
they should be. The volume of traffic must be
considered. .

Mr. DURACK : Under the Works Vote the
amount contributed for the maintenance of the
road between Perth and Fremantle is £2,180
which, compared with this item, seems absurd,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That is the only thing
on the Estimates for the metropolitan ares.

Ttem—Broome hospital, residency and school,
£290:

Mr. DURACK : There has been a complaint
regarding the Broome hospital extending over
two years. Yet last year £400 was voted and
only £86 was expended, The report of the
Royal Commission stated that the Broome hos-
pital was in a very poor state.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We pro-
vided £400 last year and only £86 was expended
from revenue, but an amount of £900 was apent
from loan. .

Item—Carnarvon D.M.O.'s quarters, hospital,
courthouse, school and quarters, £290:

Mr. ANGELO: This is another instance of
economy. I direct attention to the exira-
ordinary manner of preseating these Estimates.
This amount covers several different items.
Last year £719 waa voted and only £87 was spent.
This shows what the people of the North have to
put up with. The estimate this year ia £290
and it is claimed that the expenditure this year
will be greater by £284.

The Minister for Works: That is8 one of the
requesta you made.

Mr. ANGELO: Is not that rubbing it in?
Is the unexpended portion of last year's vote
to be made available this year ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I take it
that the £290 provided as a lump sum will be
expended as required, and not on any or every
item shown.

Mr. Angelo: Why claim that we are getting
£284 more this year ?

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: The ex-
penditure on other items is shown as being less
than last year by £81. The item, therefore, is
£203 in excess of last year's expenditure.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not think the
Minister has given the right answer,

The Minister for Works: Carnarvon generally
asks for five times more than it wants and gets
Bix time more than it deserves.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN The member for
Gascoyne probably imagines that these works
are required but the departmont takes a diferent
view.

Mr. Angelo: I have never recommended one of
these worka.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Probably the vote
lapsed because the money was not required.
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At any rate, the school is in an excellent con-
dition.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Aborigines (North-West), £8,201:

Mr. DURACK : I notice that the sxpenditure
nnder this vote is estimated at £3,605. In the
North-West we have thousands of natives
whereas in the South-West, where there are
very few, tho estimated expenditure is £6,738.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The natives
in the North-West live more nearly according
to their aboriginal customs than they do in the
South-West, and do not require the same amount
of attention. In the South we have to keep the
natives on reserves, In the North the aborigines
render some services to the pastoralists, who in
return do a good deal for them, For inatance
they supply them with meat; if they do not,
the natives help themselves, so that it amounta
to the same thing.

Vote put and paased.

This concluded the General Estimates,

Public Utilities—

Aborigines Cattle Station (Moola Bulla),
£10,633 :

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN I should like to have
some explanation aa to the working of this
station.

The PREMIER : It a well worked station.

Hon. P. Collier : How is it there is & loss upon
it 7 The pative labour is cheap.

The PREMIER : Hundreds of natives have
to be fed. Thisz is the place where they all
collect. “Moola Bulle™ means an attractive
place. The station was established so that the
natives might be cared for. Cattle have not
been worth much latcly and this has operated
againat the station. We agreed to eare for the
natives when we were granted responsible
government.

Mr. CORBOY : Why has £4,000 been spent
in connection with the sale of cattlet Why,
also, is a pgreater revenume expected this year
than was received last year?

The Minister for Mines: The £4,000 was for
treight.

The Premier: It is expected that more cattle
will ba disposed of this year.

Mr. DURACK : Why is the estimated revenue
£11,600 for the current year, whereas the revenue
received last year was only £4,343 1

The Minister for Mines: The whole of the
revenue is taken into acoount. It is expected
that more cattle will be sold.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We should have
further information upon this point. Last year
the estimated revenue waa not realised.

The Minister for Mines: The revenue is esti-
mated on the quantity of stock the manager
expects to sent to market.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The revenus has
never come up t¢ the estimate. As regards some
of the votes, I shall want a good deal of ex-
planation. I am aware that the revenue of the
wtation depends entirely on the cattle eold, and
that the station is not a trading concern, but &
home for the natives when the pastoralists have
no more use for them.

Vote put and passad.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote—Avondale Estate, £1,600 :

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Committee ought to
have some informetion regarding this estate.
Those of us who have been here for a number of
years know that the estate has a very interesting
history. There are nearly 10,000 acres in the
estate, which was purchased for £5 Gs. per acre,
bonds to the value of about £50,000 being issued
for it, at a substantial rate of interest. So far
43 we know, the estate has from year to year been
just about paying its way. The interest paid
totals about £22,000.

The Premier: It has been more than paid
by the profits.

Hon. P, COLLIER : No.
has heen paid back.

The Premier: Yes,

Hon. P. COLLIER: No fear!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier had better
report progress. Everybody is clearing out.

The Premier: There has been £7,000 profis
above the interest.

Hon. P. COLLIER.:
purchased ¥

The Premier: Yes.

. Hon. P. COLLIER : The bonds bear ¢ per cent.
interest,

The Premier: The estate has made a profit of
£7,234 above interest,

Hon. P. COLLIER : Ia that profit after pay-
ment of all working expenses and intereat ?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I question if, though I
suﬂpose the Premier's information is correcs.
Where does the return come from ?

The Premier: From farming operations.
Moreover, a good deal of the estate has been sold.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Not a great deal sold

The Premier: AN but 1,800 acree.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Out of the original 10,000
acres we have only 1,800 acres left ?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. P, COLLIER : That makes the Premier's
figures all the more astounding. In those figures
he ia not allowing for the money obtained by
sale of the estate?

The Premier: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER : How can that profit be ?
There is about £2,200 a year for interest alome.

The Premier: We made those profits.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I did noit know our
farmers were making ench profits.

The Minister for Works: The interest is £500
o year.

Hon. P. COLLIER : That is on the 1,800 acrea.
The salee must have been recent. For many
years the Government could not sell any of the
estate at all. What price was obtained for the
port of the estate which has heen sold § Waa
the purchase cost written down ?

The Premier: I think it waa.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1t must have been, to
«oable the sales to0 be made, I heard of only &
small area sold shortly after the purchase of the
wstate by the Government.

The Premier: The sales were made before
I came into office.

Hon. W. O. Angwin : The land waa sold to the
soldier eettlement scheme.

The Premier: I have mot the price of each
block sold.

None of the interest

Since the estate weas
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Hon. P. COLLIER: But has the Premier
the price per acre? About £50,000 was paid
for the estate, and then there is the £22,000 of
interest incurred. The exact figures, I find,
are: purchase prico £40,849, survey expenscs,
interest, ete. £22,601, or a total of £72,641. Itis
very interesting t0 know that so much of the
estate bag been gold.

The Premier: For soldier settlement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I suppose there will
bo an opportunity on some other occasion of
ascertaining the price received.

Mr. Corboy: The estate was written down
very considerably.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It must have been,
because at the original price it remained on the
bands of the State for a long time. Of the
original 10,000 acres, about 1,700 acres is abso-
lutely worthless, being stony ground. They must
have increased the price of the remaining portion
of the estate. I will be able to get information
on that point from the Premier at some future
date. It is a8 well to know all about this deal,
because it was one of the most ontrageous rampa
aver known in connection with the Parliamentary
life of this State.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You will not have
another chance of getting it.

The Premier: Why wasa the eatate held up
for so many years ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government could
not get a purchaser.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
rock on the estate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was known that the
Government of the day purchased the estate
from one of their supporters and an outrageous
price was given for it, ranging up to what must
have been about five guineas an acre.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was purchased
against the advice of the Government expert
officers,

The Premier: Oh, no.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That supporier went
through the farce of resigning his seat a3 & member
of Parliament so that he would not be liable
for committing a breach of the constitution
through entering into a contract with the Crown.
He was elected unnopposed because there wae
no opportunity to contest the clection. It was
& scandalous ramp. We find now that, as I
expected, the purchase price has had to be
wrntten down considerably. We have not in-
formation on the point, but, to make a guess, I
should say it has been written down by 50 per cent.

The Premier: I would not risk a statement
like that unless I knew something about the
position. I will look into the matter and let
you know,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Although the land has
been sold, no publicity has been given to that
fact.

The Premier: You know that we do not issue
statements saying that this block has besn sold
and that block has been sold. If we did that
in every instance we would fill the newspapers

Hon. P. COLLIER : I know that, but there
is no hesitation on the part of the Government
to give full publicity to anything that is of benefit
to the Government I am amick of reading the
type of publicity that is made available. I am

There waa t00 much
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aick of reading that the Minister for Works is
going to ** Gobble-gutten ™ to open a hall or to
do some other unimportant thing.

The Minister for Worka: I have mever been
to *“ Gobble-gutten ” and I demand a withdrawal
of the statement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not expect the
Government to rush into print every time a
block of Jand is disposed of to a returned soldier.

The Premiar: In any case, this was disposed
of four years ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is & most remarkable
thing that this is the first time it has come under
the notice of hon. members. We have passed
this vote year after year and so far as my memory
gerves me, this is the first time we have had in.
formation that any considerable portion of the
estate hag been sold. I can probably get further
particulars from the Premier gy way of questions.
In this case, the State has lost many thousands
of pounds in order to placate a supporter of
the Government of the day.

The Premier: I do not think that is a fair
thing to say.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is fair, because it
ia a fact. The land was subdivided and offered
for sale shortly after purchase. The whole lot
was offered for sale but only one application
was received and that was from Sir Newton
Moore. The estate remained in the hands of
the Government and it was later considered
advisable to withdraw it from sale and attempt
to operato the wholo estate as a going concern
to cover the cost of administration.

The Premier: It showed a profit on the
working.
Hon. P. COLLIER: And so it should.

Mr. Corboy: Evidently this matter does not
concern the members of the Country Party,
not one of whom is present.

Hon. P. COLLIER : The Premier says the
estate has shown a surplus of £7,000 odd, in
addition to paying the working expenses.

The Premier: And has paid interest as well.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Then the State is very
lucky to get out of it in that way,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Robinson was working
on this and made a few thousands out of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Apart from the question
of writing down, the result of the operations
must have been aatisfactory to show that pro.t.
There is not much doubt, however, that the State
haa suffered a pretty considerable loss as between
the purchase price and the money received for
the salo of the property. It is not posaible
that it could be sold at a price which would cover
the amount paid for the purchase. In view of
the large portion which wasg unsuitable for cultiva-
tion, it could probably run into £7 10s. per acre
for the remaining portion if the purchase money
was to be covered.

Mr, MARSHALL: In view of the deplorable
gtate of the Government benches, I move—

That progresz be reported.
Mr. Heron : Not one Country Party member
is present !

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They will not help to
keep the House for the Government. They stay
outside. Fanoy six members out of 34 Leing
present on that side of the House,
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Motion put and a divisioh taken with the fol-

Motion put and a division taken with the
lowing regult :—

following result :—

Ayes ... w11 Ayes ... w11
Noes ... .. 18 Noes ... .. 18
Majority against e 1 Majority against e T
Aves,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum ATES,
Mr, Collier Mr. Munsie Mr. Angwin {  Mr. McCallum
Me. Heron Mr. Willcock Mr., Colller Mr, Munsia
Mr. Hughes Mr, Wilson Mr. Heron Mr, Willcock
Mrv. Lutey Mr. Corboy Mr. Iiughes Mr. Wilson
Mr. Marshall {Teller.) Mr, Lutey Mr. Corloy
Mr. Marshall (Teller.)
Noes

Mr, Carter Mr. Richardson Noga.
Mr. Durack Mr. Bampson Mr. Carter Mr. Piesse
Mr. George Mr, Scaddan Mr. Durack Mr. Richardson
Mr. Gibson Mr. J. M. Smilh Mr., George Mr. Sampson
Mr, Harrison Mr, Teesdale Mr: Gibson Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Latham Mr. J. Tiowmson Mr. Harrison Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood Mr. Latham Mr. Teesduls
Sir James Mltchell Mr, Mullany Mr: H. K. Maley Mr- J. Thomson
Mr. Money (Teller.) Sir James Mitchell Mr. Underwood
Mr. Plesso Mr. Money Mr, Mullany -
Motion thus negatived. (Teller.)

2 o'cloch a.m.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move—
That the vote be reduced by £1,000.

Motion thus negatived.
Mr. MARSHALL: I move—

That the vote be reduced by £250.
Amendment put and a divigion taken with

I will bring them in again. the following reault, :—

Mr. Carter: Don't bark ! Aves 1
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I don't care & damn Noww o oo 18
about you. _
Motion put and a division taken with the fol- Majority against ki
lowing result :— —
Ayes e 11
Noes e 18 AYES,
. . - Mr. Angwlin Mr, McCallum
Majority against 7 Mr. Collier Me. Mussie
- Mr. Heron Mr. Willeock
Mr., Hughes Mr. Wllson
AYES. Mr. Lutoy Mr. Corboy
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum Mr., Marshall {Teller.)
Mr. Colller Mr. Muasie
Mr. Heron My. Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willson : Nozs.
Mr. Lutey Mr. Corboy Mr. Carter [ Mr. Plesse
My, Marshall (Teller.) Mr. Durack Mr. Ricbardson
Mr. George Mr. SBampson
Noss Mr. Gibson Mr, Seaddan
. Mr. Harrlson Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr, Carter Mr. Piesse Mr. Latham Mz, Teesdale
Mr. Durack Mr. Richardson Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. George Mr. Sampsen Sir James Mitchell Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gibson Mr. Beaddan Mr. Money Mr. Mullany
Mr. Harrisobd Mr. J. M. Smlth (Teller.)
Mr. Latham Mr. Teasdals
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. 3. Thomeon Amendment thus negatived.
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Underwood Mr. MARSHALL: On a point of order, are
Mr, Money Mr. Mullaey members permitted to wear their hats in the
(Teller.) Chamber ?

Motion thus negatived.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move—
That the vote be reduced by £500.

The CHATRMAN :

Yes.

Mr. MARSHALL: I move—
That the vote be reduced by £100.
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Amendment put and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes ... . 11
Noes ... .. 18
Majority against e 1
AYEB.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsle
Mr, Herom Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mz, Corboy
Mr, Marshall (Teller.)
- Noes.
Mr. Curter Mr. Piesse
Mr, Durack Mr. Richardson
Mr. George Mr, Bampson
Mr, Gibson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Harrison Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Latbam Mr. Teesdale
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mopey Mr. Mullany
{Teller.}

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I call attention to the
fact that many members are not occupying their
roper geats. Our Standing Orders provide
or members occupying the seats they have taken
up in the Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN : Standing Order 59 says—

Members shall be entitled to retain seats
cccupied by them at the time of their taking
their seats for the first time after their election,
so long as they continwe members of the
House.

Standing Order 111 says—

Every member desiring to spesk shall rise
in his place uncovered, and address himself
to the Speaker, and may if he thinks fit advance
thence to the tahle for the purpose of con-
tinuing his address.

If there is such a Standing Order ae that referred
to by the hon. member, it is very frequently
broken.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Standing Order 64
eaye—

Every member of the House, when he comes
into the House, shall take his place and shall
not stand in any of the passages or gangways.

Some members are occupying seats that are not
their own. Apart from the Standing Orders,
may I ask for your assigtance, Sir, in having
members removed from this side of the Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN : It is the first time I have
known ‘" a Premier " object to having a large
number of supporters behind him.

Hon. P. COLLIER : This reinforcement hag
been sprung upon me rather suddenly, I am
not anxious to obtain & majority by means that
are not constitutional.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This estate was
successfully farmed by the Government under
the direction of Mr. John Rebinson. XNow, for
the first time, we have heard the land has been
sold. Avondale was purchased at a high price.
It was impossible for the Government to sell
it, and because of this circumstance, it was taken
off the market for a while to consider the question
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of starting an agricultural college in the district,
A considerable portion of the estate was rock.

The Premier: Of course it was all rock, and
the lond was poor.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That part of it was
not even suitable for grazing. According to the
report there wag not enough soil upon it to grow
grags. At what price was it sold and under
what terma? Has the price met the cost to
which the State has been put ?

The Premier: You can always get the in-
formation when you want it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have not yet
had the Auditor General’s report showing what
has been done.

The Premier: The Auditor
officer of Parliament.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : It is time he ceased
to be one, if he cannot present his report before
December. When the Labour Government were
in afrce, and when, for inastance, we hought a
box of cigars for the Governor, or a Minister
hired a motor car to take him home, because
the Government car had broken down, the
Auvditor General did not hesitate to make his
report upon such things before the Estimates.
were considered. Things are entirely different
to-dey. I trust that the Auditor General's report.
will be here hefore we deal with, for instance,
railways and water supply. We have nothing-
to guide us as to the management of those utilities
during the past year. It is neglect of duty on the
Auditor General’'s part that his report is not
here. This vote should not be passed until the
information is available,

The PREMIER : No one knows better than
the hon. member that he can get the information
at any time. No one knows better than he
that this is merely a vote to cover proit and
lose. If hen. members are anxious to know the
amount at which each block haa been sold,
they can have that information; but I have
not the information now. We are dealing, not
with the land socld, but with the land heing
cropped. The Govermnment really cannot be
expected to bring information here which has
no bhearing whatever on the vote the Committee
are asked to grant.

Hon. P. COLLIER.: 1 am not going to raise
any further objection to the passing of this par-
ticular vote, but before it goes through I wish
to refer to the matter touched on by the member
for North-Eagt Fremantle. Several times during
this session I have asked when the Auditor
General's report would be available. I know,
ag the Premier states, that the Auditor General
iz an officer of Parliament, and not of Ministers,
who have no control over him, But it is an
absolute scandal that Parliament should have
heen discussing these Estimates for weeks and
months past without having the Avditor General's
repott.

Mr. MacCallum Smith :
our own handa.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Itis. Before we dizcuss -
another division of the Estimates we must have
the Auditor General's report. If it is not here
then, Patliament should take prompt action to
deal with the officer. We ought to dismiss him
summarily. There can be no escuse whatever.
What is the Auditor General deing ¢ If he is .
unable to let Pailiament have his annual report
in less than five months after the close of the

General is an

The remedy is in



2024

financial year, he and his department are no
earthly use, and .ought to he abolished.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Quite right.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Frst time we are
again called upon to deal with the Estimates and
have not the Auditor General’s report, I shall
agk Parliament to take some action with regard
to that gentleman.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Butter Factories, £20,809:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: What quantity of
buttar have the factories turned out ¥ What is
the result 7 Are the factories s payable pro-
position ?  Where is the butter being marketed ?
The estimated revenue for this year ia £23,700,
whereas the actusl revenue received last year
was £17,756, According to the report of the
Agncultural Department, at the Buaselton factory
there has been.during the past year a falling-off
of over 100 suppliers of cream. About the
Denmark hutter factory we hear very little.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: A
report was printed to the effect that during the
railway etrike the Busselton factory lost almost
100 suppliers. However, that was some time ago.
The factory has picked up ita suppliers again,
and naturally an increased amount must be
placed on the Estimates for purchase of cream.
Denmark, too, has picked up & bit and is doing
pretty well,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The report did not
state that the falling off at Busselton was due only
to the railway etrike. Another reason given was
high railway freights. I move—

That the vote be reduced by £808.
The Premier : What is the use of that ?

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayea 11
Noes 17
Majority against 6
NoEea.
Mr, Angwin Mr. MeQallum
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsle
Mr. Heron Mr. Willcock
My. Hughes Me. Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mr. Corboy
Mr. Marshall (Teller.)
AYES,

Mr. Carter Mr. Plesgge
Mre. Durach Mr. Richardson
Mr, George Mr, Sampson
Mr. Glbson Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Harrison Mr. J. M, Smlth
Mr. Latham Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. H K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Sir James Mitchell Mr, Mullany
Mr. Money (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. MARSHALL: Included in this Vote is
the Denmark Butter Factory. Is that factory
producing any butter to-day? I understand
that it waa used as an expenmental farm at the

outset and good work was carried out in educating
the settlers as to the best class of land to be

[COUNCIL.]

oultivated, and the best method o be adopted
in procuring fodder supplies for stock.

The Minister for Agricaiture: You are on the
wrong vote,

Mr, MARSHALL: If that is so, I will deal
with the matter later on.

The Premier: Y¥ou can make those inquiries
on the vote for State farms.

Mr. MARSHALL: In order to overcome the
difficulty I move—

That the vote be reduced by £500.

Motion put and a division taker with the
following result :—

Ayes .., 11
Noes 18
Majority against 7
AYEQ,
Mr. Angwln Mr. McCallum
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsle
Mr. Heron Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mr, Corboy
Mr, Marshal) (Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Carter Mr. Plesss
Mr. Durack Mr. Richardson
Mr, George Mr. flampsen
Mr. Gibson Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Harrison Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr., Teesdale
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Sir James Mitcheht Mr, Underwond
Mr., Money Myr. Mullany
(Teller.)
Motion thus negatived.
Progrese reported.
House adjourned 2-49 a.m. {Wedneeday).
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